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When Mercenaries Work 
T oo many contemporary policy makers 

use the word "mercenary" as if it 
were the equivalent of syphilis. 

Nonetheless, soldiering for money is an 
old and noble profession. Mercenary soldiers 
bring to conflicts experience-honed skills to 
bring matters to a speedy conclusion. Take, 
for example, the case of Sie1rn Leone. 

For some time now, that West African 
country has been a quagmire for conven
tional international hand
wringers from 'the UN 
and various African gov
ernments. The problem 
appeared solved when 
the Sierra Leone govern
ment brought in the 
South African ex
SpecOps personnel 
working under the flag 
of Executive Outcomes. 

Executive Outcomes 
put to work 200 hard
ened professional sol
diers who quickly restored order. As 
Elizabeth Rubin recently pointed out in The 
New York Times," ... the company was will
ing to do what the United Nations cannot: 
take sides, take casualties, deploy over
whelming force and fire preemptively." 

As a result, the savagery practiced by 
rebels ended and 300,000 refugees returned 
home from international displaced persons 
camps. Executive Outcomes collected 
roughly $1.5 million for halting cannibal
ism, rape, mutilation and summary execu
tions; and in turn saved the international 
community the $60 million it would have 
spent feeding refugees. 

Numbers like that would impress even 
the most parsimonious capitalist banker. 
However, the decision makers at the 
International Monetary Fund are socialists 
instead of capitalists. They are in the busi
ness of taking hard-earned dollars from tax
payers in developed countries and sending 
them to the usually shiftless despots in 

charge of underdeveloped countries. 
Since it is most comfortable dealing 

with dictators, perhaps the IMF was both
ered by the fact that within a year Executive 
Outcomes created the climate for the first 
democratic election to be held in Sierra 
Leone in 28 years. The IMF pressured the 
international community for the removal of 
Executive Outcomes. The usually liberal 
NYT published Ms. Rubin 's observation 

that the IMF "thought it 
unseemly and too costly 
for the fledgling democ
racy to be so dependent 
on mercenaries." 

The IMF managed to 
recreate war and chaos. 
Not three months passed 
after the mercenaries 
departed and things were 
back to normal in Sierra 
Leone. A rebel army of 
doped-up children armed 
with AKs was again ter

rorizing the country. 
The Nigerians, who would like to see 

peace in the neighborhood, hired the private 
British soldiering firm of Sandline, Inc. In 
fairly short order the elected government 
was reinstated and the rebels were in retreat. 
But the policy wonks at the various com
mittee-run internationalist organizations are 
again trying to reintroduce violence and 
instability in Sierra Leone. They want to 
negotiate with the rebels. 

The so-called mercenary experience in 
Sierra Leone has brought the realists in the 
international community, few though they 
may be, to consider that it may make good 
political and economic sense to let soldiers
for-hire deal with some of the world's 
messier problems. The only thing that really 
stands between us and the resolution of some 
long-standing difficulties is the fear among 
the committees of the IMF and like organi
zations that soldiers of fortune can do the job 
more efficiently. ~ 
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Y2K 

THE Y2K COMPUTER 
CRASH SCENARIO 

What to Expect and 
How to Protect 

Your Assets, 
Your Credit, and 
Your Way of Life 

by Or. John Mrozek 
The looming Y2K crash 
could have devastating 
effects on everything from 
phone service to medical 
and criminal records to 
mortgages; bank and cred
it card accounts; and 
investments. Get pragmatic 
advice on basic precau
tions you can take to mini
mize the damage. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, 64 pp. 
#10010072 $15.00 

ghillie soils 

a computer 
investigalion 

DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know 
to Recover Information 

from a Computer 
by Norbert Zaenglein 

Disk Detective is de
signed to bring the secrets 
of recovering data from a 
PC, floppy disk or backup 
device to the average per
son. II includes precise 
instructions lor recovering 
info from reformatted disks 
or overwritten files, retriev· 
ing deleted files, conduct
ing key word searches, 
localing e-mail messages 
and much more. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, 11 2 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 

medicine 

a sea anacll 

MARITIME TERROR 
Protecting Yourself, 

Your Vessel, 
and Your Crew 
against Piracy 
by Jim Gray, 

Mark Monday, 
and Gary Stubblefield 

Today's pirates are more 
audacious and violent than 
ever. Drawing on the 
authors' naval and SEAL 
team experience and pro
fessional observations, this 
manual offers sound guid
ance in detection, deter
rence and defense as part 
of a comprehensive vessel 
security plan. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 
illus., 72 pp. 
#10010296 $12.00 

ourdoor projects 

a knife fiohl 

MASTERS OF DEFENSE 
An Inside Look at 
the Designs, the 

Designers, 
and Their Tactics 

Gel an inside look at one of 
the most revolutionary 
knife design projects ever 
attempted - lhe Masters of 
Defense. Five noted edged 
weapons experts reveal the 
secrets of their unique 

knife designs and 

e
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Instruction 
in their per

sonal knife
fighting styles. 

Color, approx. 90 
min., VHS only. 
#10010312 $39.95 

THE CLOSE-COMBAT 
FILES OF COLONEL REX 

APPLEGATE 
by Col. Rex Applegate 

and 
Maj. Chuck Melson 

The legend finally steps 
from the shadows to reveal 
lhe trulh behind lhe count
less stories of his service 
wilh lhe ass. Learn first
hand of Colonel Applegate's 
training and missions wilh 
men like Wik! Bill Donovan, 
William Fairbairn and Eric 
Sykes. The definitive refer
ence researchers and histo
rians have been awaiting for 
more than 50 years. 8 112 x 
11 , hardcover, photos, illus .. 
208 pp. 
#10009892 $39.95 

00-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective Antibiotics, 
Painkillers, Anesthetics, and other Miracle Drugs . .. 
Without Costly Doctors' Prescriptions or Hospitals 

by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instructions for securing and using the very 
latest drugs and supplies from mail order suppliers, animal health cen
ters, military dispensaries foreign pharmacies, and other unusual 
sources. 51/2 x 81 /2, softcover, photos, illus., 128 pp. 
#10008266 $20.00 

THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making Ghillie Suits and 

Custom Camouflage Accessories 

PVC PROJECTS FOR THE OUTDOORSMAN 
Building Shelters, Camping Gear, Weapons, 

and More Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

with Tom Forbes 
For professionals who need the ultimate in camouflage, !here is only one choice: the ghillie 
suil. In lhis unique video, ghillie suit craftsman Tom Forbes leaches you how to make four 
different types of ghillie suit and a variety of camouflage accessories for a fraction of the 
cost of expensive commercial versions. Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. 
#1 0009959 $29.95 

The craftsman behind the ghillie suit video The Invisible Advantage 
offers more than 30 projects for outdoor gear and weapons made from 
inexpensive PVC pipe, from teepees and snowshoes to pugil sticks and 
blowguns. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover. photos, illus., 96 pp. 
#10010411 $12.00 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the 
methods people use to get even 
wilh big business, government 
and enemies. These dirty tricks 
range from lhe simple to lhe 
elaborate, including more 
sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For 
enlertainment purposes only. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover. 208 pp. 
#10002400 $19.95 

THE REVENGE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

You'd have to buy more lhan 25 
books lo get all lhe wit and wis
dom contained in lhis compilation 
from lhe best of Paladin's revenge 
books. Don't be fooled ll'f cheap 
imitators Iha! claim to know how to 
get even. Paladin is still your 
revenge source When you need to 
even lhe score wilh oosy neigh
bors, bungling bureaucrats, snarly 
clerks or other pests. For enter
tainment purposes only. 8 1/2 x 
11 , softcover, 120 pp. 
#10001675 $20.00 

I , I r. /'. I-· I · I /·. I ; 
THE MODERN 

IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New 

Identity for Privacy and 
Personal Freedom 

by Sheldon Charrett 
Finally, here is an all-new instruction 
book on how to obtain a new kfenti 
ty, produce supporting documents 
for it and use it safety in today's soci· 
ety. Learn how to get Social Security 
numbers, driver's licenses and more. 
For academic study only. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, softcover, illus., 152 pp. 
#1 OOOB712 $20.00 
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TACTICAL TRACKING 
OPERATIONS 

The Essential Guide for 
Military and Police Trackers 

by David Scott-Donelan 
This is lhe best manual on tracking 
you will ever read. Learn how lo 
lrack and apprehend fugitives 
through woods, jungles and deserts; 
relocate missing tracks; foil coun
tertracking efforts; run a solo, four
man or multiagency effort and much 
more. 8 1 /2 x 11 , softcover, photos, 
illus., 184 pp. 
#10010114 $30.00 
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East Ge rm any, and they have many lin ks, " Dulmen added. 

Well, good. If lane gets tired of raising buffalo, maybe she 
can f ind work as an ac/ress again . 

New Battle At Lexington And Concord 

Four legends of the machine gun world recently gathered in Bagdad, 
Arizona for, what else, a machine gun shoot. Left to right: Kent 
Lamont, the country's most prominent Class 3 dealer, with an FN MAG 
58 GPMG; Mike Dillon, in front of whose Huey they are posing, with an 
FN Minimi M249 SAW; Peter G. Kokalis, SOF's technical editor, with 
Hungarian PKM GPMG; and highly regarded machine gun author, Dolf 
L. Goldsmith, with South African MG4 BMG. Goldsmith is currently 
hard at work on his long-anticipated book on Browning machine guns. 

More than two centuries ago, smoldering American resent
ment under Briti sh Colon ial rule was fa nned to a flame when 
the Briti sh tried to di sarm upstart colonists at Lexington and 
Concord. Now, the hi story buffs who would portray Hi s 
Majes ty's troops are threatening to ca ll off the largest reenact
ment ever, because of growing controversy over a new 
Massachusetts law that requires childproof tr igger locks on all 
guns - even antiques and replicas o f antiques as would be 
used by the reenactors. Musket owners who don ' t have the 
locks could face LO years in the slam and a $ I 0,000 fine. Pau l 
O 'Shaughnessy, who portrays the commander of the British 
I 0th Regiment of Foot, notes, "I' ve had people who say Tm 
not coming over if there is any chance of me be ing arrested 
over this .' We can ' t in good conscience invite people here with 
the threat hanging over the ir heads. 

" l ' m getting pounded with call s and ema il from units say
ing , ' Hey, what are yo u doing over there?'" said Sk ip 
Hayward, pres ident of the Lexington Historical Society, 
whi ch is organi z ing an even large r reenactment of the l 775 
batt le for its 225 th anni versary in 2000. 

Khmer Rouge Leaders Apologize 
Khieu Samphan was the nominal Khmer Rouge leader, although 

viewed as a front man for Pol Pot and others who really held power. 
Nuon Chea was considered Pol Pot 's second in command and chie f 
theori st. Pol Pot recently died of a heart attack. Samphan and Chea 
recently apologized for the some two million of their countrymen 
who died under the ir regime. Having flown to the Cambodian capital 
under promise of amnesty fo r crimes against humanity, Chea and 
Samphan were asked by reporters - many of whom had lost family 
to his regime - whether they fe lt remorse fo r the milli ons ki lled. 
"Yes, sorry. Very sorry," said Samphan. " We would like to apologize 
and ask our compatriots to fo rget the past ... let bygones be bygones ." 

Oh well, if you' re truly sorry, M1: Bormann ... 

German Firm To Distribute VC/NVA Films 
Berlin-based Prog ress Film-Verleih GmbH , which rose from 

the ashes of the comm uni st fo rmer East Germ an state film pro
duction company, has s igned a dea l with Vie tnam to be the so le 
worldwide di stributor of that country's film archi ves. A lexander 
van Dulmen, managing director of Progress Film-Verleih , sa id 
the dea l woul d g ive hi s firm access to all state-ow ned Vietn amese 
film archives, which then coul d be so ld to broadcas ters and 
fi lmmakers. T he dea l with the official Vie tn am Film In stitute 
wou ld make ava il abl e footage which has never been seen befo re . 
There are a number of large offic ia l archi ves in Vi etnam, inc lud
in g those ow ned by th e milita ry and Comm uni s t pa rty. 
Accord ing to van Dulmen, the fo rmer North Vie tnam had more 
th an 130 cameramen worki ng the front durin g the war. "The re 
a re many peop le in [Vietnam's] film industry who studi ed in 
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Sponsors of Massachusetts' new gun law appear miffed about 
the fu ss over the ir new bit of social eng ineering. "We've got confir
mation from law enforcement officials that they don' t intend to 
arrest reenactors," said an aide to Rep. Paul Casey, who helped 
write the ill -advised law. State Sen. Susan Fargo, whose district 
includes Lex ington and Concord , was advised by the Senate coun
sel that collectors and even museums with muskets coul d be in vio
lation of the Jaw. Fargo, who voted for the gun law, has submitted 
legislation to exempt replicas of guns made before I 899. "It's a 
quest ion of respect ing the history and heritage of Massachusetts," 
she said. 

Here's an idea on how to show respect f or American history and 
legal tradition: Only write good laws, and make them apply to 
everyone. 

Memorial Day Concert 
T he I 0th annual Memorial Day tribute to Americans who have 

g iven the ir li ves fo r freedom will be he ld on Sunday, 30 May 
1999, between 2000-2 130 hours, broadcast li ve from the West 
Lawn of the Capitol bu ilding (check your loca l NPR, PBS and 
AFN li st ings) . 

The holiday spec ial will feature di stingui shed guest artists in 
perfo rmance with the Nat ional Symphony Orchestra under the 
baton of conductor Erich K unzel. The program will have a unique 
blend of mu sica l performances, dramatic readings and archival 
foo tage. Segments will inc lude the Battle of Okinawa and a special 
tribute to fr iendships forged during the Vietnam War. The event is 
be ing co-produced by Jerry Colbert for Capital Concerts and 
WETA, Washington, D.C. 

Continued on page 11 
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Warning: Not recommended for people under the age of 18 
Special Free Report 

Any martial arts or military gurus want to make the same offer? 

Get My FREE Report On Lethal Fighting-And I 
Guarantee For The Rest Of Your Life You won't 
Lose Using My System. And I Put It In Writing! 

This man had 3 high-ranking black belts and over 300 street-fights in 20 years, yet 15 minutes of this 
undefeatable system he knew Jerry's guarantee was for real. Let him tell his story. 

Let me tell you buddy, when you have a little age on 
your butt and there are four Gang-Bangers shoving 
you around and making rude gestures at your wife, 

you want to act. Look, l didn't care about getting pushed 
but if they touched my wife I was in the game. Only this is 
no game. There's four scumbags with weapons moving all 
around me. l can take one out with a kick. But by the time 
my foot comes down, two of them will stab me in the back. 
If I body-tackle tl1e biggest and grapple him down to choke 
him out, the other 3 will just kick my head off. Or the guy 
with the gun will shoot my knee-cap off and l will be help
less as they rape my wife. 

Wake Up! Street-Fighting Skills 
Aren't Enough!!! 

You better wake up out there, this is the real world. Not 
even my street-fighting told me how to handle this. I was 
lucky they weren't out for blood. They just wanted to 
intimidate me. l was damn angry. Not at what happened. 
Hell, my ego wasn't the deal. Staying alive was! I just real
ized that I spent $5,000-7,000 hard-earned dollars (not to 
mention the years) to learn what only works in a ring or a 
cage with referees and men that think they can street-fight. 
Yeah, they pick up a chair or use a broken bottle or knife 
but they never really know what they're doing. Look, let's 
just stop here, if you've read this far you're probably one 
Tough SOB like me, if you're not, filQl! reading this infor
mation. It's not for the weak-willed who have to get drunk 
to get up the guts to have a slap fight. It's for Yfil! real men 
that want to know the TRUTH about /ethal.fighti11g skills. 
I knew that after 5 minutes of watching Jerry Peterson's 
lethal SCARS~ system he was nothing short of revolution
ary. He' ll change your mind about power and fear. I don't 
know if you believe in a God but Jerry must be talking to 

him. There's just no other answer to how he solves com
plex fighting problems. Jerry says, "It's in the math but it 
doesn't hurt to have God on your side." Don't make the 
mistake I did in '93, the first time I read about this system, 
"Thinking how could it be true?" 

This Guy Is ''Nothing But Hype" 
Wrong. the documentation is there. The government 

backs it up. He's taught, developed and standardized com
bat schools for the SEALS and other Special Operations 
Forces not just in the US but also with NATO groups. 

Ask Yourself, "Can I Handle The Truth?" 
If You Can, Then Here Is Real Credibility. 

Jerry Peterson's SCARS was demonstrated on a secure 
military base, in true combat fashion, to no less than the US 
Secretary of Defense, the leading 4 Star General, plus the 
Secretary of the Navy and powerful Congressional 
Leaders. They all watched in total amazement as the 
SEAL's executed fighting skills never before seen, 
absolutely flawless on every combat action they took using 
guns, knives, full gear, single and multi-fighting and most 
impressively their bare hands. SCARS never failed them 
a11d it wil/ 11ever fail YOU!!! 
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If That Doesn't 
Blow Your Mind This Will 

You can bet your life on this man's credibility, 30,000 
other professional men have. You can't waste one more day 
learning a sport system that has counters to every move. 
With SCARS you're 1111defeatable! Look, do you think 
Jerry could have achieved his renown credibility if the 
secret SCARS science of lethal combat could be countered. 
Absolutely not! The fact is, Jerry Peterson is the one civil
ian in the history of the USA to have accomplished such 
professional credibility. I challenge you to find one individ
ual that has ever gotten their fighting system to be reviewed 
by such powerful leaders at the same time. Of course, to 
make it more unfair, also get the official stamp of approval 
for implementing their system as required training for the 
US military. Want to check this out? Here is just one of the 
official course numbers K-431-0096, check it out with the 
Navy. I did, boy was I impressed when they gave me the 
list of what this guy has done. It only took me six months. 
Damned bureaucratic red tape! 

Want More Credibility? 
Jerry Peterson's SCARS project is the only system ever 

to pass all the combat requirements of the United States 
Defense Department. Then to go one better he raised that 
standard and personally trained the elite Navy SEALS, 
some made it, some didn't. But those that did today hold 
the coveted SCARS/CFC qualification of subject matter 
experts in the field of hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon 
combat. By the way, this qualification becomes part of their 
official military records. In fact, there would be no experts 
if Jerry Peterson did not license the SCARS-Combat 
Fighti11g Course to the Navy. Are you getting the picture? 
Don't wait as I did. Don't be fooled by the follower's ... 

You Know The 'Little Men' 
Ever since 1993, self-proclaimed military 'gurus' and 

some street-fighters have been following Jerry making 
clever claims, if you read between the lines theres nothing 
b111 ambiguous claims a11d self-given titles. Have you 
noticed nobody produces any official paperwork? 

Jerry Peterson Is Absolutely For Real 
This is what you'll find out. Don't wait. Let go of the 

past and learn the science of Lethal Combat. This is the 
first and only original Navy SEAL System. YOUR LIFE 
WILL DEPEND ON IT! Sorry, I'm jumping ahead let me 
explain why the martial arts can't and won't get the official 
documentation. First the system has to be universal to all 
men. This means that 100 men go in. One-hundred men 
come out 100% efficient in all aspects of CQB (close quar
ters battle). To prove that the government must test, and test 
SCARS they did, for over five years in real field condi
tions, on all terrains, including water with real weapons and 
in real conflicts. I'm not going to get into all the govern
ment testing, that will take forever. Plus there are some we 
can't talk about. But in all those years SCARS never failed 
EVER!! And that's why it's still the standard. 
In Fact SCARS Set "New Standards" ... for 

hand to hand, knife fighting, rifle combat, and much more. 
SCARS is also taking the Law Enforcement community by 

storm. The summer 
Olympics Special Security 
team was required to take 
our IQS- l Series just to 

qualify to get on the team 
and YOU can have that 

same knowledge and train
ing. This is your once-in
a-lifetime opportunity to 
become undefeatable 

(with or without a 
weapon) with the SCARS 

Professional Fighting Jerry Peterso11 

System. Why? 
Because Your Life Is Worth Saving 

SCARS will not fail Yfil!. That's why the US Navy 
SEAL's, government agents and law enforcement agencies 
throughout the world are using this easily learned, but lethal, 
system to save lives. You will know it works after seeing 
Jerry's powerful unbelievably easy to learn video tapes. 
Look, you'll receive more knowledge in one hour from Jerry 
Peterson's videos on fighting than two decades of so-called 
'Secret' Martial Arts. Thanks to Jerry's revolutionary train
ing method of Gestalt, it won't take you years, months, 
weeks, or days, in just a few short hours of watching you 
will eas.ily handle any bad guy that comes your way!!! I 
can't tell you the 'god-like' power you get from the truth of 
this system! 

I'm Telling You SCARS Is So Easy And So 
Devastating, It's 'Embarrassing'. 

You will resist at first. You will say buUsh-t! Then you 
start recalling your real fights on the street. Punches and 
kicks you have done. You try what-if-ing everything he says. 
Why? Because he is stripping you of the lies you based your 
manhood on, he is telling you and showing the cold logic of 
the fight, ripping apart the lie of defensive action and replac
ing it with brutal science of combat Be prepared, it's brutal. 
The foundation of SCARS is solely mathematical, it follows 
that the results are absolute, and not emotionally motivated. 
To a layman it will seem to be quite brutal. However this is 
pure science of human movement for the purpose of protect
ing your life. Since it is science, every move in every lesson 
seamlessly adapts to all modem and ancient weapons. You 
never waste time learning useless punching and kicking or 
grappling moves that DON'T work with weapons. With 
Jerry's system you can take the weapon out and you're still 
a lethal fighter. SEALS using SCARS have never been beat
en. Now is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to get Jerry's-

Free Special Report To Receive The Same 
Knowledge As The Most Feared Men On 

Earth Navy SEALS! Just Call 

1-800-827-1239 
24-hours for a Free recorded mes.sage to get your Free 
report. International, call 602-437-3143 
Check our New Website out at www.scars.com and find out 
how to become a Member to get free weekly lessons. 

Copyright t998 Direct Action C0<p0ration 
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There are times when your 



gear must not be an issue ... 



Professional Locksmithing Tools 

LOCKAID _c~. 
Specifically designed to pick 
tumbler locks. Designed over thirty 
years ago to aid law enforcement agencies. 
Consists of tension wrench, three needles and 
Lockaid "Gun." Prices include a copy of the book 
"Lockplcklng Simplified." 

Lockaid $69.95 -!~ 

,:!.!?.P~,.!~. 11l ;,~ 
features 11 of the most commonly 
used tools. Comes in a slim cowhide leather case 

special bonus, a 5-piece set of warded 

PXP 8 

PXP 10 
• Shirt Pocket Size. 
• Top Grain Cowhide Leather. 

for discreet undercover operatives. As a ~ 

picks is included. A 16-piece set total. 
Also included, a copy of "Lockplcklng 

• Has 13 Picks, Tension Wrenchs and Broken Key 
Extracto' 

Simplified." Receive all this at a low price of • All Picks wtth Metal Handles. 
Pix 13 $42.95 • Copy of Lockpicking Simplified. 

PXP 10 $34.95 

Lockpicking Simplified $8.50 

~ 
Safe & Vault manipulation $9.95 

Complete Guide to Lockpicking $15.00 How to Pick Pins & Wafers $9.95 
Improvised Lock Picks $9.95 Combination Locks $8.00 
Tubular Locks $8.95 00 Keys by lmpressioning $8.00 
Lockout and forced entry $11.95 4i Key Casting Manual $8.95 
Involuntary Repression $10.95 Locks, Picks, Clicks $10.00 

SESAMEE DECODER 
This tool was designed to decode the exact 
combination of a sesamee padlock without 
d~maging the lock. Detailed instruction included. 

This handy new pick set is tl1e most popular set among 
professional locksmiths today. This kit consists of 12 
different tools housed in a handsome black leather case 
designed for a shirt pocket. Included in the price, you 
receive a 5-piece warded key set and a copy of 
"Lockplcklng Simplified." 17-plece set total. 
ESP-13 $45.95 

MINI PICK TUBULAR 

$17.95 

The mast effective tubular pick on the mar1<el, unike the larger pici<s wtth long 
handles or screwdriver handles. The longer the tool, the more pressure needed 
which causes easy b<eakage. The advantage of ti's Mini Pick is ~ is so short. $79.95 
you only use your thumb and index fingei: With a little practice this tool will open a tubular loci< in less than a minu18. 
A 'lbur Choice: (1) Center (2) Offset left (3) Offset right; B. "Segal" 8 pin tubular, C 5-pin Tubular; D. &pin Tubular; E. 8-Pin />aJ. 

• 

s~<?i~~~~de~~~e~~ b?~~~on~~~!t~~p~la~~<?!~ 
sided disc tumbler, showcase. cam and padlocks. 

$29.95 SCHLAGE WAFER 
. . The most fantastic tool you will 

Electric Picks ever use. This set consists of two 
base keys and pick. Complete in-WWW structions included . ............... -..... - -

The best single tool for most pin tumbler locks • Opens many locks in seconds 
High quality aluminum construction · Used by locksmiths worldwide 

E100C (3 volt) ... .. ... ...... ..... .. ...... .. .... .... .. . 

Catalog $3.00 - Free with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery 

on Personal Check Orders. 
Money orders ship same day 

received . 
... All major credit cards 

accepted. 

PIX-EZ 
All-In-One 
Pick-Set 
100% American Made! 
As conwnient to carry 
and use as a pocket knife! 
Only 4 inches long, half inch square, weighs under frw 
ounces, works fast and opens pin and water tumbler 
locks quickly, with very little effort. Six tempe·red spring 
steel picks, tension wrench. $34.95 

WKS PICKS 
Made of the finest blue tempered 
spring steel, this 5-piece padlock 
pick-set is a must in every lock
smiths' tool box. This set will pick open most 
every warded padlock made today. $9.95 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
INCLUDES - 5 ITEMS 
1·MD·16 DELUXE SET ............. $59.95 
1-SCHALGE WAFER SE.T ..... ...... .. $29.95 
1-SESAMEE DECODER ...... ............................ $17.95 
t-WKS PICKS....... . ................................. .... $ 9.95 
I ·DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS . ~ 

A VALUE OF $147.75 
AT A LOW PRICE OF $89.95 

MD32 
Hip Pocket Size, 
Top Grain 
Cowhide Leather, 
Zippered Case, 
has 32 picks, 
Tension Wrenches, 
Broken Key 

Extractor. 
$69.95 

MD16 
Shirt Pocket Size, Top Grain 

Cowhide Leather, Zippered 
Case, has 16 Picks , Tension 

Wrenches and Broken Key 
Extractor. 

$59.95 

MD60 
Top Grain Cowhide Leather, Zippered Case, 
has 60 picks, Tension Wrenches. Broken Key 
Extractor and Warded Master Keys. $109.95 

The law requires all 
purchases be 
made in \)OOd faith, 
without make 
beli9119 or fraud by 
genuine persons 
within this industry 

Send to 
Steve Arnolds 

Gun Room 
Postage & handling 

$6.00 
Overseas postage add 

30% of total. 

-~~:;,.:;~'-: 

• ( ) Must be 18 years P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF5, Dexter, OR 97431, 541 726-6360 of age 

Web Address: www.gun-room.com E-mail: gunroom@pacwest .net 
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Continued from page 6 

Ask A Con About Crime 
Professors James Wright and Peter Rossi conducted a study for 

the Justice Department, which indicated that arming the good guys 
is a good deterrent to crime. Wright and Rossi interviewed some 
1,800 felons and discovered that: 

-8 1 % agreed that the "smart criminal" will try and find out if a 
potential victim is armed 

-74% felt burglars avoided occupied dwellings for fear of 
being shot 

-80% of "handgun predators" had encountered armed citizens 
-40% had not committed a specific crime fo r fear the victim 

was armed 
-34% of "handgun predators" had been scared off or shot at by 

armed victims 
-57% felt the typical criminal was more afraid of being shot by 

citizens than by the police 

Surprise, surprise, surprise! 

Flaming Car-Jackers 
Car-j acking has nothing to do wi th changi ng a tire, and flam

ing in this context has nothing to do with messing with some
body's emai l. South Africa, long known for innovative solutions 
to ordnance questions is now a crime-ridden, dangerous place to 
live. Car-jacking in particular has become rampant, with more 
than 13,000 in an I I-month period. Inventor Chari Flourie ' s 
answer to the problem is The Blaster - a flamethrower you 
mount on your BMW or Mercedes that sends a man-high ball of 
fi re into the face of whoever has malevolent intent. Flou rie states, 

"I am the last person to want to burn anyone. But if someone 
attacks you, they will ki ll you, they wi ll rape you, and they wi ll 
maim you." 

The first customer was police superintendent David Walkley, 
head of criminal intelligence in Johannesburg. Some 800 more units 
were sold about as fast as Flourie announced their availability. 

Inventor Flourie stated the flame will give up to third-degree 
burns and might blind someone, but it would not be lethal. (Maybe 
you 'd just have to leave it flam ing a little longe1:) It is anticipated 
the unit wi ll not be available in the United States, due to DOT con
cern over road rage. 

Disbanding The Band 
Amid a rash of clai ms by soldiers of hearing loss, the Irish Army 

has disbanded one of its four bands. Twenty-six bandsmen have so 
far been awarded $584,000 in damages, and there remai n another 7 1 
claims to be adjudicated. Bandsmen have claimed hearing loss due 
to the loud music, and Irish soldiers are filing imilar claims for 
hearing loss associated with live-fire exercises. 

NMCP May Join In Suits Of Gunmakers 
With the rationale that since crimes committed with gun hit 

minority communi ties hard, the NAACP is considering joining the 
cities that have filed lawsuits agai nst gun manufacturers, asking for 
millions of dollars in monetary damages on the premise that indus
try "negligence in marketing and distribution" allowed weapons to 
flow illegally into states where they are tightly controlled. A feder
al jury in New York recently returned a $4 million verdict in favor 
of plainti ffs who were suing the industry. Following the scent of 
money after huge tobacco industry settlements, cities such as 
Chicago, New Orleans, Bridgeport (Conn.) and Atlanta are either 

Easypreyforthe FBI. False securityfor America. 
The untold truth about the Oklahoma City bombing. 

MAY 1999 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Two lone drifters. The government would have us believe that 

they-and they alone-are behind the most devastating 

terrorist act ever committed on American soil. Now, the court

appointed defender of Timothy McVeigh reveals the real story 

behind the case. With a skilled legal eye, Stephen Jones 

uncloaks a preponderance of shocking evidence from one 

of the most exhaustive investigations in law enforcement 

history: Evidence that implicates the government in a rush to 

justice designed to lead us astray while the real terrorists 

were left at large. 

"Jones has written the closing argument 
he never got to deliver."-Newsweek 

Available at bookstores both real and virtual 

PUBLICAFFAIRS 
A MEMBER OF THE PERSEUS BOOKS GROUP 
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suing or considering suing the firearms industry. 
According to the Springfield, Mo., News Leade1; NAACP presi

dent Kweisi Mfume said, "We represent a significant constituency 
that is disproportionately affected by gun violence. The time has 
come for us to look at the proliferation of handguns. " At the associ
ation's annual meeting in February, Mfume said he would present 
the Board of Directors with several options, ranging from voicing 
concern about guns to joining suits filed by cities; the NAACP 
could file a separate suit, he said. 

Tungled Web Or Safety Net? 
FEMA into the breach: Is this the dawn of a paramilitary centu

ry? Military planners have been increasingly challenged by civilian 
leaders to provide military responses to domestic and international 
crime, drug trafficking, terrorism, civil defense, natural disasters, 
peacekeeping, civil unrest - even possible problems associated 
with the Y2K bug. This month 's web gleanings include official and 
private sites bearing on this phenomenon: 
FEMA: Backgrounder - Terrorism: 
http://www.fema.gov/library/terror.htm 
National Guard Bureau: http://www.ngb.dtic.mil/ 
FEMA: FEMA and the Year 2000 Initiative: 
http://www.fema.gov/y2kJ 
Global Organized Crime Task Force on Terrorism: 
http://www.csis.org/goc/taskterr.html 
Global Terrorism Decoded: http://www.globalterrorism.com/ 
The Counter-Terrorism Page: http://www.terrorism.net/home.asp 
The Terrorism Research Center: http://www.terrorism.com/ 
The International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism: 
http://www.ict.org.il/ 
Islamic Groups: the International Connection: 
http://www.ict.org.iJ/articles/isl_conv.htm 
JCT Spotlight: Terrorism: 

newshttp://www.ict.org.il/spotlight/main.cfm 
PTD: Political Terrorism Database: 
http://www.mindspring.com/-mastrapa/ptd.html 
PREEMPT Medical Counter-Terrorism, Inc.: 
http://home.eznet.net/-kenberry I 
Patricia E. Gibbons, Acting Chief Communications Technician, 
City of San Jose tells about NGB OPLAN 99-1/Y2K: 
http ://ww2. alta vista.com/ c gi-bin/news ?ms g @4564@al to/o 2epol i
ticso/o 2eorg%2ebatf% 26Re+ FEMA + Y2K +dril I+calls+out +Na ti on al 
+Guard (Did that web address give you a headache? Then try tak
ing this with two aspirin, email me in the morning) http://mem
bers.aol .com/rhrongstad/private/mlinknew.htm 
FEMA to Mobilize All National Guard in Y2K Drill (according to 
self-described "professional paranoid" H. Michael Sweeney: 
http://www.proparanoid.com/milex.html 
San Francisco Chronicle, 28 Jan 1999, "Military Seeks Authority 
for Civil Defense"; "Leader could direct response to terrorism": 

. http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/ 
1999/0 l/28/MN77611. 
San Francisco Chronicle, 30 Jan 1999, "Marines Scuttle Attack On 
Presidio, Baker Beach"; DTL "progressive politics enclave spared 
urban war game, Gorby Foundation here":http://www.sfgate.com/ 
cgibin/article.cgi ?fi le=/chronicle/archi ve/ 1999/01 /30/MN48432. 
San Francisco Chronicle, 5 Feb 1999, "East Bay Gung Ho for 
Marines"; "Mock assault set for Alameda, Oakland Sites " DTL 
"but Mayor 'Governor Moonbeam' Jerry Brown gives thumbs up": 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi bin/article.cgi ?fi le=/chronicle/archive/ 
1999/02/05/MN77544. 
San Francisco Chronicle, 9 Feb 1999, "Operation Urban Warrior" 
(liberal newspaper scolds citizens for turning down Marines): 
http ://www. sf gate. com/cgi bin/ article.cgi ?file=/ chronicle/ archive/ 
1999/02/09/ED38580 
Marines Shoot and Kill Civilian Goat Herder: 
http://www.ccnet.com/-suntzu75/marfa.htm 

- Compiled by Richard Rongstad ~ 

1'111e Beat INlgbl: Vrl•lon 1ln die World,. ll"eriad. 
Carll U!i to discowe,r why. 

The BEST Goggle The BEST Weaponsights 

Aquila 4X and 6X 
US GEN ill 

EXCALIBUR ELECTRO OPTICS, INC. 
PO BOX 400, FOGELSVILLE, PA 18051-0400 

(610) 391-9105 e-mail:xcalibur@ptdprolog.net FAX (610) 391-9220 

1-800-797-2849 
WORLD'S LARGEST STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR OF LITTON AND OTHER HIGH QUALITY NIGHT VISION SYSTEMS 
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The Military Gap 
It' s no mystery why so many military personnel have bitter feel

ings toward their commander-in-chief, President Bill Clinton. The 
elaborate Vietnam draft-dodger has committed dozens of egregious 
sex violations, including adultery and affairs with subordinates, any 
one of which would have left any enlisted man or women or officer 
high and dry. 

Clinton's leadership, unfortunately, has done more than just put 
a wedge between the presidency and United States soldiers. With 
his mass appointments of life-long civilians to military leadership 
roles, Clinton has contributed significantly to what's being 
described as a dangerous gap between military and American civil
ians and leadership. 

"I share deeply the concern that we are living through a period 
when the gap between the American people and their military is get
ting wider," said General John Shalikashvili, retired chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff in an interview with National Journal maga
zine. "It's not just a matter of fewer and fewer congressmen and 
senators having military experience. The same phenomenon exists 
in any roomful of bankers, or college presidents, or other opinion 
shapers." 

Secretary of Defense William Cohen has, himself, lamented a 
broadening disconnect between civilians and soldiers. Cohen, like 
most of Clinton's top advisers, has no military background; nor do 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright or CIA Director George 
Tenet. In Congress, veterans make up 43% of the Senate and 31 % 
of the House, down from 60% and 41 % respectively four years ear
lier. Of all nine congressional leadership positions, four are filled by 
politicians with military backgrounds. 

It's a far cry from the days when military service was almost a 
prerequisite for political service. Of all 11 presidents since WWII, 
only two - Clinton and Franklin Roosevelt - have lacked military 
service. 

"What you do see is a kind of buried disgruntlement among mil
itary leaders about having non-veterans in senior defense posi
tions," said military sociologist Charles Moskos, of Northwestern 
University, in an interview with the Associated Press. "When you 
are asking people to put lives on the line you need more than the 
legalized rules of subordination to the commander in chief. There 
has to be some faith in his judgment." 

Presidential Rape? 
We've all heard how it's no big deal Clinton lied under oath, 

and lied on TV to all Americans. After all, the lie really centered 
around sex, which is a personal matter. And if our culture were 
less prudish, and more sophisticated like other countries, and so 
on, and so forth. 

The problem with lies is that they undermine credibility when 
one might need it most. Most Americans and the press would give 
an American president the benefit of the doubt if a woman few peo
ple know started talking about a rape by the president 21 years ago. 
But this is Clinton. Any denials of this are clouded by the fact he has 
lied under oath and he routinely lies about matters involving sex. 

So don't be too surprised if the story of Jane Doe #5 in the inde
pendent counsel's report - a woman known as Juanita Broaddrick 
- someday becomes irrefutable. Broaddrick has, for years, told her 
friends in Arkansas that Bill Clinton, while state attorney general, 
brutally raped her in a Little Rock hotel room after she had enlisted 
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to work in his first gubernatorial campaign. On 28 March 1998, the 
story broke nationally on NCB, ABC and MSNBC's website. Four 
witnesses told NBC that Broaddrick revealed the rape to them. One 
was a nurse who told NBC she tended to Broaddrick after the 
assault, applying ice to the victim's bruised face and swollen lips. 

The story was quickly dropped before most Americans had time 
to let it sink in. That's because just days after the story broke, Judge 
Susan Webber Write dismissed the Paula Jones case, which was 
instrumental in uncovering the story. White House spinrnasters suc
cessfully convinced most reporters the story wasn't true, using a 
sworn denial by Broaddrick. (It should be noted that leading femi
nists have traditionally taught us to ignore rape denials, because vic
tims falsely rescind their stories out of fear and inability to confront 
a traumatic past experience.) 

The story resurfaced briefly in early February of this year, on 
Fox News Channel, after White House Press Secretary Joe Lockhart 
warned a Fox White House co1Tespondent not to run the story. The 
Internet's Drudge Report quoted Lockhart telling Fox: "You guys 
will regret this. Clinton-haters have been putting this story out for a 
decade now, as far back as the ' 92 campaign." 

Some members of the mainstream press still believe it, such as 
the Wall Street Journal 's Dorothy Rabinowitz. In the 19 February 
edition of the Journal, Rabinowitz wrote: "To encounter this 
woman (Broaddrick), to hear the details of her story and the state
ments of the corroborating witnesses, was to understand that this 
was an event that in fact took place." 

We won't be so bold as to say this story is true, or that the 
American people should blindly believe it. But with every new 
Clinton sex scandal, it has taken on more potential credibility. What 
we can say with sincere conviction is that any denial by Clinton or 
his staff, regarding sexual misconduct charges, holds no meaning 
whatsoever. This story can no longer be brushed off as an extreme 
attack on the president, too bizarre to be true. 

' ~~.i 

They're Not All Crazy 
The president of a Northern Virginia chapter of the National 

Organization for Women (NOW) says its the national feminist lead
ers have been too easy on President Bill Clinton over his alleged 
sexual improprieties. 

Marie Jose-Ragab, president of the Dulles chapter of NOW, told 
CNN it is unacceptable for NOW President Patricia Ireland and oth
ers to say the relationship between Clinton and former intern 
Monica Lewinsky is not sexual harassment. 

"This is the ultimate in sexual harassment," Jose-Ragab told 
CNN. "We have a pattern of standing up for issues having to do 
with sexual harassment, now we' re being selective. This is not the 
nature of our organization. We' re above partisan politics, we defend 
all women." 

At the chapter 's executive committee meeting in mid February, 
the six members agreed after long debate they would vote to 
become a dissident chapter of NOW, publicly expressing their dis
approval, until there is a modification in the leadership. "They have 
to step down if they can't stand up for the rights of all women," said 
Jose-Ragab, speaking of the top national leadership. 

NOW President Patricia Ireland has said if Clinton did have a 
relationship with Lewinsky, it was consensual. Ireland's critics in 
the women's movement say there's nothing consensual about sex 
with the boss, and argue it sets an unfair standard for other women 
who want to get ahead. ~ 
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VER~. 1lEALI.8TIC 

"Very realistic to what I do in a real life 
situation ~" 
- Rick Massa, SWAT Officer, 16 Year 
Veteran 

1lE'lllVER'.8 CBOICE AlfA1lD 
"SWAT 2 is possibly a strategy 
gamer's dream come true .... therefore, 
SWAT 2 has been awarded the presti
gious Game Post Reviewer's Choice 
Award, and personally I can't think of 
any game that deserves it more." 
- GamePost 

- -- -

R _GamePost 
ev1ewers 
CHO I CE 

01999 Sierra On-I.me, Inc. All nghlS reserved.®' and 1111 designate trademarks of, or licensed to Sierra On-Line, Inc. 

A HA.BTERPBCE OP A GAME 
"A masterpiece of a game. SWAT 2 is 
more than anything you could want 
in a real-time strategy game." 

- Blank Gaming 

CAN'T GET AN~. BETTER 
"Just when you think the Police 
Quest series can't get any better, 
Sierra FX outdoes itself again with 
the successor to the wildly successful 
SWAT, namely SWAT 2." 
- Daily Southtown 
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The More The Merrier 
T 

he real ities of conflict often dictate 
that you may be confronted by multi
ple opponents. Statistics te ll us that 
many law enforcement offi cers are 

often confronted by one or more threats at 
the same time. Going by the theory that 
" wolves" often travel in packs, we must 
consider the development of a proper 
response to these types of multi ple threats. 

Probably one of the single biggest negative 
contributing factors to "multiple-threat train
ing" are the thoughts and actions of trainers. I 
have attended and watched several "simula
tions" against multiple threats. In these envi
ronments tra iners ask the students to make a 
decisive response to simulated threats only to 
in fo tm the student that their selection of 
engagement priorities is not correct and that 
the students were "killed" by the simulator. 

One of the "drills" I ask students to par
ticipate in is a series of visual and representa
tive th reat simulations. The fi rst describes 
two threats at 5 to 7 yards away, both armed 
with handguns. Threat One has the handgun 
held in his hand hanging beside the ir leg. 
Threat Two has a handgun wi th both hands 
on the gun held at the centerline of the ir body 
pointed in the direction of the student. Which 
one would they shoot at first? Simulation two 
has the same threats, number one is the same 
but number two is now armed with a shotgun 
held muzzle up with the weapon across the 
body at high port. Which one would you 
shoot first? Jn a class of 20 people, general
ly no more than 50% agree on what threat 
they would shoot.first in either scenario. 

I then ask the student body, without 
looking at thei r c lassmates, to shape with 
their hands the size of the shotgun pattern at 
that engagement di stance. You would be 
stunned at the response. I am shown repre
sentati ve hand "patterns" from I-inch in 
diameter to li terally "cover the wall with 
pellets." As you the reader know, generall y 
a shotgun at seven yards must be "aimed" 
because the pattern size is small (approx i
mately 5 to lO inches) and you can miss ! 

The issue then may be a lack of education 
as to what weapons are capable of doing. 
Threat prox imity, weapon types and person
al knowledge should contribute to what 
threat out "shooter" engages first. What do 
they perceive to be more dangerous or more 
threatening? Proper responses, or any 
responses, harshly criticized by tra iners may 
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Starting position for each drill was with 
the handgun covered and the shooter's 
hands resting at the sides. 

in fac t cause hesitation or stalling on the part 
of our student in later " real" worl d con
frontations. If, in the experience of the tra in
er the selection made by the student is not 
correct, positive comments and correction 
supplemented with hands on "show and 
te ll ," may make the student more aware of 
the threats capabiliti es. Even dogs are 
tra ined by fim1 correction and pos iti ve "good 
boys" not by "come here you cur so I can 
beat the stuffing out of you." Call him again 
and see if he comes. 

There is, in all d iscussions of mul tiple 
threats, the argument of "do I shoot each 
threat once, then go back and shoot each 
threat aga in?" Do l shoot each th reat two or 
three times until the threat complies then 
move on to the nex t? Proper student mindset 
should dictate that our shooter must antici
pate that the rounds they fire probab ly won ' t 
work. What will they do next? If the shots 
fired don' t work, and we have already antic
ipated it, then we should have tra ined to 
solve the problem, not stand there stunned 
by the fac t that it didn ' t. We' II just go ahead 
with the fi ght until we win ! 

A solution is to conduct training efforts to 
inc lude the use of lateral movement to 
"stack" the threats in order to narrow our 
fie ld of fire and muzzle traverse. Thi s mini
mi zes muzzle off-target time. There is anoth
er benefi t. The same princ ipals apply to mu l
tiple threats that apply to fig hting in door
ways, halls and stairwe ll s. The threats fu n
neled by our lateral movement now ex peri 
ence limited fi e lds of supporting fire fo r each 
other. This works especially well with rifles 
as th rough-and- th rough projecti !es and 
debri s may pass th rough the first threat and 
into the "stacked" or fo llowing threat. 

The issue of " time on target" and how 
many shots to fire at each threat is not an 
easy and fas t answer. In many respects it is 
a fun ction of the shoote r 's experience, 
ammunition ava ilabili ty, and whether or not 
our student is working to stop the threat. All 
of these fac tors affect the number of rounds 
fired per threat. 

To get a general idea of what may work, 
we can create scenarios that place paper 
non-responding threats in env ironments that 
our shooter can engage fo r the purpose of 
hitting them with effecti ve gunfi re. What 

Continued on page 87 
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Custom Models: 
Custom quality and 
accuracy at a production 
price. 

Target Models: All the 
premium features of the 
Custom, plus an ad
justable sight. 

Gold Match Models: 
The finest production 
1911 .45ACPpistols 
of all time. 

High Capadty 
Polymer Models : 

Compact Models: 
Shorter slide and grip, 
perfect for concealed 
carry. 

Kimber Classic .45 ACP pistols have 
changed what shooters expect from a 
production 1911. For the first time 
features like frames and slides machined 
from steel forgings, match grade barrels 
and trigger groups, and custom quality 
sights are all standard. With a Kimber 
you can skip the gunsmith and go right 
to the range. The only problem has been 
finding one to buy. They usually don't 
last the day in the dealer's showcase. 

To meet demand, the Kimber 
factory has expanded. Production has 
increased several times over and so has 

Custom features plus a 
14 round magazine. 

selection. Now you can choose from 
fifteen different Kimber .45s. 

New for 1998 is the Compact series, 
with the same level of accuracy and 
dependability as the full size guns. Three 
models are available; Compact Custom, 
Compact Stainless and Compact 
Aluminwn. All have a four inch bull 
barrel fitted directly to the slide. This 
bushingless design reduces felt recoil, 
gives much better accuracy and ensures 
more positive feeding than you can 
expect from other small .45 pistols. 

Also new is the Stainless Gold 
Match, the finest production 1911 ever 
produced. Carefully hand fitted, the 
accuracy and dependability of these 
pistols is equaled only by custom guns 
from America's finest pistolsmiths that 
cost twice as much. 

Today Kimber is the obvious choice, 
and you can see them in just about any 
finer gun store. Now the hard part isn't 
finding a Kimber, it's deciding which 
one to buy. 

For complete information, send $2 to Kimber, Dept. 938, 1 Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705, or call (800) 880-2418. 
Visit our website at www.kimberamerica.com. 
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Duck behind enemy lines ... feel bullets whizz 
within inches of your head ... hit the ground 
as bombs explode all around. It's action you 
can always count on from your #1 Source 
for Military Books. Fill out the coupon and 
join The Military Book Club® today! 
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4 books for 98e. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when membership is MAIL TD: The Milimry Book Club numbers here 
confirmed. We'll also send your FREE Multi-Function Survival Knife. 2. Your satisfaction is 6550 East 30th street 
guaranteed. If you 're not happy with your 4 books, return them within 1 O days at our P.O. Box 6357 
expense. Your membership will be canceled; you'll owe nothing. The FREE Gift is yours to 13 CJ CJ 1< c: Lu a ·** Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 
keep. 3. Save up to 40% off publishers' hardcover edition prices. Just pick at least 4 www.MilitaryBookClub.com 
more books at our regular low Club prices during your membership. Take up to 2 years! YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to 
Then you may resign any time. 4. Extra bonus! Take a 5th book now for $4.99, plus ship- the risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Send me the 
ping and handling, and reduce your membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE 4 BOOKS I've indicated and my FREE Multi-Function Survival Knife. 
Club Magazine comes to you up to 17 times a year. Each reviews the Featured Book Bill me just 98~. plus shipping and handling. 

SAVE EVEN MORE! Send me this book now and 
reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me an 
added $4.99, plus shipping and handling. 
Books that counl as 2 are nol eligible. 
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Mr.JM rs. 
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the book number m one 
row of boxes and 9999 
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Selections plus dozens of alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you won't find 
anywhere else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, sometimes altered in 
size to fit special presses. Look for up to 2 special issues a year with super selections and 
more discounts. 6. Ordering is risk-free. Featured Book Selections are sent to you auto
matically. To cancel-or order other books-simply mail in your Member Reply Form or 
contact our Web site by the marked date. Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where 
applicable) is added to each order. You'll always have 1 O days to decide. If your Member 
Reply Form is late and unwanted books arrive, please return them at our expense. 7. Easy 
ordering. As a member, you can also order books via our Web site : 

Miss/Ms. _______________________ _ 

www.MilitaryBookClub.com. 
x Special edilion exclusively for Club members + Sottcover ++ Fiction # C<Junts as 2 

"Explicit language, violence, subject matter. 

Prices shown are for publishers' hardcover editions. Club hardcover editions save 
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Text & Photos by Frank Bergmaier 

lmposed Curfew 
(El Toque De Oueda Sigue) 

/1wakening to the sound of confusion, I could hear the panicked 
thumps of many running feet and the shouted order, "Take 
Cover!" I was totally disoriented as I opened my eyes and 

focused on the tropical setting - Paliti trees bent from the force of 
the rain and the haunting smell of death in a foreign land permeat-
ing the heavy air. Everything seemed to resonate with fear as the 
wind moaned its suueal warning, "Many will die today." Was this 
another nightmare 
or had l somehow 
been cruelly jerked 
back in time to 
Vietnam to awaken 
in the middle of 
some chaotic fire
fight long since for
gotten by everyone 
except my subcon
scious? 

Responding to 
the urgency of the 
order, I snagged my 
gear, hit the deck 
running heading for 
the door, and 
opened it the second 
the roof of my 
building was ripped 
off and rocketed 
away. On that bitter 
morning, 22 Septem
ber 1998, Hurricane 
Georges dropped by 
the Dominican Re-

Armed troops were everywhere to enforce 
curfew and discourage looting. Author 
(right) in hurricane's aftermath. 

public to say hello. That dawn could have, however, been any similar 
terror-filled a.m. in Vietnam 30 years ago. 

Relieved for the moment that my feeling of being thrnst back into 
the combat of a long-ago era was without reali ty, I began to make my 
way down the wind-swirled stairwell of the hotel to the shelter of the 
basement. Suffering from a minor hangover, I was the last one out 
of the top-floor room. Finally, leaping down the stairs, now four at a 
time, through a blown-out window I caught a glimpse of a sheet of 
corrugated metal roofing - spinning toward me like some lethal 
razor blade - which decapitated a healthy palm tree. Screams 
echoed in the rocking concrete stairwell as several guests fractured 
their legs as the mighty winds catapul ted them down the steps. 

As I watched the casualties being carried to safety, I again 
flashed on Vietnam with an eerie vision of poncho-littered WIAs 
being rushed toward a hovering medevac chopper. 

Through the next window, I saw a small building evaporate into 
the wind with the sound of an explosion. The relief I felt moments 
ago was gone as I realized the force of a category ill hurricane can 
kill you just as dead as combat. 

20 

Rounding the stairway at full-speed toward the ground floor, I 
was more than halfway down when the two large doors at the foot 
of the stairs imploded off their hinges and blew me back up to the 
landing. As the wind ebbed back out the door, I crawled at the same 
speed as the receding wind, until I cou ld recover and run the rest of 
the way to the shelter. 

Emerging late that night from the shelter, l wandered through the 
hotel lobby on the way back to my room. The storm was nearly spent 
except for an occasional strong gust, one of which sent a large fan 

there would be no commercial flights out. 

from the three-story
high ceiling crashing 
to the floor inches 
behind me. The floors 
were inches deep in 
water and littered with 
bobbing debris. l spent 

· the night in a soaking 
wet bed. There was no 
running water or elec
t1icity. Consequently, 
there would be no 
shaving, showering or 
toilets flushed for days 
to come. 

The airport in 
Santo Domingo was 
severely damaged 
and ordered secured 
by the Dominican 
government to re
ceive humanitarian 
aid, which meant 

The hotel made an effort to accommodate its guests, now trapped 
on the island for the next several weeks, by bumping us an extra $70 
dollars a night. When a tourist complained about price gouging, two 
security guards armed with shotguns converged on his room and 
summarily removed him from the hotel. 

The sun rose the next day with the hurricane well en route to 
Cuba. The hotel bar was again open in the lobby, so I treated myself 
to a Cein cincuento uno (151-proofDominican rum) to compensate 
for the shower I didn't get. 

I walked outside and couldn't believe the destruction. It looked 
like winter, since the trees still standing had lost most of their leaves. 
Every street was blocked with downed powerlines and trees. Most 
houses had no roofs and every corrunercial sign in the country 
appeared to be trashed. Soldados armed with shotguns and M-16s 
were everywhere. People in the street were talking about looting, 
which had broken out before Georges hit, and the headline of the local 
newspaper read "el toque de queda sigue," which roughly translated 
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These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

FM-200 (2CD Set) $19.95 * 
2 CD set of 200 US Army field manuals for Air Traffic, Ammunition, Armor, Aviation, Engineering, Light Cavalry, 
Medical, NBC, Operations, Plumbing and Pipefitting, Rigging Techniques, Security, Survival, Terrain Analysis, 
Topographic Operations, Weapons and more. 

FM-50G $14.95 * 
Includes weapons field manuals, plus operational manuals for such weapons as SKS, MlGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, 
Lee Enfield, M16, Ml4, MAC, M60, FN-FAL, P38, Model 1917 .30 Cal US Rifle, M24 Sniper Rifle, 90 mm Recoilless 
Rifle, M9 Pistol, .45 Cal Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

MEDICS $14.95 * 
Includes FM8-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, and ST31_91B; the Special Forces Medical 
Handbook, FM21-ll First Aid for Soldiers, Combat Stress, NiBC Protection, plus 23 other health and medical 
related manuals. 

SPEC OPS $14.95 * 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and 

MiliMMedia 
7454 Lancaster Pike 
Suite 321 
Hockesssin, DE 19707 

Pathfinder manuals; Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River Crossing, 
Northern Ops, FM21-75 Combat Skills, FM21-76 Survival, 

and the Ranger Handbook. A total of 33 manuals 
on all aspects of Special Operations. 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-321-2974 



UNITED STATES 
Missile Defense: Clinton reverses long-standing Democratic Party policy to delay 
any National Missile Defense System with announcement he will allocate another $7 
billion over six years to develop the system. Part of administration decision is move 
to downgrade U.S.-German-ltalian MEADs air defense system to protecting only 
maneuver forces, not cities and populations, which has angered Europe.• Droning 
Enemies: First 20 tests of MALO-Miniature Air-Launched Decoy-successful in 
January. MALO program designed to create small, cheap drone to confuse enemy 
forces by appearing as F-16 or other attacking fighter and waste their missiles. • 
Tiny Planes for Cops: Lockheed Martin tests Micro Air Vehicles. The tiny planes (6 ~~~~ 
inches across) are self-controlled and can send back video or other data. Pentagon 
wants the aircraft to help infantry units fight in cities. Lockheed envisions civilian 
markets, such as police, firefighters, hazardous materials inspection units, and even 
ranchers for surveillance of cattle and fences. • Minesweeping: Navy has agreed 
to spend more money on minesweeping technology, but only after Secretary of 
Defense Cohen agreed to provide it as part of Navy's increased budget. • Failed 
Policy? Pentagon records show number of gay and lesbian soldiers kicked out of 
military has increased every year since new "Don't Ask, Don't Tell " policy of 1994. 
• Gulf Syndrome: New study shows British troops who went to Iraq suffer twice 
rate of illness as civilians who stayed home or soldiers who went to Bosnia. 

Turkish Tank: Bidding becomes intense for new Turkish 
tank. Israelis drop out, fearing Turks might let a 
Merkava-3 be captured by the Syrians or Kurds , or an 
lslamist revolution wou ld take over Turkey. Israeli com
panies would provide components if General Dynamics 
wins bid. •U.S. Missiles: Government asks U.S. to send 
Patriot missiles to protect it from any Iraqi missile retali
ation. U.S. agrees to send battery to the lncirlik Air Base. 

Pinochet: Panel of seven British Law 
Lords meet to review Pinochet's claim of 
diplomatic immunity. Chilean govern
ment and Amnesty International were 
allowed to speak at hearing. Relatives of 
Pinochet's victims in Chile filed filed law 
suit against President Eduardo Frei for 
defending Pinochet. Spanish prosecu
tors insist Pinochet had ordered torture 
before se izi ng power, and therefore 
could be extradited for those crimes if 
not the crimes committed as president. 

Assassination Attempt: Six opposition 
parties form coalition to oppose 
President Preval's recent move to dis
band parliament and rule by decree. 
Leaders of the Senate and Chamber of 
Deputies reject Preval's move, saying 
1995 law he used to force them out was 
not valid. U.S. expresses concern. Marie
Claude Preva l-Calvin (Preval 's sister) 
badly wounded in assassination attempt. 
Followers of Preval and former President 
Ari stide hold angry demonstrations. 

New Submarine: Military receives fourth Kilo
class submarine - a modernized type-636 boat. 
• You Die First: Government orders executives 

~ of all 23 domestic airlines to personally ride their 
companies ' planes on 1 January 2000, as incen
tive to solve Y2K problems. •Warning to U.S.: 
Government warns U. S. not to work with Japan 
or Taiwan to build missile defense system. 

SUDAN 
SPLA conflict: SPLA rebels repulse 
government attack in Blue Nile region. 
Two pro-gove rnment factions clash in 
Juba, and both ordered out of city. 
SPLA rebel Garang flies to Libya for 
secret meeting with Sudanese offi
cials. Sudanese cargo plane drops 
three bombs into hospital run by 
"Doctors Without Borders" at Kaja 
Keji, destroying key buildings. 
Sudandese government and SPLA 
agree to extend ceasefire for an other 
three months. Eritrea and rebels reject 
government claims that Eritre an 
troops were massing to invade Sudan. 

LIBYA 
Divine Punishment for U.S.: Gov
ernment officials say talks with 
South Africa and Saudi Arabia 
have made important progress in 
re so lving Lockerb ie impasse. 
Libya says 10 tornadoes that 
struck state of Tennessee on 17 
January was "divine punishment" 
for U.S. crimes against humanity. 



Nuke Test Lies: Washington Times reports Russian Deputy 
Nuclear Energy Minister Lev Ryabev admitted that Russia car
ried out five sub-critical nuclear tests on Novaya Zemlya in 
September and December 1998, contradicting previous 
denials. • Advanced Fighter: Military unveils long-awaited 
MiG-1.42 or MFI advanced fighter. Russians insist it is as 
stealthy as the F-22, more maneuverable, and faster. Regarded 
as the "flying laboratory," MFI will never go into production but 
will form basis of smaller and cheaper fighter to go into service 

~-,-,,,,,~l!!I!~ about 2010. MFI can carry air-to-air weapons internally for 
increased stealth, or externally when weapons load is more 
important. It can cruise at Mach-1.7 without afterburners. • 
New Missiles: Tests continue for smaller, lighter missiles that 
would allow SA-10 launcher to mount 12 rounds ready to fire, 

-~r,.,t.....,;JJ rather than the original four. Russian SA-10 and SA-12 expect
ed to dominate market in anti-aircraft missiles for next decade. 

Free Press: Army officials arrest newspa
per editor for publishing report that 23 
officers tried to stage a coup. Army hands 
editor, Mark Chavunduka, over to civilian 
police only when they threaten to arrest 
Defense Minister. Reporter and publisher 
involved in original story also arrested. 

THAllAND 

IRAO 
U.S. Pilot Threat: Military adapting to tactics Serbs used 
to shoot down F-16 over Bosnia. Missile battery waits 
until aircraft is directly overhead, then launches missi le 
which pilot cannot see and which defensive pods on air
craft may not detect. In other cases, Iraqis try to lure U.S. 
planes into areas where several missile batteries interlock. 
Pilots report flights over Iraq have gone from routine 
patrols to edge-of-the-seat missions with extreme ten
sion. Iraqis have mounted most of their missiles on tank 
chassis or heavy trucks, allowing them to move so U.S. 
intelligence is never sure where all missile batteries are. 

~-· 

Russian Tanks: Government 
orders 100 new T-90 battle 
tanks from Russia and will 
build another 200 under 
license in deal with $750 
million. Tanks will replace 
old T-55s and Vijayantas 
and will form main striking 
arm of Indian Army. India 
wants T-90s in order to stay 
one step ahead of Pakistan's 
Ukranian-built T-80Uds. 

DEMOCRATIC CONGO 
Civilian Bombing: Antonov plane drops three 
bombs on rebel-held Kisangoani, kil ling 178 civil
ians. DRC soldiers completed "advanced training" 
in Angola. Government denies reports troops mas
sacred 320 civilians around Zongo. Mai-Mai and 
Burundian Hutus attack Bukavu, losing 69 men. 
Central African Republic denies any role in war, but 
DRC troops have launched their attack on Zongo 
from CAR territory. Namibia trying to pull troops out 
of DRC, saying situation in Angola more dangerous. 

Corvette Fight: Military confirms one of its corvettes 
engaged in firefight with unknown armed trawler in 
January. Trawler had been firing on several Thai fish
ing boats. Myanmar reports two of its frigates had 
fired on the Thai corvette, but Thai Navy denies it had 
any knowledge of such a clash. Thailand and Myan
mar have long-standing dispute over three small 
islands near Ranong, and agreed to set up a hot line. l~ifl~!~~J~,;;:~'.~ 



Special Wardrobe And Toys 
Regarding Wayne 

Laugesen 's superb article, 
"The Thin Blurry Line," I 
agree that federa l and 
local law enforcement is 
becoming increas ingly 
militari zed , due to the 
"war on drugs": SpecOps 

training, disregard fo r Posse Comitatus, and 
hi gh-tech gear paid for through RICO 
seizures. However, I don ' t believe there has 
been large-scale recruitment of Special 
Forces veterans. 

Without the draft, it is becoming less 
common to find vets in the Thin Blue Line, 
and fema le vets are extremely rare. 
Additionally, I believe some agencies avoid 
recru iting martial artists , competitive shoot
ers, and combat vets for fear of civil liabili
ty. The hot ticket these days is a degree in 
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Criminal Justice (formerly called Police 
Science, another oxymoron). 

SWAT has moved from countersniper to 
"high risk" warrant operations, and they 
have passed these techniques on to patrol 
and narcotics units. Even simple arrests and 
detentions are carried out by squad-type 
units called teams, task fo rces, etc . 
Confronting the public with large numbers 
of officers has several advantages: The sus
pect is intimidated, the officers can talk to 
each other without li stening to citizens, 
responsibility fo r mistakes can be spread 
th rough the team, and fema le officers can 
be protected without being singled out. 

Outside SWAT, I doubt if very many 
cops wearing "ninja suits" or "Fri tz" hel
mets have ever experienced the joys of 
infantry basic. If they had they would not 
attract rifle fire by bunching up or stay ing 
close to the bl ack-and-whites. 

Dav id E. Steele 

#1216 
Kydex Sheath 
(11111dl-8181y) 

Insulting and Demeaning 
I fee l the arti c le by Mr. Laugesen, 

whether written from personal animosi ty 
toward SWAT and other special opera
tions within poli ce departments, or as an 
" informative article" mean t to revea l a 
few bad apples, to be both insulting and 
demeaning to today's local and federa l 
law enforcement agenc ies. As a profes
sional soldier, and a friend of several 
police officers, many of whom are on 
SWAT teams, I am embarrassed by your 
ins inuation that police officers should not 
have military tra ining that they often 
have. Thi s in s inuation is reminiscent of 
the ones made by male chauvinists that 
women should be kept in the kitchen , 
instead of the work force. 

I a lso find the subliminal comparison of 

Continued on page 29 
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It's just hands-down the most brutally-effective fyet simple to master} system ever revealed to civilians! 

Vicious Russian "Top Secret" Spec Op 
Military Fighting System Finally Revealed 
By Defiant "Underdog" U.S. Businessman! 

This exciting news is going to blow the 
lid off the "self-defense" industry. Due to 
some unbelievably complex (international) 
breakthroughs ... 

I Now Have Videotape Of 
Russian Spec Op Unarmed 

Combat Secrets 
The U.S. Military Spent 
Millions Trying To Steal 

And the U.S. military still doesn't have 
these amazing fighting secrets! You cannot 
find a qualified teacher of these vicious hand
to-hand fighting secrets ANYWHERE in 
the United States ... not in the military 
Special Forces, not in the FBI or CIA 
Virginia compounds, not in any of the high
tech "foreign experiment" dojos around 
"Area51" in Nevada (the most secret military 
installation in the world). This stuff is hands
down the best-kept secret among "insiders" 
in the world of serious combat. 

But I found him - the ONLY former
Russian Special Forces "super-soldier" 
willing to reveal the fighting techniques that 
made Soviet elite soldiers the most feared 
fighters on the planet. Navy SEALS, 
DELTA soldiers, Rangers ... they're tough 
guys, but even they admit they NEVER want 
to have to face anyone trained in the brutal 
killing arts ofSPETSNAZ. (SPETSNAZ 
is Russian for "Special Forces", but the 
organization is actually more elite than even 
our SEALS- only one out of3,000 Soviet 
spec op soldiers ever reaches this level. .. and 
NO ONE but these "elite-of-the-elite" 
soldiers in Russia ever gets this advanced 
training! Ninety-six percent of the Soviet 
military doesn't even know these secret 
killing arts exist - due to intensive 
government coverups! Even the more
famous KGB agents - Russia's version of 
the Nazi Gestapo - are terrified of 
SPETSNAZ operatives and their skills.) 

The guy I found is named Vladimir 
Vasiliev, and I had to travel to Toronto, 
Canada to see him - he won't come see me 
here in the States. (Let's just say he's a little 
"cautious", due to his reputation and escape 
from Soviet Russia.) Finding this former 
Russian "super-soldier" meant risking my ass 
with some serious international intrigue. 
Fortunately, I still have several "deep contacts" 
in the U.S. militaryspecialforces ... and when 
Vladimir finally decided to "go public" in a 
bigway, he sent word to me through a Ranger 
veteran in northern Idaho. 
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And let me tell you, this is the most 
important "find" in all my years of working 
with world-class fighting arts. (I've been 
swamped with calls from cops, U.S. special 
forces soldiers, federal agents and street 
fighters about this tape ... even though it~ not 
for sale yet - word has slipped out among 
the insiders already.) You see, Vladimir wasn't 
just a Spec Op soldier. .. no ... Vladimir was 
so "high up" he taught this astonishing 
Russian fighting system to other 
SPETSNAZ agents (and was, in fact, one 
of their "specialized" trainers) ... and then 
led them in the most chilling and dangerous 
missions I've ever been briefed on (all still 
classified Top Secret by the Soviet Army)! 
(My Ranger contact, who did two frontline 
tours in Vietnam, was equally blown away 
listening to these bloody tales.) 

Vladimir is so tight-lipped about his past 
it took me 6 months to get this deal 
together ... but I didit. And now ... because 
of these jerk-off"black baggers" harassing 
me at home ... 

I Have To Move Fast To Make 
Sure These Amazing Combat 

Secrets Are Available 
(And Stay Available) To 

Civilians Uke You! 
What I'm doing is not illegal ... but you 

know my little company has been stopped 
before by "high up" interference despite being 
in the right. (These "higher ups" want to keep 
this information only for cops and soldiers, 
and out of the hands of civilians like you and 
me. Last year we held 3 exciting "hands on" 
gun-and-fighting workshops hosted by 
veteran Navy SEALS and former DELTA 
officers ... and these workshops were stopped 
by mysterious, powerfol interference!) Now, 
dammit, I love this country ... but sometimes 
a man is forced to just stand up and say 
"ENOUGH!" I don't care what anyone says 
- the Cold War is over, and if these "top 
secret" Russian hand-to-hand techniques are 
now "fair game" to be shared with you ... well, 
that's what I'm gonna do. And if I'm putting 

· my life in danger doing something that is 
guaranteedbythe First Amendment ... well ... 
sometimes you gotta show a little courage to 
do the right thing. 

But ... with your help ... I see an EASY 
way out of this ... if you act fast. 

Up to today, very Jew people have seen 
these tapes (or even know they exist). And, 
as soon as I can, I want to get these tapes 
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into the hands of as many "civilians" as 
possible. I've ordered a limited number of 
"special" sets of these tapes prepared, and by 
next weekend, I want them all in the hands 
of people like you. Once this happens ... 

The Cat Will Be Out Of The Bag! 

There's no law against owning these 
tapes ... or selling them. The only way anyone 
can stop this deal is to stop me from getting 
them out. Once the tapes are in the hands 
of the "public" (meaning non-military people 
like you), the game is over. That's why I am 
selling these special packages at less than half 
what they're worth! 

And you don't get the "edited" version of the 
tapes, either - no, what I'm sending you is 
the same un-edited version that I have in 
my own home for training. Plus, I'm 
throwing in an extra bonus video -- this extra 
footage really "pushes the line" -- it contains 
Russian military "dirty tricks" about fighting 
with improvised weapons. This made sure 
that SPETSNAZ soldiers were never farther 
away than their belt, jacket, wallet or even a 
simple magazine from possessing an 
amazing weapon that can defeat and disarm 
even a skilled attacker holding a gun or knife 
on them. (This is incredible information I've 
never seen before from all my years in this 
business. Even professional soldiers and cops 
are astounded at the Russians' ability to 
create weapons out of virtually nothing 
during a streetfight.) 

Plus, you get the most wild-ass guarantee 
I've ever offered anyone at any time - you 
can order these tapes, watch them, train with 
them ... for an entire 4 months ... and, if 
you're not satisfied, for any reason, just send 
'em back for a complete refund of your entire 
"insider" price. AND ... you get to keep that 
special Russian "improvised weapons" honus 
video footage, no matter what. 

What's more ... I'm even paying (out of 
my own pocket) for all your shipping and 
handling costs-about $16 worth of postage
plus. That means you get the most outrageous 
discount price available ... without any risk 
at all ... plus the chance to see the "unedited" 
insider tapes ... of the HOTTEST fighting 
secrets videos now in existence! 

This will cost me dearly- no way am I 
going to make up my initial expense of flying 
a crew into Canada to shoot these tapes ... 
not selling this huge package of stuff at 50% 
oJJ. .. but it's worth it ... because ... I have 
dedicated my life to providing this kind of 
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important information to civilians. 
Now ... I realize all this sounds like some 

weird "spy'' drama you'd see on television. 
But this is how the "real world" works. Most 
men in my position would just close up shop, 
and not try to ruffle anyone's feathers. I'm 
not like that. I love being an American, and 
it feels good to do the right thing ... even if 
I'm taking an enormous risk. 

You, of course, 
risk absolutely nothing. 

But, man, are you ever going to be blown 
away by these tapes Vladimir made! If you 
value your self-defense (and the protection 
of your family and loved ones) ... you have 
just discovered the easiest ... yet most 
effective way to beat any attacker (of any 
size), anywhere, anytime ... even if you are 
surprised, outnumbered, or bare-handed 
against a weapon! 

Here's why everyone who's seen it is so 
excited about this new fighting system: 

'- There are NO moves to memorize 
or practice - the entire system 
works by using your natural 
movements (and just "lethalizing" 
them with a few "twists"). This is 
the only system I've ever seen where 
you look like you're having relaxed 
FUN kicking serious ass! 

'- No one has a clue how defend or 
attack this , system - even the 
handful of U.S. fighting experts 
who have seen it can't find a way to 
beat it! There are no "stances", so 
you're never unprepared ... and 
cannot be taken by surprise! 

'- It's so ingeniously simple, you can 
MASTER it in the shortest time 
humanly possible! (Russian spec op 
soldiers spent minimum time in 
training - a fraction of what 
SEALS do - and yet the Russians 
quickly attained better hand-to-hand 
fighting skills!) There is NO other 
fighting art you can learn in a shorter 
time anywhere on the planet! 

'- You don't need to be in shape, or 
have fast reflexes, or any previous 
training at all - in fact, being 
buffed-out and having athletic 
reactions won't help you master this 
any faster at all! (Vladimir loves 
training women, first-time fighters, 
and people you might be tempted 
to call "weak" or "small".) In fact ... 
this style is so fluid and natural that 
it easily adapts to your particular 
strengths and ... 

Instantly Eliminates 
Your Weaknesses! 

You learn it fast, it's easy to use, and yet 
even casual training in it will allow you to 
rub the noses of bigger, meaner, and more 
skilled black belt/streetfighing thugs into the 
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dirt. It's so deceptively dangerous, people will 
think you're using magic to knock opponents 
out! Sounds like a Hollywood bullshit movie, 
doesn't it. Well, it's not. I checked it out -
by hiring two expensive "investigative 
reporters" to see if all this was the truth. 
Here's what they found: 

First, Vladimir is the "real thing." He was 
a champion boxer and karate competitor in 
his home town of Tver (2 hours east of 
Moscow). When he reached the Army, his 
special talents as a fighter got him placed in 
officer training with SPETSNAZ. He spent 
10 years with that elite operation, running 
multiple special missions ... including eleven 
deep reconnaissance and POW recoveries 
behind enemy lines (this was during the brutal 
Afghanistan War - Russia's nightmare 
version of our Vietnam). 

On top of seeing more bloody face-to-face 
combat than any American soldier I've met, 
Vladimirwas so skilled at these special hand
to-hand combat arts that he trained other 
SPETSNAZ operatives, KGB hit-men, 
Kremlin bodyguards, elite paratroopers and 
Russian big-city SWAT teams. 

But it's WHAT he taught that's so 
interesting. This Russian fighting system is 
like NOTHING you've ever seen or heard 
about before. There are very good reasons 
why the U.S. military spent mega-millions 
of dollars (and wasted the lives of good 
agents) trying to steal this amazing system. 

First. it's just hands-down the most 
devastating fighting system anyone's ever 
seen. (This is freely admitted by martial art 
experts in every discipline.) Second, it's 
simple to master, and not based on strength or 
conditioning-the equivalent ofhandingyou 
a loaded revolver to face an unarmed attacker: 

No contest! 

Third, there's the amazing '~hort cut" 
learning process. Russian scientists discovered 
long ago how to quickly "download" even the 
most vicious training directly into your 
nervous system -so it's partofwhoyouare, 
not just something you've memorized. That 
means, in a fight, while the other guy is 
thinking about his next move, you've already 
made yours ... and ended the fight. (This 
Russian secret of "training the nervous 
system directly" has never been fully 
understood by the U.S. military- in fact, 
Vladimir can't even explain what he does ... 
he only has the massive evidence of success to 
show that what he does works. This enrages 
American scientists - especially the ones 
connected with the Pentagon.) 

Fourth, this new system prepares you with 
physical, psychological and PSYCHIC 
training ... stuff our boys haven't even begun 
to understand. Vladimir trained with knives 
held to his back, fighting live prisoners using 
live ammo, suffering mind-game torture (like 
being stuffed in a small sewer pipe so tight he 
could barely breathe, and le.ft there for long 
hours) ... and - coupled with the devastating 
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hand-to-hand skills you're also about to learn 
- it was this training that got these soldiers 
so tough, so dangerous, and so skilled that they 
got through bloody fights victorious and safe. 

What's more ... it was GUARANTEED 
these elite Russian soldiers would nevermeet 
a better hand-to-hand fighter ... 

Anywhere On The Planet! 

This system evolved because ofRussia's long 
history of warfare. Everybody took a shot at 
them over the last few thousand years ... which 
meant Russian soldiers had to learn (fast) how 
to beat black belt Japanese Samurai ... razor-
swallowing Mongols under Attila the Hun .. . 
French savate experts ... British boxers .. . 
Korean swordsmen ... Turkish terrorists ... 
German storm-troopers ... and on and on. So 
they needed a system that would imtantly 
adapt to any fighting style you faced. . . and 
instantly beat it. 

Russia didn't have a "standing" army of 
professional soldiers until recently, either -
so this fighting system also had to be learned 
quickly by farmers and factory workers ... and 
mastered by them ... so they could go into 
battle (often the next day) and win against 
superior numbers and better-armed 
professional warriors. What's more, once 
learned, this system had to be so simple to 
remember, and so natural (using only those 
moves you do naturally, everyday, to walk, 
wash, eat, breathe, etc.) that these "farmer
soldiers" wouldn't forget it, even if it was 20 
years until the next battle! 

The amazing thing is, my researchers 
discovered that civilians who learned (even 
casually) this system seemed to absorb al/the 
attributes of the "super soldiers". Here are 
just a few stories we learned: 

• One young Canadian who Vladimir 
trained for a short time is so small, and so 
"fragile" looking (5'6 ", 140 pounds soaking 
wet) you might mistake him for a girl from 
across the street. Yet ... he's now banned 
from competition fighting because he hurt 
all his opponents too seriously! (Black 
belts don't like to get their noses broken 
by a "boy'' who doesn't seem to actually 
have any fighting skills they can identify!) 

• Another Canadian guy named Mike 
Sapiz (5'9", maybe 160 pounds) ran afoul 
of 7 beefy bouncers in a European nightclub 
-the biggest one was a bodybuilder with 
17 inch arms and a serious attitude 
problem ... but the "fight" took about 8 
seconds - Mike took the big jerk down 
and held him there, helpless, for the other 
bouncers to see, and they backed off, all 
their macho attitude suddenly gone. Mike's 
life had been threatened, and his training 
with Vladimir literally farced him to react 
in the most brutally effective way. 

• Another Canadian (James Pomerants) 
was vacationing in the Caribbean, 
minding his own business, when the guy 
at the next table pulled out a knife and 
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waved it in a woman's face. No one else in 
the bar moved ... but James took the knife 
away and "convinced" the wildman to 
calm down with a nerve-shattering move 
no one saw. His brief Russian System 
training just "leapt" out of him, 
automatically and savagely. 

• A 32-year-old cop arrived at a scene just 
like the Rodney King incident - this 
crack-crazed thug wasn't fazed by pepper 
spray or nightsticks, and was terrorizing 
3 armed policemen. He stepped in and put 
the mad-dog on the ground without 
hesitation ... using a simple move he had 
only recently learned from Vladimir. 
(Needless to say, those other cops are now 
among those hounding me for these new 
training videos.) 

• A Russian soldier (name withheld) had 
been parachuted behind enemy lines in 
Afghanistan, and hadn't seen food or water 
for days. He was exhausted, and struggling 
with a 130-pound pack of explosives - a 
stiff breeze would have taken him down. 
Afghani mountain warriors attacked with 
Khyber swords (long, curved blades as 
sharp as razors) ... no contest. The 
Afghani's are feared the world over for their 
viciousness and courage and delight in 
killing ... but this time they had picked the 
wrong "easy target". This soldier was 
trained in the Russian System, and even 
dead-tired, hampered by 130 pounds of 
metal and leather, starved and surprised ... 
he disposed of the attacker in seconds. 

It's amazing, too, what happens when 
"ordinary" people train with Vladimir. 
Businessmen suddenly find themselves 
influencing people with their confidence and 
intuition ... smaller guys who would never 
otherwise consider a bodyguard job suddenly 
excel at it ... and ... without a word said ... 
suddenly no one wants to get in your way in 
the street. It's like "loading up" your body 
and your confidence with ... 

Mysterious Power 
That Others Can Sense In You! 

What Vladimir does is teach your body to 
"think" ... this training goes straight to your 
nervous system, and operates automatically 
whenever you're in danger! This ain't JKD 
by any measure ... yet what Vladimir teaches 
is more "in tune" with Bruce Lee's philosophy 
than any other art now practiced anywhere! 
(Stay fluid ... no memorized moves ... only 
use what works, regardless of tradition ... 
everything Bruce Lee promised has shown 
up in this amazing new system.) 

Here are some details of what you're about 
to learn: 

• Where to find the "handles" on your 
opponent so you can lead him into your 
elbows and knees and inflict more 
immediate damage than any karate kick 
or ju jitsu take-down known! 
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• How to deliver a "punch" (without ever 
forming a classic "fist") that will do more 
devastation than hitting your opponent 
with a hammer! (You'll look like a blur of 
motion, but in reality you're only making 
very simple, natural movements - easily 
learned- which you can use regardless of 
your fitness level or body type!) 

• The most unique knee work you've ever 
seen ... allowing you to dominate attackers 
without putting your drink down! 
Devastating, effective ... peifect for tight 
places, or when your arms have been 
trapped (or, as the Russians learn, 
wounded'}! 

• How to unleash the natural "whips" in 
your body to take out even attackers who 
have advanced, high-end athletic quick 
reactions! (They can be twice as fast as 
you and still not be able to defend 
themselves from the brain-numbing 
blows you deliver!) 

• How to use your belly to deflect formal 
and street-level strikes - even if you've 
got a large gut! (You've never seen a 
fighting art that allows you to be so out of 
shape, and stiff deadly!) 

• Special "one-strike" fight-enders 
especially developed by the Russians to 
be used when you are exhausted, drained 
of energy, even wounded! (You only want 
to know this vicious stuff for when your 
life is in danger!The games are over ... ) 

• Newtargetareasyouneverknewexistedthat 
will instantly leave your attacker numb and 
useless! (A simple "tap'' ... and he's limp!) 

• How to multiply the power behind your 
blows - a simple technique that can turn 
a mild slap into the most savage strike 
you've ever delivered! 

• How to use your elbow to take out bulky, 
larger opponents ... especially street
fighting boxers! (Not like any karate elbow 
work you've ever seen!) 

• How to take out multiple opponents with 
the Russian version of the "bitch slap" -
an unbelievably deadly strike that 
"multiplies" itself ... perfect for taking out 
2 attackers at once! 

• The "rotating fist" that causes extreme pain 
with every "touch"! (Let your opponent 
know right NOW who he's dealing with, 
and what he has to look forward to if he 
doesn't run away immediately!) 

• How Russians have learned to "parlay" the 
energy of getting hit (in a surprise attack), 
so your "reply'' strike absorbs all the power 
and returns it - just like an electric 
current making a loop and burning a hole 
in the original plug! (Pro fighters have 
been searching for this secret for years!) 

• Special strikes that will let a 12-year-old 
kid shred a bodybuilder's gridiron stomach 
like melted cheese! 

• An ingenious way to use your teeth (that 
could only come from the Russians) on 
hidden "pressure points" that will leave 
your opponent helpless! 
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• How to use special "psi" training 
techniques to quickly "recondition'' your 
nervous system so you don'tfeel pain during 
a.fight! 

• How to turn the fact you're shorter, 
smaller, fatter or weaker than your 
opponent into an advantage! 

• Where to look with your eyes during a 
confrontation - the Russians discovered 
it's NOT a direct stare that gives you an 
advantage ... almost all professional 
fighters eventually do this intuitively, and 
now you'll have the secret! 

• The incredible Russian "Trinity Shot" -
a rapid-fire explosion ofhands and feet that 
no one can defend against! (And yet it's 
simple to learn, completely adaptable to 

. your body type and level of fitness!) 
• How to use ingenious "test kicks" to find 

out how scared your opponent is! (He may 
look confident and tough, but you'll know 
the truth in seconds.) 

• How to become "mugger-proof" by 
learning how to easily turn unexpected 
attacks (even from behind your back) into 
instant wins! 

• How to knock someone completely off 
balance ... by spitting at them! (Yes, there's 
a trick to it, but you only need to see it once 
to understand how to use it effectively!) 

• Why the "breathing secrets" of all Oriental 
martial arts don't work in a real fight ... 
and how to use your natural breathing to 
add400% more power to your every move 
in a dangerous situation! (This secret 
explains why Russian fighters laugh so 
much when they fight!) 

• How to stay relaxed (literally, loose as a 
goose) during the most dangerous 
attacks ... allowing any fear to simply 
dissipate into thin air! ( Qyickly, you'll learn 
how to never "feel" fear again!) 

• How to make fancy black belt kickers look 
silly by simply ''tripping" them up! 

• How to take down a trained fighter with 
a 5-inch hip move (used by elite soldiers 
who have been captured and tied up)! 

• The most devastating "finishing moves" 
you've ever seen - easy to learn, utterly 
final far ending a fight fast! 

• The famous "Tregubetz" takedown move 
that scares the crap out of ju jitsu ground 
fighters! 

• How to open his fist and remove the knife 
as if from a child! 

• The 3 "mind-game" secrets that even tiny 
Russians use to become the best 
bodyguards in the world! 

• Everything the Russians know about body 
language during a fight- secrets thatwill 
give you a 100% advantage over anyone 
who's never been told these critical facts! 
(Find out who's more scared, who's more 
skilled, who's going down first!) 

• Totally unknown (in the U.S.) knee strikes 
thatwill give you an instant advantage over 
better-skilled fighters! (Especially in tight 
places, like a crowded bar or a narrow alley 
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or between parked cars.) 
• Filthy Russian ''dirty tricks" that will turn 

cocky black belt fighters into unconscious 
lumps ef meat at your fiet! (You won't believe_ 
these "one-second discussion enders" until 
you see them for yourselfl) 
And lots more. In fact, I've made sure your 

"special" set of tapes includes a Bonus section 
on "Improvised W eapons" ... where you'll 
learn: How to make a instant set of"brass 
knuckles" with a m agazine and four 
quarters! (Better than a brick or baseball bat 
fo r inflicting pain and damage agains t 
multiple attackers - includes specific "best 
targets" map for strikes.) .. . How to use your 
wallet to take out a knife-wielding attacker! 
(Perfect "dirty trick'' for turning tables on a 
mugger.) . .. How to use a credit card as a 
knife! (Inflict wounds as savage as anA.fghani 
Khyber sword!) .. . How to use your jacket to 
take away a knife, to strangle multiple 
opponents (astonishing technique, easy to 
master!), and to literally tie-up a conscious 
attacker so he can't get free! ... 11 ways to 
use your belt more effectively than a knife 
or bat! (Plus, the Russian Army "official" way 
to use a belt to truss up an opponent so he 
can't move, can't get away . .. and will go 
anywhere you want him to go! Perfect info 
for taking care of attackers after you've 
subdued them!) . . . How to make a "noose" 
out of almost anything ... to make sure your 
opponent stays down after you've put him 
on the ground! (A nswers the question, 
finally, of what to do until the cops arrive!) 

Look ... I could go on for another 20 
pages .. . but if you aren't convinced by now, 
you never will be. I wouldn't be trusting you 
with all this hot information if I didn't have 
a pretty good idea you'd be very interested. 
I've done all I can to bring these amazing 
video tapes to you. It cost a small fortune to 
fly a professional crew up there, do the 3-
camera shoot (on top equipment), clear 
Customs with unlabeled bags, and get the 

master-copies made. I've slashed the price 
to 50% of what everyone else will pay (plus 
arranged for your to get a longer guarantee 
than anyone gets), thrown in every "goodie" 
available . . . and I have your special set ef tapes 
and manual right here in my office. 

All I need is your okay to send it out. 
H ere's what you need to do now: Call my 

office at 1-800-899-8153 (D ept. RC-53) and 
tell whoever answers you're giving "clearance" 
for us to ship the special set of "Unedited 
Russian System" videos we've put aside for 
you. The price is $99 (that's half of what 
everyone expected to have to pay) ... but, if 
you call right away (within 11 days), I'll even 
pay for your shipping and handling - another 
$16 savings. (And you'll still get rush delivery.) 

Nevertheless, yo u ge t th e SAME 
"unedited" version I have myself to train with 
at home. Later, when we go to the "general" 
public, we'll have to sanitize the tapes quite 
a bit. (The camera crew and the sound guys 
all insisted on this version for themselves, 
too . .. the FIR ST time I've ever had a request 
like that from a crew. T hese guys are jaded ... 
but Vladimir impressed them like no one else 
they've ever seen!) PLUS ... you get the Bonus 
section on "Improvised W eapons" .. . (the 
same "insider" knowledge the SPETSNAZ 
"super soldiers" got) -- and you can KEEP 
the bonus video no matter what you decide to 
do later! (And, you have 4 months to decide! 
I' ll personally make sure yo u get an 
immediate refund.) 

The ONLY catch to all this is ... 

You Have To Call 
Right NOW! 

Just order the tapes, keep them as long as 
you like, sample the training ... and make 
your own decision. T hat's what this is all about 
- the right to make your own decision about 
this kind of information. So please ... call 
right now. Like I said, I've got a special set 
of the tapes waiting here for you. I've got 
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Priority Order Form For SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Readers Only! 

For The Fastest Service Use Your Credit Card And Call Toll-FREE 

1·800-899-8153 (Ask For Department RC-53) 

0 YES! Thanks fo r trusting me enough to put me on this special "insider's" list - this is an 
incredible opportunity to see the most sought-after fi ghting system ever created ... and I get to see 
it FIRST, fo r 50% less than everyone else will have to pay! Plus, I get an extended, I 00% Money
Back Guarantee - fo r a full four months! This truly is a tremendous bargai n .. . therefore, please 
RUSH me that special set you've set aside for me of tapes-p lus-bonus-tape-plus-translated
Russian Combat Manual. Here is how I want to make my payment of just $99: 

: 0 I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: 

I 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 American Express 0 Discover 

I 

0 Enclosed is my Check or Money Order for $99 
(Payable to Threat Response Solutions) 

I Card#: ____________ _ Name: ____________ _ 

I 
I Expires: _ __ _ Address: ___________ _ 

I 
I Signature City: ST:_ Zip: __ 
1 Threat Response Solutions • 606 E. Acequia, Dept. RC-53 • Visalia, CA 93292 
I CA & VA residents add appropriate sates tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of 510 for "2-Day" shipping and 515 lor "Overnight" s/1ipping. t ________ !_or;!!?!.r'!::S::"!.:e!.i':.:rl_!!_ti'::::'.:.!:i'!.i"!. c.::; ::::;::;:s!'. ~r :::_o;;_i~r~t~ ________ ...J 
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people waiting for your call (use the special 
toll-j-ee line: 1-800-899-8153.) 

Sincerely, 

&-~ 
Bob Pierce 

P.S. Listen - if you'd rather pay by check 
or money order, you can just fill out the 
Priority Order coupon below and mail it 
in . .. but still . . . you gotta do this T ODAY, 
all right? T hanks. 

See wh at streetfighters, cops and 
bodyguards - and "ordinary" civilians -
have to say: 

"Cops and bodyguards (like me) train with 
us here in Canada, and they use this system 
every day The training is exactly at 'street level' 
intensity, a real fighting tool for real life. I have 
disarmed crazed men threatening women with 
knives in the Caribbean, taken out 3 robbers 
with one move in Europe, and more. I KNOW 
this works in the real world." 

James Pomerants, 37, 
professional bodyguard 

"Even as a black belt in Kung Fu, I was still 
scared of confrontations or of getting into a 
fight. That all changed with Vladimir's teachings 
- I'm now totally confident, and I know that 
whatever happens, I will survive. I can handle 
any kind of confrontation now." - Elad Saji, 
black belt instructor in Kung Fu , Toronto 

"This Russian fighting system is the best I've 
found - completely different from anything 
else you 've ever seen. There are no special 
movements, like in karate - all moves are 
natural and instinctive, so it 's easy to learn. " -
Igor Davidov, professional boxer, trained with 
Canadian Olympic Boxing Team 

"I've developed so much new confidence, 
that I now routinely fight with guys twice my 
size. This system teaches you what will work in 
a streetfigl1t, and you can believe it because 
Vladimir has so much real-life experience to 
share!" - Barry Street, 26 

"The best system to handle multiple 
attackers you could ever study I 've studied 
Ju-Jitsu, Tae-Kwon-Do, Phillipino martial 
arts, you name it ... and I plan to stick with 
what Vladimir taught me! This is the ultimate 
confidence booster. " - Dr. Breit Jacques, 
43, Portland , Oregon (Profess ional Samba 
fighter, former Army Ranger) 

"Vladimir only teaches you what he knows 
will work in real-life situations. I've got 20 
years of black-belt fighting experience and 
I've never seen anybody do what he does -
this system is several steps higher than any 
other martial art! " - Den Brinkley, 50, Salt 
Lake City, Vietnam veteran 

"The beautiful part of Vladimir's system is 
that your opponent is encouraged to touch 
you ... and once they have, you immediately 
destroy them! " 

Rick Merrell , bl ack belt in 
Tae-Kwon-Oo 
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Continued from page 24 

the militari za ti on of our po li ce to the re ign 
of the Third Re ich to be both despi cable 
and inexcusable . That is nothing but a 
gross exaggerat ion of a ha lf-tru th, based on 
the bi ased opini on of an obv ious ly di s
gruntled man who happens to have a pub-
1 ic fo rum (soapbox) to stand on. In pl a in 
Eng li sh, the arti c le insulted me, as it did 
severa l others who ho ld our peacekeepers 
in high regard. Police officers have enough 
to wo1Ty about try ing to apprehend a crim
inal with no lega l obli ga ti on, and no supe
ri or to answer to, without hav ing to justi fy 
something that is long overdue (i.e. spec ial 
operat ions fo rces within the law enfo rce
ment agencies). 

As an enthus iast ic reade r of this maga
zine it shocks and saddens me to see an 
artic le (cover story nonethe less) demean
ing our nati on 's fin e law enfo rcement 
agencies . To state that po lice need to 
remain the doc il e and fri endl y peace
keepers of the 1950s is to suggest th at 
America is the fr iend ly country of the 
mov ies. T hat is amus ing. C lea rl y, the pub
li c is obvious ly uninform ed, and thi s 
magazi ne does its bes t to keep us up to 
ela te with the truth , but whose tru th is it 
preaching? It is easy to attack a target that 
you don ' t unders tand . Pe rhaps if yo u were 
to spend time with the people you are 
attacking, yo u wo uld ha ve a diffe rent out
look. I am sure you will have no problem 

now with stud ying these peop le. I am in 
no way try ing to attack the magazine as a 
whole , I am just embarrassed to see an 
arti c le written in a magazine so dedi cated 
to freedom and democracy, so aggress ive
ly blatant in its attack of the very peo ple 
who are swo rn to protect. Po li ce officers 
are asked to do a job with a pl ethora of 
rul es and regul ati ons stand ing in the ir 
way. Po lice are a ll too often portrayed as 
the bad guys in mov ies, and as imbec il es 
on te lev is ion. Please don ' t jump on the 
bandwago n yo u are usua ll y try in g to 
overturn . To do so will turn dedicated 
reade rs away, and we ha ve nothing e lse to 
consult fo r the truth . Your magaz ine is a 
vo ice fo r people who cannot speak fo r 
themselves . Don ' t fo rget why you created 
it. Yo u have enough support fro m your 
readers in the mili ta ry and law enfo rce
ment community - don ' t lose th at try ing 
to bite the hand that feeds you. 

Respectfu II y, 

Anthony R. Kruzel 
U.S. Army 

NOTE: Due to rhe tremendous amounr 
of reader reaction to "Th e Thin Bluny 
Line," 11ex1 issue will devote fea rure-length 
space to publishing some of the many very 
articulate coulflerpoint responses we have 
received from peace officers across the 
country. Don't miss ir! 

Y2Krisis? 
The February editi on 

on the Y2K bug, and the 
Techno Treason story 
were very info rmative and 
I just wanted to say keep 

us all up to date on this Y2K bug issue. 
Thanks and keep up the good work . 

Shane Henseon 

Y2Krackpots? 
I have been a long-time reader of your 

magazine. I am an avid collector of military 
fi rearms and have fo und your art icles on 
such weapons to be excellent. I also fi nd 
your artic les on government military and 
fore ign po li cy info rmati ve and well written. 

Your article on the Y2K issue, however, 
was more worthy of one of those UFO watch 
magazines . The only thing the artic le lacked 
were little green men landing a fter Y2K to 
take over. 

I have worked in the data process ing 
indus try s ince 1979. I am c urrent ly 
empl oyed as a network design engi neer. 
To say no one has addressed the issue is 
rubbi sh. The re have been confe rences , 
semina rs and books dating back to 1995. 
Many large corporati ons and compute r 
manu fac turing co mpani es will g lad ly g ive 
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you a lega l sta tement guaranteeing the ir 
compliance for Y2K. No large company 
or government agencies are waiting to see 
what happens. 

Those millions upon millions of 
embedded sys tems M r. Norell di sc usses 
do ex ist. Sure, the day-date di splay on my 
toaster might be wrong, but it wi ll still 
probabl y make toast. As for financial s, 
keep your money in big reputable institu
tions and ask if they have a guarantee of 
Y2K compliance. 

I hope you have the guts to put thi s in 
prin t, as a service to readers who may not 
be computer literate. Sure, there may be 
some g litches , but to assume that society 
will fall apart is irrespons ibl e journali sm. 
Where is Mr. Norell 's research on what 
has been done to fix Y2K? Facts, not 
rumored myths, are what I have come to 
expect from you r publication. 

Sorry guys, but if this is the bes t you can 
do with computers, stick to guns, which you 
do qui te well. 

Mike Chambers 

Well , th.an.ks for your input, hut !' m 
still keeping up my membership in the 
Luddite Parry. Th e author's point was not 
that nothing has been done, bur that there 
is a great deal more to do - not that if 
you go in the woods you will be eaten by 
a bear, but that there are bears in the 
woods. 

April 19th ... Again 
In res ponse to " Y2K: Deadline of 

Doom," the article brought up many of the 
important reasons why pl anning for the 
future may not include a comfortabl e retire
ment, to say the least. There were two 
important dates left out from the arti c le that 
are extremely important when preparing for 
the millennium [bug] . F irst, April 19th , the 
Japanese banks move to the fiscal year 
1999-2000. Thi s cou ld trigger problems 
with banking in Japan whi ch could result in 
adverse reaction s by U.S. banks because of 
being interdependent and interconnected by 
investments. T hi s date can be the first 
downturn in our economy. The other date is 
August 2 1, 1999 at 2359 hours and 47 sec
onds . The stroke of midnight is earli er by 
13 seconds because of an adjustment for 
" leap seconds." Leap seconds work just 
like leap years, but instead of sk ipping a 
year, you just skip a few seconds. Thi s date 
and time is significant because thi s is when 
the Global Pos itioning System ex periences 
its own mill ennium rollover. GPS is on a 
1,024 week calendar which began January 
of 1980. GPS, which is contro lled by the 
government, sends date and time informa
tion to the computers which control the 
national power grid. If the GPS receivers 
for the power grid have been updated with 
rece ivers made after 1995, then the sys tem 
shouldn ' t crash. If the receivers are still the 

older models, then at that time the grid will 
crash. I think that a reali stic da te to be pre
pared by is August 21, 1999. After that 
date , public awareness could be hi gher and 
our money could be worth less and sup
plies cou ld be fewer. 

Here are some web sites on the subject 
worth looking at: 

www.y2knewsw ire.com 
www.yardeni .com 
www.you rdon.com 
www.garynorth.com 

Tim Whalen 
Columbus, Ohio 

"Bad" Was Good 
My thanks for Dale B. 

Cooper 's "Bad to the 
Bone." How encouraging 
to see the fabulou s 
"Electric Jet" so well cov
ered in a publication that 

usually views the arts of warfare from a 
lower and slower perspective. Your article 
ought to boost morale in the two remaining 
active-duty wings still flyin g the B- l. 

My pleasure was multiplied to learn that 
your reporter had actually flown with my 
old outfit, the 77th. I was ass igned there in 
the late 1980s as an instructor, when the air
craft was coming into inventory. It's reas-
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suring to know that younger troops still 
stand ready - even if I am too old and bro
ken down to do it now. 

Lt. Col. Dean Spraggins, USAF 
Senior Analyst, U.S. Strategic Command 

Very Scary 
Just sent th is to comments address. Is it 

true that U.S. Marines on float in the 
Pacific were rerouted to Australia and 
assisted in weapons confiscation of 
Australian citizens after they were out
lawed by the Australian government? This 
is scary and I hope not true. 

Jim Williams, USMC 76-83 

The scariest thing about this is that a rea
sonable man would think it is true. Where did 
that come from? The Spotlight? The Aus
tralian government confiscated the Aussies' 
guns by telling them to bring 'em in - and so 
they did. (Well, most of them, anyway.) 

No Argument Here, Either 
You ought to see the looks on people's 

faces when I pop up the SOF homepage or 
pull out the latest ed ition at this slightly-to-
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the-left-but-not-too-looney state university. 
What keeps me out of arguments is that I 
am female and have a reputation for saying 
exactly what I think of the ant i
military/anti-veteran crowd. (That, and the 
strong veteran presence in this state.) Keep 

up the good work, guys, and don't feel too 
bad about the TY show thing. Nobody takes 
Hollywood seriously anymore. 

Andrea K. West 
University of Montana Y(' 

~lHE 
~ES¥4:~vt. 

101HE. 
CHINESE. 
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The Clli1ton Administration knows precisely 
which policy will cut gun murders and save 
cow1tless lives. 

But tl1ey've ignored it. Maybe because it has 
notlting to do wiili gun bans, waiting petiods or 
FBI record-keeping. Or maybe because NRA has 
proposed it for decades. 

It simply enforces existing federal law: Every 

Wh will lWi 
single felon caught can·ying or 

en . savm· g . es attempting to pmchase a gun gets five 
years in federal p1ison. No exceptions, 

become as nn• portant no~~:b::P~~:~s:~anddeployed 
by a handful of comageous prosecutors • c;;-fill ') in Richmond, Virginia, it swiftly cut gun as Savmg ~e f murders by 65% and has saved hundreds of lives. 

• Witl1 no help from tl1e White House and often 
active resistance from ilie Justice Department, 
Project Exile now struggles to survive. NRA just 
donated anoilier $100,000 to help keep it alive 
while oilier cities consider adopting it. 

CHARLTON HESTON 
President 

MAY 1 9 99 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

WAYNE LAPIERR E 
Executive Vice President 

NRA has aiso sponsored and endorsed Truili
in-Sentencing legislation, "Three Strikes and You're 
Out," right to carry, ptison construction and 
mandatory sentencing. All are reasons why violent 
c1ime is down, but all are w1iformly resisted by 
tllis Administration. 

Such duplicity is revealed by tl1e proud 
announcement iliat, in one million instant checks 
on gun buyers last monili, 11,000 gun sales to 
apparent convicted felons were blocked. 

But felons trying to buy guns is a federal clime 
-where are 11,000 atTests and prosecutions? 

They didn't prosecute iliem and don't intend 
to. Such dishonesty only results in more tragedy at 
ilie hands of anned felons stalking om streets. 

More tlrnn once, we have asked tl1e White 
House to put aside political differences and make 
Project Exile national policy. 

Instead, we get more empty speeches. 
Sactificing ilie trutl1 may be shameful. But 

sactificing lives is inexcusable. 

1'6-4/~~ 
}AMES J. BAKER 
Executive Director 
Institute for Legislative Action 

© 1999 Nmio1wl Rifle .Associ111io11 
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Woodland Camouflage Tuol Roll Pouch 
Over the next few issues "Adventure Quartermaster" will intro

duce a number of quality products from Pueblo Diversified 
Industries. POI was founded more than 30 years ago as a non-profit 
vocational rehab fac ility that ass ists vets and adults with disabilities 
through vocational training, paid work and career advancement. 
They manufacture a num
ber of mil-spec products for 
Uncle Sam. They do very 
good work in getting people 
back on their feet, and in 
producing a quali ty product 
at a competiti ve price. All 
their products are made in 
the U.S.A. and guaranteed 
to be free of defects. They 
take Vi sa, Mastercard or 
postal money orders. They have offered to give special discounts to 
SOF readers. 

One example of their mil-spec products is the POI Woodland 
Camouflage Tool Roll Pouch, made of - 40° F cold-crack vinyl and 
having 12 slots for 12 or more tools of your choice - mechanics 
tools, gun-cleaning gear, camp-kitchen gear or whatever you need to 
keep together, safe and clean. Ideal for long-term storage. Regular 
retail is $6.75, but SOF readers get them for only $4.75 plus $2.50 
post and handling. Good gear, good deal , good outfit to deal with. 
Contact Mark Bunch, Director of Marketing, Pueblo Diversified 
Industries, Dept. SOF, 2828 Granada Blvd., Pueblo, CO 81005; 
phone: 800-466-8393. 

Blade-Mate Knife Openers 
If you shop for qual ity in working knives (and you should unless 

you' re buying gifts) you no doubt have one or more single-blade 
fo lders that were made years ago before thumbstud openers became 
common. For instance, we have a Buck# 110 folding hunter that has 
seen uncountable trips to the woods, which we fully plan to leave as 
part of our estate as it is one of our favorite hard-use large folders 

and there is no way we'll ever wear it 
out or break it. Would be nice to open 
it with one hand, though, when the 
other hand is busy. 

Ahah! Y.B. Technology has 
introduced their "Blade-Mate" and 
"One-Arm-Bandit" retrofit thumb
stud kits in three sizes to fit most 
large s in gle-b lade folders. They 
attach firmly with a fine-thread set 
screw and a special locking key. The 
Blade-Mate is machined from solid 
brass and is available natural or with 
a nickel finish , and fits most single

blade fo lders with a blade thicknes of 1/8" or less. The One-Arm
Bandit is made of stain less steel, ava il able in three sizes: Model A 
for blades up to 118" thick (such as the Buck # 110 Folding Hunter); 
Model B for blades from l/8" to 3/ 16" thick (such as the SOG 
Tomcat) ; and the compact Model C designed for smaller knives 
with blades up to 1/8" thi ck. 

Fully adj ustable, these thumbstuds can be mounted in the posi-
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tion you prefer, and with the special locking key may be removed, 
adjusted or even moved to another knife. Eas ily lost parts such as the 
locki ng screw ava ilable free from the maker. 

They cost $7.95 plus $2 shipping; payment by postal money 
orders only, please. 

Contact Y.B. Technology, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 65, Snowdon 
Station, Montreal , Quebec H3X-3T3, Canada. 

Vaquero, Vaquero Grande 
Cold Steel's two new serrated-blade fo lders, the Vaquero and 

Vaq uero Grande, make a big knife a light knife to carry. The Vaquero 
Grande has a 6" blade and is 13\1.:'' 
open, 7'J." c losed and weighs a mere 
6.2 ounces. The Vaquero has a 5" 
blade and is 11 %" open and only 6%" 
closed - and weighs in at an incred
ible 4.6 ounces. They both feature a 
new metal c lip for side pocket or belt 
carry, and both have ambidextrous 
thumbstud opening. The 3.5mm-thick 
blades are made of AUS8A stainless 
and they feature non-slip Zytel han
dles. A lot of knife for the weight; 
particularly recommended if yo u 
work a lot of rope, as line parts ahead 
of these serrated and honed blades 
like water ahead of Moses' staff. For informat ion on the Vaqueros or 
any other of Cold Steel 's quality cutlery, contact Cold Steel 
Customer Service, Dept. SOF, 2128-D Knoll Dr., Ventura, CA 
93003; phone: 800-255-4716. 

Millennium Bean Mixes 
With people wringing 

their hands over poss ible 
Y2K problems, we recom
mend a person just sit home 
and enjoy a good pot of 
beans until the utilities and 
traffic li ghts get working 
again ; the intellectually chal
lenged quit running around 
the streets with guns and the 
stores work out any supply 
problems. Of course, we've 

• 
.._"'~~U.-k 

...... ,.. . ..,,,ir---.:::.--:......--

sa mpled the various bean recipes from Ponderosa Sports & 
Mercanti le before and we never met one of their legumes we didn't 
like. They are tasty, and one sure doesn ' t need the rationale of pos
sible infrastructure problems to lay in a supply of their fine products. 
When you can set as ide a safety net of chow for only 67 cents a serv
ing, and you can eat them anytime, we 'd be hard-pressed to find rea
son not to have a few of Ponderosa 's handy stackable buckets on the 
shelf. Their five new varieties include Rice & Bean Mix, Pea Mix, 
Chili Mix and Minestrone Mix. Each 2-gallon bucket contains the 
legumes, seasoning mix, measuring cup and directions. Each variety 
costs $40 deli vered in the continental United States. 

Contact Ponderosa Sports & Mercantile, Dept. SOF, 6854 
Hi ghway 55, Horseshoe Bend, lD 83629; phone: 208-793-3121 ; fax: 
208-793-3133; e-mail: ponder@micron.net ~ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ MAY 1999 





The Navy Bomffi The Knave 
Groundhog Day in the 
Persian Gulf. Cruise mis
siles still rain down on 
Baghdad, U.S. fo rces con
tinue to launch air ops 

against Iraqi biological weapons fac ilities 
and Saddam Hussein is still in power. 

Today is also the 29th consecutive day 
that the U.S.S . Carl Vinson - "4.5 acres of 
sovereign U.S. territory" - has been on-sta
tion in the Gulf as part of Operation Southern 
Watch/Desert Fox, the latest U.S.-led effort 
to rid the world of the most persistent geopo
litical threat the decade has known. 

Strangely, though, after more than eight 
years of United Nations-led disarmament
monitoring backed by threats and airstrikes, 
the U.S. - and the world for that matter -
is still no closer to achieving a solution for 
straight-jacketing Saddam's megalomania 
than they were on 2 August 1990, the day 
his forces invaded Kuwait. 

For the pilots on the U.S.S. Carl Vinson, 
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however, little of that matters. What does is 
the chance to put all of those years of trai n
ing and endless hours of maki ng left turns 
over China Lake to a real-world test. 
Dodging Russian-made surface-to-air mis
si les (SAMs) while piloting a simulator is 
one thing, but quite another is si tting in a 
50,000 pound F/A-18 Hornet humping three 
tons of GBU-12 smart bombs, two 
sidewinders and a few HARM missiles over 
hostile Iraqi territory. 

Said one pi lot from Strike Fighter 
Squadron 94, ("Mighty Shrikes"), "There's 
no second chances in that kind of environ
ment. I mean, many of us have never actu
ally flown over Iraq before we were 
deployed here, and we trained hard and 
thankfully all of us have returned to ship 
after every sortie. HelJ, yes, this beats train
ing. This is why I joined Navy aviation." 

That's also why SOF, upon smelling the 
first whiff of possible serious action against 
Iraq, decided to contact the U.S. Navy 5th 

Text & Photos by ........ 



Fleet in Bahrain and go as quickly as possi 
ble to the Gulf. Less than 48 hours after 
arri ving in the Bahraini capita l of Manama, 
the U.S. Navy's efficient press center team 
had u strapped in fo r the one hour C-2A 
Greyhound flight to the carrier. 

We weren't disappointed. 
Ai r combat operations were still in 

motion when our COD, as the C-2A is also 
known, landed on the Vinson's deck. Events 
were moving quickl y. Not an hour earlier 
had two of the Vinson ' s F-1 4s engaged a 
number of Iraqi MiGs over the southern 
"No Fly Zone," and word was buzzi ng that 
one of the Navy aircraft might have actual
ly knocked a MiG out of the sky with an 
"over-the-horizon" Sidewinder strike. 

It was the first American-Iraq i air-to-air 
confrontation in more than six years. 

According to what I was able to get out 
of Lieutenant Dave Waterman, the Vinson's 
publi c affa irs officer (PAO), the Side
winders apparently fai led to hi t the Iraqi 
planes, although one Iraqi plane was 
believed to have crashed, apparently after 
running out of fuel. 

The official Iraqi news agency said Iraqi 
planes "confronted and clashed with the 
aggressive American aircraft" before "the 
aggressive aircraft withdrew. All of our air 
fo rce planes returned to base safely. " 

The American planes - two Air Force 
F-15 strike aircraft and the \Ii nson' s two F-
14 fighters - returned safely after the con
frontation , Waterman told SOF. 

Soldier Of Fortune later learned that the 

air-to-air altercation was the first over Iraq 
since late December 1992, when a U.S. Air 
Force F- 16 shot down an Iraqi MiG-25 . 

According to our information about the 
latest dogfi ght, there were actually two sep
arate contacts 15 minutes apart, one involv
ing U.S. Air Force F-15s and Iraqi MiG-
25s, the other the Vinson' s F-14s and MiG-
25s. Word had it that a total of six missiles 
were fired during the two incidents. 

Although a bit of bragging over the suc
cessful dogfight crept into the dinner con
versation in the officer 's mess that night, op 
sec was still incredibly tight aboard the 
Vinson. If you didn ' t think you could keep 
5,700 seaman from ta lking, just ask probing 
questions about poss ible targets and threat 
assessment and see what kind of reaction 
you received. Trying to sq ueeze any infor
mation from Navy personnel that might 
paint a better picture than that being recited 
on CNN or out of official Navy channels 
was absolutely impossible. 

No one, but no one, talked - and that 
went doubly so when it was a reporter ask
ing the questi ons. 

For any real answers we had to spend 
time on deck - watching the red-shirted 
ordnance teams loading their cocktails of 
smart bombs, air-to-ground and air-to-air 
mi ssiles under the wings of the three dozen 
or so F-l4s or F/A-18s crowding "steel 
beach," as the flight deck is known. 

The onl y real sure-fire way to te ll if the 
planes being launched at any arbitrary time 
of the day were go ing out on a planned 

A 50,000 pound F/A-18 Hornet (left) that can carry three tons of GBU-12 smart bombs, two 
Sidewinders and a few HARM missiles readies itself on the flight deck of the U.S.S. Carl 
Vinson. (below) An hour before SOF's arrival, two of the Vinson 's F-14s engaged a number 
of Iraqi MiGs over the southern "No Fly Zone" - the first American-Iraqi air-to-air confronta
tion in more than six years. 
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(above) "Four-and-a-half acres of sovereign U.S. territory" is covered, 
but ship's crew can launch an aircraft every 20 seconds - all of Carrier 
Air Wing 11's three squadrons of F/A-18 Hornet attack fighters and one 
squadron of F-14 Tomcat air supremacy fighters in about 15 minutes. 
(right) Four of the Vinson's EA-68 Prowler pilots are women, as are five 
F/A-18 Hornet fighter pilots, and six who fly SH-60 Seahawk helicopters 
involved in search-and-rescue missions. (below) Even with the aid of 
the "Ouija board," this plastic replica of the flight deck and all the ship's 
aircraft, trying to keep an eye on the incredible activity on the Vinson's 
f light deck is an awesome job. (bottom) Over the past several decades, 
Sidewinders in various iterations have accounted for more air-to-air 
kills than any other weapon of its type. 
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bombing mission was to look closely at 
the faces - spec ifica lly the eyes - of 
the pi lots, navigators and crew mem
bers of those aircraft preparing to take 
off and bom b the he ll out of targets 
with names lik e Qurna, Tallil , An 
Nas iryah, Balad , Habbaniya, Altao
addum and Al Isitandariyah. 

ever wanted to do in my life," Ross said. 
"I wanted to fly, and fl y with the Navy. 
I have many fri end who say ' this will 
be my last deployment, or if I can't get 
better pay I'll go to the private sector. ' 
As far as, does a si tuation like d1is keep 
pilots in the Navy? I think yes." 

"Some things you just can pl an for," 
said one pi lot from VFA-22 , the 
"' Fighting Redcocks." "You train hard 
how to avoid SAM fire, but un til you 
fly through it you ' ll never really know 
how to react. That 's why we brief and 
debrief. We learn from each other 's 
experiences." 

Forget Any "One-On-One" 
What about dogfights , we asked? 

Saddam 's air fo rce might easily be di s
missed as a non-entity, we added, but 
Jraqi MiGs still represent enough of a 
threat to remind even the most sea
soned pilot that one slip, one second of 
lapse, could result in either death or a 
one-way ticket to an Iraqi POW camp. 

About as far below flight deck as you can go without get
ting wet, SOFwas given a chance to examine the Vinson 's 
bomb factory, where MK-82, MK-83 and MK-84 convention
al unguided bombs are mated with laser-guided nose cone 
and tail assemblies. (below) All aircraft scheduled for air 
ops on a particular day have their ordnance loaded on early 
in the morning. As Aviation Ordnanceman 1st Class 
William Brown told SOF, "Every time we go out to sea, we 
do bomb-builds - so when we get over here for the real 
deal, everybody is ready. They know what their job is." 

The Vinson was a ship of many 
firsts on this deployment to the Gulf. It 
was the first carrier to launch aircraft 
involved in a ir-to-air combat over Iraq 
in six years and the first carrier in the 
Navy to field female aviators during 
combat ops. 

Habits Die Hard 
Indeed, day after day SOF watched 

fema le pilots standing wingtip-to
wingtip with thei r male counterparts 
during air ops on die deck of the 
Vinson. 

According to Lt. Waterman , there 
are now five female F/ A-18 Hornet 
fighter pilots, four EA-6B Prowler 
pilots and six flying SH-60 Seahawk 
he licopters involved in search-and-res
cue m1ss1ons. "Yes ," ano the r pilot from the 

" Fighting Redcocks" told SOF, "you 
can laugh all you want about the Iraqi 
air fo rce. But they ' re not trying to go 
one-on-one with us; they know they 
can ' t do that . So what they do is they 
try to lure us in , act as juicy targets for 
us. Then, blam, we get suckered into 
following them and end up flying over 
a dense array of SAM and anti -a ircraft 
fire . The pilot who falls for that might 
pay fo r that decision with his Life ." 

It was clear from speaking with the 
Vinson's pilots that a lthough the U.S. 
enjoys complete air superiority, none 
were so full of themselves as to 
believe that luck was all they needed 
to get them back to ship. 

What about tactics, we wondered? 
"Have the tactics that the U.S . Navy 
uses in dogfighting changed much since 
Desert Shield/Deselt Stonn?" we asked, 
hoping that a nugget of insight wou ld 
slip out and give us a better picture. 

"I can ' t te ll you that," came the 
answer from one of the pilots . Case 
closed. 

We were also a bit curious to find out 
whether or not deployments li ke these actu
ally acted a a lure fo r pilots to re-up and 
remain in Navy av iation. 

We had been reading and hearing , like 
everyone else, that the Navy, like the Air 
Force, was losing pilots in droves. A combi
nation of low pay, s inking espril de corps, 
and lack of any rea l serious opportunities 
over the past e ight years to use those ski lls 
in the way they were meant to be used were 
caus ing pilots to leave the service and go fl y 
for the private sector. 

ln fact, Navy pilots w ith an average of 
five years under their floatcoats gross an 
average of only $3,400 per month against 
nearly double or triple that for pilots flying 
fo r private airlines. Only this year did the 
White House see fit to offer to raise military 
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salaries by as much as 9.9%, and even that 
might not help. 

The avy has even been toy ing with the 
idea of offering huge - up to $30,000 -
bonuses for those pi lots who re-up. 

"I realize that I will never become rich fly
ing for the Navy. But I believe that deploy
ments like this, a chance to use the skills 
we' ve developed over years of training, does 
help to keep pilots in the Navy," said Lt. Wi ll 
"Swill" Layton. "It 's not easy. I mean there 
are plenty of opportunities out there for com
petent pilots in the private sector to make 
more money and have better hours than the 
Navy now offers. But this is why all of us are 
here. We worked our tai ls off to be Navy avi
ation. To fly aircraft in combat." 

Li eutenant Commander J.T. "Tonka" 
Ross concUITed with Layton. "This is all I 

Lieutenant Waterman sa id the 
Navy was proud of all the ir pilots, 
fe male and mal e alike, but noted 
when we asked to photograph and 
speak with any of the women pil ots 
that all of them to a name had specif
ically requested that the media be kept 
away from them. 

Lieutenant Waterman sa id the 
femal e pilots were worried th at media 
attention wou ld make their fe llow 
pilots jealous and would trivialize the 
serious nature of the ir mi ss ion. We 
were a bit disappointed , but not so 
put out that we weren ' t s till 
impressed as we watched a few of 
them take the ir F/A- I 8s fro m zero to 
150 mph in less than two seconds. 

Certain habits just die hard . 
Rain had started to batte r the 

fli ght deck, and we thought it would 
be a good time to try to get a c learer 
heads up on that day 's fl ight ops by 
going to the source - the fli ght deck 
contro l center. 

Even with the aid of the "Ouij a 
board," the plastic replica of the flight 
deck and all the ship 's a ircraft at their dis
posal , tTying to keep an eye on the incred
ible activity on the fli ght deck is an awe
some job and responsibili ty. According to 
the offi cer in charge, the ship 's crew can 
launch an a ircraft every 20 seconds. In 
other words, the ship could launch every 
one of Carrier Air Wing 11 's (CAW- I I) 
three squadrons of F/A-18 Hornet a ll
weather attack fighters and one squadron 
of F-14 Tomcat air suprem acy fighter air
craft, in the event of an emergency, in a lit
tle more than 15 minutes. 

Upstairs with the primary flight con
trol ler/a ir boss, things were pretty much the 
same. He exuded pure profess iona lism 

Continued on page 88 
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As the aircraft commander and flight 
leader, Wolborsky flew in the right seat that 
is normally reserved for the co-pi lot, but 
Capt. Chris W1·ight didn ·r mind switching 
positions. Like Wolborsky. Wright says the 
Iraqi flak was not unexpected: "We were 
pretty much expecting the Triple A, so it 
was no surprise." 

Neither did Wright have time to reflect 
upon any historical implications of the mis
sion on the evening of 17 December and 

··oark Star" was the tactical call sign of 
Capt. Pete Bailey. the OSO on 096. Bailey 
and Wright graduated together from the Air 
Force Academy in 1990. Bailey was one of 
two OSO graduates of the Air Force 
Weapons School who flew the first night 's 
mission. Neither did Bailey dwell on the 
historical aspects of the mission. "Dark 
Star" just concentrated on keeping his sys
tem tight, so that when it came time to pull 
the trigger, the offensive system worked, 
and he put the bombs "on time. on target." 

Having seen his handiwork in intel brief
ings, Bailey had one word to describe the 
damage inflicted on his target: 
"Outstanding!" 

Texas, who flew on the first night. But still 
"acceptable," because the pattern was tight 
from beginning to end, and the complex is 
no longer usable. 

What caused the bombs to hang up in 
the bomb modules on both bombers has 
not been determined . One of the module 
maintainers speculates turbulence could 
have knocked the computerized system 
out of whack. 

Chief Master Sergeant John Hough. the 
maintenance superintendent of the 28th 
Munitions Squadron of the 28th Bomb 
Wing at Ellsworth. says the release system 
is called the "Rubix Cube' . because of its 
complexity. "It's a flying computer, a com-
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Direct Attack Munitions (JDAMs), a 2,000-
pound satellite-gu ided bomb, none of the 24 
buildings in the complex would have been 
standing, because the 24 JDAMs in the bomb 
bays of each B- l are independently targeted. 

JDAM s also pack five times the punch. 
For example, a general-purpose 500-pound 
bomb is loaded with 200 pounds of explo
sives. A 2,000-pound JDAM contains 1,000 
pounds of HE. Considering it only took an 
est imated 4 ,000 pounds of impro vised 
explosives to destroy the Alfred E. M urrah 
Federal Bui lding in Oklahoma City, one can 
visualize what explosive power is carried by 
a single B- 1 bomber. 

JDAM And Saddam 
Pointing to an ine1t JDAM in his work-

shop in the 28th Munitions Squadron at 
Ellsworth, Master Sergeant Edward Kiefer, 
NCOIC of conventional munitions, said, 
"This is state of the art technology. This is the 
weapon that takes us to the next level of com
bat." The acknowledged kill-radius of the 
JDAM is 200 yards compared to only 40 
yards for a 500-pound general-purpose bomb. 

The JDAM looks like a miniature 
Zeppelin with its rear stabilizer and eleva
tor fin s. JDAMs have predetermined target 
coordinates loaded into an onboard com
puter in the tai I assembly of the bomb. 
After it clears the weapons bay, the GPS 
uses fo ur satellites to find out where it is in 
relation to the target, and then the weapon 
flies itself there. 

The new family of weapons can be 

(clockwise, from top left) Lt. Col. Steve Wolborsky, commander of the 37th Bomb Squadron, was 
mission commander on first B-1 strike on Iraq. Capt. Pete Bailey, offensive systems officer on 
the Al Kut strikes, in his crew position on right side of the aircraft. Capt. Chris Wright, pilot of 
lead bomber on first combat strikes of B-1. Capt. Fred Bivetto, defensive systems officer, in his 
crew position on right side of the aircraft. 
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dropped up to 15 miles from a target at high 
altitude, or 5 miles from low altitude, allow
ing the B-1 to stay out of AAA range and 
away from short-range SAMs. The JDAM 
kits mount to a Mk-84 2,000-pound gener
al-purpose bomb, or a BLU-109 2,000-
pound bomb designed to penetrate mu ltip le 
layers of reinforced concrete and explode at 
a preset level. 

"This is the wave of the future," said 
Kiefer, "with 'fire and forget ' weapons." In 
addition to hav ing access to Global 
Positioning Satellites, B- l s will also be 
eq ui pped with a Joint Tactical Data Link 
that wi ll give regional co mmanders the abi l
ity to communicate with bombers en route 
to targets on Global Power missions of 30 
hours or more duration. 

Thanks to Joint STARS (S urveillance 
Target Attack Radar System), B-l s will be 
provided real-time moving target informa
tion from an E-8C airborne platform. 
General Richard Hawley, chief of the A ir 
Combat Command, says the flow of infor
mation continues right to the target. Armed 
wi th that information, the B-1 can fly ahead 
of an armored column and take out a bridge, 
or mine a pass to stop its forward progress . 

Were Saddam Hussein stupid enough to 
send armored units toward Kuwait agai n, 
Hawley, who flew a JDAM demonstration 
mission over the Utah tes t range preceding 
a B- IB Block D ceremony at E llsworth on 
3 December 1998, says a two-ship fomia
tion of B-ls could wipe out an entire Iraqi 
armored brigade with one pass over or near 
the battlefield. "And when you add in the 
time it can loiter overhead and the GMTI 
(Ground Moving Target Indicator) capabili
ty to track moving targets on the ground, it 
becomes a mini-AWACS, Joint STARS 
weapons-deli vered platform all together," 
affirmed Colonel Tony Przybyslawski , 28th 
Bomb Wing commander at Ell sworth. 

Three of the B-ls at E ll sworth have 
been mod ifi ed to carry JDAMs. More 
Lancers wi ll be modified this year. Hawley 
hopes to have the entire fleet of B-1 s mod
ified by 2001. 

Electronic Chess 
As the Defensive Systems Officer, 

Bivetto 's job was to avoid threats over Iraq 
and defend his ai rcraft against any unknown 
threats that might come up to bite him , but 
the analogy of an "electronic" game of 
chess is quite accurate. "Once a system 
comes up, we have techniques that we play 
agai nst these systems, and then if they 
counter that, we have backups," added 
Bivetto. "Steamer," as he is known to his 
buddies, flew on the left side of the aircraft 
directly behind the pilot. 

En route to the target, Bivetto received 
excell ent threat scenarios and updates and 
also considerable U.S. Space Command 
help in locating current threats. Bivetto did
n' t want to talk about the signals he was 
receiving on his system, "but I knew that 
any threat that came up, we could counter it 
successfully." 

The bottom line? Bivetto had confidence 
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in the B-1 in terms of its stealth and speed at 
night, its ECM (Electroni c Counter 
Meas ures) , it ex pendables (chaff and 
flares) and maneuvers that it could perform. 

Asked to class ify the threat over Iraq , 
Bivetto says it was less than he expected. 
Bivetto says B-1 crews from Ellsworth and 
Dyess fly " much more complicated scenar
ios" in training than what they fl ew in Iraq 
las t December. Looking out hi s tiny win
dow, Bi vetto pointed out Triple-A to the 
crew up front , but he was not impressed 
with what the Iraqis threw up against the 
bombers. "None of it appeared to be radar
guided. They were just throwing up curtain 
fire, " he sa id. 

There was no sense of relief aboard 096 
until die lead B-1 from the 37 th Bomb 
Squadron at Ellswo1th and its wingman 
from the 9th Bomb Squadron at Dyess left 
Iraq i airspace and fl ew over water in the 
Persian Gulf. It wasn' t until then that the 
"Tasmanian Dev il "'s crew said, "Wow, it 
was something! " 

Second Night, Same Song 
When B- l s returned to the skies over 

lraq on the second night of the air cam
paign, l 9 December, they bombed another 
Republican Guard bruTacks neru· die site of 
the fi rst strike. Dye s led this time, and 
Ell sworth flew wing. Captain R andy 
"Rudder" Kaufman, the aircraft commander 
in the Ell sworth bird, says the mi ssion went 
well. "Without a hitch. On time, on target," 
said Kaufman, who could see the " lead" 
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visua lly as they swung onto the target. 
Kaufman agrees with Bivetto about 

training being tougher than anything they 
faced in Iraq . "Th is was actually pretty 
vanill a," he said. "I was perfect ly happy to 
be on the giving side as opposed to the 
receiving side." So was Capt. John "Oasis" 
Martin , die defens ive systems officer who 
expected " more of rui onslaught from them, 
but they didn ' t provide much of a defense." 

Kaufman 's co- pilot, Capt. Jeff 
Taliafeno, Chief, Wing Weapons, at the 
28th Operations Support Squadron at 
E llsworth, was the on ly USAF Weapons 
School grad uate on the second mi ssion. 
Tali aferro could see streams of anti-aircraft 
ru·ti ll ery fire in hi s night vision goggles, but 
the fireworks were not unnerving. "To be 
honest I thought I'd be a little nervous, but 
I wa n't." Taliaferro has six-and-a-half 
years flying B-1 s. He feels focus kept him 
from being afraid. He never felt at ri sk, 
because of the way his crew defended them
selves - but he didn ' t feel invincible. 

"I think we are well prepared and in that 
is the confidence; not in that we bring some 
magical thing with us or some piece of tech
nology that we ' re sure will save the day. My 
confidence comes with the guys who are sit
ting with me and our experience trai ning 
with the airplane." 

Taliafeno talked about the mission in 
greater detail as he ate pizza and this 
reporter ate peanuts at Metropolitan Airport 
in Minneapolis-St. Paul during a three-hour 
layover. 

" As a wingman on the second night, I 
had visual contact with Lieutenant Colonel 
Garrett Hru·encak (mi ssion leader), but I 
didn ' t observe hi s drop, because T was 
assess ing other diings at the time," said 
Taliaferro. The 1989 Air Force Academy 
grad uate did see flashes from 500-pounders 
as he ro lled off the tru·get: "They were light
ing up the sky be low us." 

"All 63 of our bombs hi t the target," said 
Taliaferro as he finished off his pizza and 
focused his attention on the Minnesota 
Vikings, who were playing the Atlanta 
Falcons in the NFC Championship on te le
vision. 

How did he feel about hitting a barracks 
complex as opposed to a miss ile factory or 
other industrial target? "I felt it was a prop
er target selected by our leadership. I know 
the leadersliip goes to pai nstaki ng deta il of 
ty ing targets to objectives in an overall the
ate r objective, and the things we hit related 
directly to our objecti ves, so with that in 
mind, I was confident we were doing the 
right thing," he said. 

Great Sendott For Joint Ettort 
The night that two B-1 s, code-named 

"Slain 1-1 " and "Slam 1-2," took off on that 
first combat mission was awesome. "It 
reminded me of the night that Mark 
McGwire hit his 6 Ist home run," said Capt. 
Pat McEvoy, the sortie generation fl ight 
commander who was almost blinded by 

Continued on page 86 
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Method of operation: Unlocked blowback; fires from the closed-bolt position. 

Modes of fire: Three available: I) semiautomatic-only; 2) semiautomatic and two-round burst; and 3) 
semiautomatic and full-automatic. 

Cyclic rate of fire: 580 to 700 rpm, depending upon ammunition. 

Feed device: 25- or I 0-round, staggered-column, single-position-feed, detachable, polymer box-type 
magazines. 

Barrel: six-groove, polygonal rifling with a right-hand twist of one turn in 16 inches. 

Barrel length: 7.87 inches (200 mm). 

Length, overall: 27.17 inches with buttstock extended; 17.71 inches with buttstock folded. 

Width: 2.5 inches with the buttstock extended. 

Height: 12.76 inches with 25-round magazine inserted. 

Weight: 4.63 pounds, without magazine; 25-round magazine, empty: .38 pounds; sling: .22 pounds. 

Sights: rear sight: two-position flip-up-type with the MP5's peep aperture and the MP5K's open 
U-notch, adjustable for both windage and elevation zero; one-piece, injection-molded 
front sight and protective hood. Threaded hard points in front of rear sight for mount
ing MIL-STD-1913 rails and attachment of optical targeting devices. 

Ancillary equipment: Vertical foregrip, MIL-STD-19 13 rails, flashlight, sound suppressor, polymer one-piece 
magazine loader and optional targeting devices. 

Law enforcement price: Under $900 complete with one magazine and sling. 

Manufacturer: Heckler & Koch GmbH, Dept. SOF, Postfach 1329, D-7238 Oberndorf/Neckar, Germany. 

Distributor: Heckler & Koch, Inc., Dept. SOF, 21480 Pacific Boulevard, Sterling, VA 20166-8903; 
phone: 703-450-1900; fax: 703-450-8160. 

T&E summary: Polymer construction provides an unloaded weight of just over 4 1/2 pounds, yet with 
moderate recoil impulse. Chambered for a powerful and resurgent caliber. Cost effec
tive. Innovative and reliable. Superb human engineering. 





hey enforce the law a little di f
fe rently in Africa. Lieutenant 
Colonel Craig Mackrory - vet

e ran of a success ion of South 
Africa 's battles in Namibi a and 
cross-border raids into Ango la 
when Castro 's honchos were still 
around - can testify to that. 

A couple of years ago, while 
fl ying a chopper over what was once 
referred to as Zululand; today kwaZulu/ 
Natal, he reached Tugela Ferry, even 
today regarded as the hangout of some of 
South Africa 's most ruthless criminal 
gangs. Whil.e there is a lot of crime 
throughout South Africa, Tugela Ferry 
enjoys a special kind of notoriety: Almost 
all the fe lons there are armed with AK-
47s. The majori ty are smuggled across 
the Mozambican border. 

At the same time, the age of the 
knobkerrie - the traditional Zulu fi ght
ing stick, which (as the name implies) has 
a knob at one end that is used to cleave 
open your opponent 's skull - has not 
quite yet passed into obscurity. While thi s 
Neolithic implement of war has been 
superseded by more modern weapons 
(because it 's easier to shoot someone than 
beat him to death), there are a lot still 
about. Most of the younger men still li ke 
to fight with them. 

Tugula Fe1Ty is also an area where li fe 
is cheap, especially when the average 
daily wage is a couple of bucks, if you 
can fi nd the work. It 's a place where gang 



members will kill you for the Reeboks on your feet. 
So it was that morning that Mack.rory sudden ly spotted a num

ber of burning huts in a river valley. He pushed his stick over and 
took the helicopter down to have a look. Before him there was a 
heavily armed Zulu lmpi of about 600 men. From experience he 
knew that almost all of them were members of the Sijozeni Zu lu 
clan, one of the most warli ke tribes in the region. 

Mean Deadly Bastards 
Now you don't often see traditional Zulu lmpis, or regiments, in 

South Africa anymore. They are something of a legacy of centuries 
past. The great Zulu king Chaka and others before and after him used 
them to dominate their neighbors. But violence in the "new" South 
Africa has tended to coalesce tribal sentiments. The fact that this 
great African tribe is reverting to its old ways says much for the level 
of brutality which is almost a way of life in the country these days. 

The lmpi, Mackrory observed - the di stinctive mottled brown
and-black of their cowhide shields and spears glinting in the sun -
was interspersed by men with automatic weapons. The group cov
ered much of the low knoll. 

As hi s glide path took him 
over the next hill , another Impi 
came into view. In between was 
all that was left of about a dozen 
burning huts. Bodies lay where 
they had been struck. All of this , 
he was to learn later, belonged 
to a second faction, the 
Ngcengeni c lan, an eq uall y 
mean bunch of bastards. 

Time was not with them, he stressed, because while this wasn ' t 
exactly war, it was close! 

The South African Police Services BO I 05 helicopter that 
Mackrory flew, while ideal for the sort of police "search and spot" 
work that one finds in Africa, was never intended to be employed 
as a trooper. Normally thi s chopper carries a crew of two. Heat and 
height permitting, it can take a couple more with their hardware. 
What it doesn ' t like is "high and hot," though in the mountains of 
the interior, there 's a lot of that. 

"l had to act," Mackrory recalls. "By now, I'd been speaking to 
the ground commander and we decided even before I'd landed that 
we needed to get some of our guys between the two groups. 
Obvious ly, it was a tricky option. It was worth a try," he told Soldier 
Of Forlune. "So, as soon as I touched down, two volunteers were 
waiting to board. Each had an automatic weapon, which was fine, 
but we knew that the two groups probably had a couple of hundred 
AKs between them. Problem was, once these first two men had 
been put down, they wou ld be isolated and there would be more 
than a thousand fighting men - the majority of them tanked up and 

the rest high on wacky-backy -
on either side. It was obvious 
that they'd probably been party
ing al l night in preparation for 
the scrap. 

"While there was a slim 
chance that nothing would hap
pen until I was able to bring in 
more troops, we faced the 
prospect of the two groups mov
ing in on them." 

The pi lot was aware that this 
wasn ' t a new development. 
Intelligence reports had been 
circulating back at base all week 
that the two clans were itching 
to get at each other and settle 
some long-standing differences. 
This could include revenge 
killings for deeds sometimes 
committed generations ago, 
which underscores the fact that 
tribal Africans have a phenome
nal memory. 

One of the dead recovered after a flash flood near the Natal coast. Body 
was bagged and airlifted out of valley by police crew. (below) Lifting 
one of the ground crew from the bush during a drug raid 

Finally, after he' d flow n 
about 20 more men across from 
the station, it was all over but 
the shouting. It soon became 
clear that scores would be set
tled another day. Mackrory 
believes that his buzzing of the 
two groups possibly helped to 
disorient them. Also, since 
many Zulus had served in the 
South African armed forces in 
Angola, "they clearly weren't 
quite sure whether I was armed 

In South Africa's brief histo-
ry of conflict, it has always been an unwrit
ten law that when the Zulu are on the march, 
they are best left well alone. It's in their own 
interests for whites to look elsewhere when 
lmpis clash. Ignore that simple precept and 
it could be your brains that make confetti. 

But right now, Mackrory had a problem. 
The two groups weren ' t simply a few crazed 
belligerents. There had already been vio
lence. If something weren't done, there 
could be a lot more of them killed; women 
and children, too. If you're not "family" 
you ' re a target, and no age group is exclud
ed when scores are settled. His job, as police 
officer, was to put a stop to it. 

High And Hot 
Mackrory flew low over the next hill. 

Moments later he banked and headed back 
toward the two black regiments; be was only 
a couple of fee t off the ground. First, some 
of the Ngcengeni scattered. Then a few of 
the Sijozeni militants gave way. By the time 
he bad gained a height to try to make an 
assessment, both bad started to regroup. 

Since the local police station was min
utes away, Mackrory made a last pass over 
the lmpis. Meanwhile, he radioed base. 
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or not," he said. "And though 
these German-bui lt 105s weren't Alouette 
helicopter gunships, they were noisy and 
fast. It was close." 

career Warrior 
Over the years , Superintendent 

Mackrory (as he is ranked now, in the new 
political dispensation) has had a few other 
experiences. Like the time, shortly before 
the Tugela Ferry incident, when the Air 
Wing was called upon to react to a shootout 
on the Natal north coast. Political tempers 
were running high. 

It was early when reports first came in. 
While trying to arrest the occupants of a 
stolen car, a police unit i.n the Umzinto area, 
south of Durban, had come under sustained 
AK fire. Prior to that, a gang had robbed a 
store, which is why the alert had gone out in 
the first place. "Shortly afterward," said 
Mackrory, "we were told that the group 
were ANC guerrillas. And, if that were the 
case, then these buggers were really danger
m/s because they had possibly received mil
itary training." 

About 20 minutes later, Mackrory 
arrived over the scene. He found three 
armed men in a sugar cane field surrounded 
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by a squad of security personnel. Circling once, he ventured lower. 
Suddenly the helicopter shuddered. Then he felt it again; there was 
no mistaking the first impact of bullets hitting his rotor. 

"The 105 started to vibrate violently. I knew that we had been 
struck. But when a round hit my joy stick, I pulled away and looked 
for a clearing to put down. Whoever was doing the shooting knew 
what he was doing." 

The fuefight ended after two of the robbers had been killed and 
the third wounded. There were 11 guns between them, including 
three AKs and several thousand rounds of ammunition. The police 
officer said he was lucky to be alive because of the volume of fire
power. Only later were they able to establish that the bullet that had 
hit his joystick had exited the cockpit within a whisker of his face. 
For Mackrory, it was all part of a day 's work. 

Adventuresome Work 
While flying police choppers in South Africa might not be 

everybody's idea of fun, it has its moments. 
In the week that SOF was with the Police Air Wing operating out 

of Durban, we were involved in several car chases, a body search 
along a remote river canyon after a flash flood (we found one 

cadaver and flew it out), three or four armed robberies that left 
felons dead and, ultimately, the recovery of three men killed atop a 
mountaintop. They had been gunned down in an ambush by soldiers 
of the Lesotho Armed Forces. 

All three men were farmers, members of a 26-strong group of 
"vigilantes" who had been following stock thieves who had 
decamped into Lesotho with their cattle. And though their bodies 
Jay across an international divide, it was left to one of the 105s to 
bring them out. That, too, was touch and go because Lesotho is still 
smarting from last September's South African invasion that left 60 
Basotho nationals and eight South African troops dead. 

With all this activity, South Africa might also have found the 
answer to the perennial international problem of a police force 
training and then losing its helicopter pilots to the more lucrative 
private sector. This is a serious problem, where many of the larger 
police departments train their own pilots, only to find that once they 
have their wings, the aviators tend to move on. Also, it's an expen
sive exercise, particularly in some of the larger states. 

In contrast, the Air Wing of the South African Police Service 
(SAPS) has worked out an enterprising rationale. On contract, the 
police hire experienced multi-disciplined helicopter pilots from out
side; all of them certified for fixed-winged as well as rotor-winged 
aircraft. Elevated to the rank of Police Superintendent (equivalent 
to lieutenant colonel), they are "paired" with experienced police 
officers as crew. 

This unusual "marriage of talents" achieves a useful combina
tion: a two-man police helicopter crew which comprises a senior 
police officer and a versatile pilot, both with years of "hands-on" 
experience. According to Superintendent Rick Dooley - who flew 
Alouette gunships and Puma troopers in the Angolan war - the 
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SAPS is thus spared the agony of training novices from scratch. 
"It's not only cheaper, but it makes good sense. We put two peo

ple aloft, each with their own specialties; a combination which still 
bas to be faulted. At least we' re not wasting time and money on 
youngsters who, from the start, might have no intention of staying 
with the force once they ' re rated." 

Impossible Policing 
Where South Africa does come short is in finding the cash to 

keep the Air Wing aloft. This problem has become critical. Two 
years ago, each of the 14 B0-105 CBS twin-engine helicopters was 
allocated 50 hours air-time a month. That has since been cut by half. 
It makes effective policing in South Africa - a country almost 
twice the size of Texas - just about impossible. 

Take one example: kwaZulu/Natal , formerly the Province of 
Natal. The 35,000 square-mi le region is strategically wedged 
between the mountainous Kingdom of Lesotho and the Indian 
Ocean. For this entire region (about the size of Maine), with its 8 
million people and a murder rate often running into double figures 
- a day - Police Command in Durban has at its disposal two 105s 
and a Pilatus PC6. The latter is used for long-distance movement 

and air-survei llance work. The unit has five 
pilots on strength. 

Obviously, the work can be demanding. 
Apart from medical evacuations, vehicle 
chases, riot control work, emergency call 
outs, trooping into suspect areas and stock
theft patrols along the Lesotho border, the 
Air Wing is required to provide regu lar 
backup for everyday anti-vehicle hijack and 

(left) Reaction Force members, with an UZI on 
the left and an R4 on the right, zero in prior to 
operations along kwaZulu/Natal coast. (below) 
Two members of reaction force, one with an 
R4, who took part in the cane fields operation. 
Firefight in fields ended after two robbers had 
been killed and a third wounded. 
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armed robbery incidents. It also needs to give immediate-time sup
port to the crack Police Reaction Force, which performs a critical 
SWAT role in Natal. Reaction Force members see real action at least 
once a week; many of them have died in shootouts with felons over 
the past five years. 

Violent crimes are an everyday event in the new South Africa. 
During the first weekend of December, for instance, 35 cars were 
hijacked in the Durban area alone and two of the victims were shot 
dead, executed by shots to the head alongside their vehicles in full 
view of passersby. 

The Air Wing also has a role to play in patrolling the frontier 
in search of illegal aliens heading for th.is " land of hope." They 
also have to counter the drug trade, particularly in some of the 
isolated regions of the interior and along the border. There, 
strings of donkeys from Lesotho haul bales of marijuana into 
South Africa. Most times they move along precipitous trails 
across the mountains. When accosted, they're often not afra.id to 
exchange fire with the cops. 

"Pot" or Gold 
There is a lot of pot being grown in South Africa. While flying 

with the Air Wing the pilots would constantly point out rows of 

marijuana bushes on the mounta.insides, some 
small, for domestic use, others acres-big and 
intended for export. SAPS has too much on its 
plate to be able to deal with the problem, 
which, with the deteriorating economy, wi ll 
only get worse with time. As one officer 
explained it: "When there is no work, fathers 
still have to put bread on the table." 

Apart from the usual sidearms carried by 
flight crews, each operational 105 carries a 
single FN or an R4. 

The work is dangerous. The weapon of 
choice used in the majority of crimes in South 
Africa these days is the AK-47. Sometime 
gang members will include hand grenades in 
their armory, and they use them. A 105 was 
damaged in a grenade attack after political 
unrest near Durban recently. 

"Of course we have body armor," another 
officer expJained, "but it's impractical and for 
two reasons. First, there's the heat (in a region 
where it routinely touches 110 degrees in the 
shade in summer). "The second concerns 
weight," he said. The 105 was designed for 
European conditions and it simply doesn ' t like 
the tropics. When employed in the mountains, 
the crews go in with only the barest essentials aboard. 

"On some of those takeoffs, like when we brought those three 
farmers' bodies out," he said, "the crew had to slide their chopper 
along on skids to gain momentum and lift off." He conceded that it 
was hairy because they were working on the edge of precipices and 
at altitudes sometimes in excess of 10,000 feet. 

"White Man's Magic" 
For criminal work, each 105 can be fitted with an FLIR camera 

"Eye-in-the-Sky" system to monitor movement on the ground. 

MAY 1999 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

(far left) Rotor of a 80105 that took 'incom· 
ing' caused by an AK-47 slug. (above) 
Shootout in Natal cane fields: Police 
Reaction squad answers fire while one of 
105s provides top cover. (left) Pilot of 80105 
navigates his chopper through rugged Natal 
Midlands area. 

Information is electronically downloaded 
or transmitted to mobile ground-control 
systems. Also, voiceovers can be recorded 
and used in evidence, something that is 
usually concurrent with vehicle chases. 
One consequence is that locals in remote 
areas now refer to police helicopters as 
"thakatha (witchcraft) from the sky." 
They cannot understand how felons are 
detected even when they have covered 
themselves with leaves and branches: 
White Man's magic. 

The lrenco "Leo 400" infrared observa
tion system with which the unit is equipped 
comes with the package. Also available for 
night work is the "Night Sun," which has 
30-miJlion candlepower on tap and can 
light up a football field . Most pilots concur 

that when using bright lights, they have the singular disadvantage of 
providing the opposition with something to aim at. 

The SAPS Air Wing maintains 24-hour service. Crews work 
to a flexible I 0-hour daytime routine with one of them taking 
over the night shift at 1500 hours. He mans the communications 
center at Durban airport. Should something happen he can call 
out crew members who are on standby at their homes. Under nor
mal circumstances, a l 05 can be airborne in four, maximum five 

Continued on page 84 
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World-cl~ss '.<·~· .~;;;· i'• 
• ·• · ' • ompetitors gatheTed \i ."·' 1 " • 

in September at the Desert Sportsman 's Range west o·f · :11 

Las Vegas, Nev., for the 11th Annual 1998 Soldier Of 
Fortune World Championship 3-Gun Tactical Match. They came 
together from throughout the United States, and beyond, to ply their 
warrior skills with pistol, shotgun and rifle. ,- 1 

There are many tactical matches held around the world, but none must v~ .· 
raise the hair on the back of a liberal's neck as much as the SOF 3-Gun '~1'.,.; 

Match. Next to ownership, nothing fri ghtens "Klinton" and his left-wing· 1;~1~11111111~ 
cronies as much as a populace that's proficient with firearms - which is exact-
ly what was on display at this year's match. ., 

Drawing military, law enforcement, civilian, men, women , and senior shooters, · . ;;'. . Ill 
SOF has provided more than a decade of opportunity to test firearms proficiency in ·, ·~. ·~\· 

some of the most unique and challenging scenarios one could dream up. 
The competition and action proved to be non-stop, wi th such participants 

as International Practical Shooting Confederation and Bianchi Cup shoot- ·i · • 

ers Michael Voigt, Bruce Piatt and Jim Clark Jr.; Single Action Shooting '\~, 
Society five-time World Champion Dennis "China Camp" Ming; and · : 
many other noted experts in the field of competiti ve shooting. 

The event began with the mandatory shooters meeting on 
Tuesday night when SOF Publi sher, Lieutenant Colonel 

Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), welcomed all of tl;Je 
' competitors . The course of fire was · •• · 

· ' ' outlined and the 
' ; , ... r '°' \l.'. '.... 

"':~ :. :·: ' }· 

I; ·~ . 
• J. 



' .. /. 
:..,v~~v.;.;._. ~:::· :· · ·-, . ·• ·· - .. 8-\lfetY. ··pro_ocol- ·re- · -. - -:::· , ·.'·'.: 

,=:1:--"· ·· ·viewed by-Match Director Michael Horne· · · '' 
and his range personnel. 

On Wednesday morning the event began for this year 's 233 par-
,, .ticipants. Eight announced stages and one surprise team shoot were includ-

. ~11.,": · · ed. Each stage utilized one of the three weapons systems and several required that 
• • .._}.:;':::· -; .' . t he pistol be used along with the rifle or shotgun. After three days of shooting, some · 
\~ .... " i \.·- fa111 iliar names clawed their way to the top l 0. 

::. _.," ·:ft:~· · stage 1: Sniper /Counter-Sniper 
.~ ;·_--'.":..~ .=- -sniper/Counter~Sniper was a two-phase rifle exercise fired ~n. 8- and. W-inch reactive steel tar
_.:.--'.- gets positioned at distances of 330, 212, and J 33 yards. The fmng pos1t10n was a sniper bunker .......... 

: . , .:i:::. ~-~here the shooter engaged these targets as instructed and the stage ended with two steel falling plates 
Y. · ·' . shot with the pistol. 

·· ::.2'.~·t:. The first phase was controlled by an electronic three light box. The contestant was given only six seconds 
··.;-·- fol· each of the shots as he was directed randomly to the far-, middle-, and short-range targets. As the sniper 
.. '\ ·~· engaged these targets of opportunity, he was required to rapidly adjust his point of aim for each distance 

·:--.~ .Invol ved. He was given nine commands to fire in the allotted time and received 10 points for each hit. 
::""W!lllii:tl!!:-:.i:·;r · The second phase afforded the sniper two more shots at each target distance when given the "green light" by 

-->·_ .. ~·:·- Teamwork, Training And Timing At 
· SOF's World Championship 3-Gun Match 

~ ... ~~~~II< .,,,_,..,..,...·: .•• an audible signal. After the last engagement, the contestant moved to the second firing position where the final 
_,.·· .. - ·~-·J~o steel plates were hit, ending his efforts. 

Stage 2: Short-Range Rifle Assault 
As a rifle assault course, this stage necessitated rapid movement between four different positions, locat

. ,,.. •·· :·-ing ~nd firing on 16 knock-down metal targets and four paper targets at ranges up to 50 yards. Steel targets 
were engaged until put down and paper targets were scored only for the best two hits. Maximum time 

.. aiIQws:d for this stage was 120 seconds. 
"';yr":- ":.:-·Qnly six targets were visible from the first shooting position, four from the second, four from the 

.' •;; ··:_ thir.d, and the final s ix from the fourth and last. Prone, kneeling, and off-hand were the requisite 
'" shooting positions due to the firing ports that were mandated for target engagement. 

·; .: -.:.r. . . . Stage 3: Rifle Gauntlet 
···· .:..~f~·-:··:·:_, ~ith six shooter positions, one stationary and four dynami.c targets: iile"~<l· ~rt.a:J~~ 

.... ••:;:.-·· .... "Rifle Gauntlet" provided a formidable task to the contestant.· ··· · -
·- :' -:. ~-.. :::py"pitn)iC targets included three "wigwag" ty£.eS' \Ji~('~·;·---'...:·"'' ......._ .. ,,._,...., 

· ' :• · · . :· . would present themselves from the sides of; ; ,.~ 
1 a false-front building I' i ' 

"' 



(above) One of several dynamic targets 
is hit in the "Rifle Gauntlet," of Stage 3. 

or window and a moving target that sped across what must 
have appeared to be a very small opening. 

Two rounds were to be fired on the stationary paper target · 
from each position. When the first round was fired, one of the four 
dynamic targets would be activated. It was not required, and probably 
not the best tactic , to fire both shots on the stationary target before 
engaging the dynamic target with no more than two rounds. This routine 
was then repeated at each of the firing positions. The six shooters ' positions 
offered a variety of mandatory use of cover. 

Stage 4: Pistol Gauntlet 
The "Pistol Gauntlet" layout was very similar to Stage 3 

with reduced ranges and varied types of cover the shooter was to • • 
use. With fast-moving dynamic targets, six firing positions, and · •.. 
a 150-second time limit, the contestant was pushed to the limit. 

Stage 5: Richard's Reckless Recon 
Roughly based on an actual SWAT incident in a large metro

politan city, "Richard 's Reckless Recon" was one of the more· 
complex stages of the match. With four of the more unusual 
shooting stations, 17 shoot targets mixed with a number of no.-· 
shoots, the pistol shooter 's accuracy was challenged by the rapid 
movement, the available cover, and a sometimes unwilling door.' 

The wall at start position featured a doorbe ll button that the competitor was ·~ 

obliged to push upon receiving the start signal. This gave him seven seconds to 
move to shoot area one, engage three steel targets, and get to the door. If he did 
not make it in the allotted time, the door would not open and he would be 
required to crawl through a small portal. Shoot areas two and three offered the 
opportunity to engage 10 more targets. And, finally, position four required the 
shooter to crawl between a sofa and wall to access a small , ground level fir

I. Michael Voigt 736.74 

2. Bruce Piatt 704.38 

3. Jim Clark, Jr. 674.71 

673.27 

Kurt A. Miller 641.61 

Bennie W Cooley, Jr. 640.83 

7. Todd Salmon 637.82 

Eric A. Miller 636.46 

Steve Hendricks 632.S9 

I 0. Darren Davenport 62S.40 

Top Individuals By Cate~ory: 

Law Enforcement Individual 
704.38 

Reserve Law Enforcement Individual 
Joe Wong S46.80 

Military Individual 
Antek Skoniecki 

Sonya R. Seaman 

Top Teams: 

S96.30 

62S.40 

SOS. IS 

S96.71 

446.26 

Open/SponsorTeam Marksman Division 
"Dust In The Wind" 

Open/Sponsor Expert Division 
"Team Holosight" ing port, for the last four steel plates, all in less than two minutes. 

"' Bruce Piatt 
Stage 6: Walt Jorden's Challenge 

Lateral movement was the essence of this handgun stage. Twelve 
orange and black shoot targets were placed in the openings of an 
interrupted wall and two stop plates were positioned to the rear 
and outboard of the target line. They were intennixed with 15 
no-shoot targets , just to make the who le exercise a bi( - l" 

more challenging. · · " ·'-
The shooter started on the right side ofl l1 e-'· ·:.,: ;· ·-

barricade line and when given the start · , ' ' 1i · 
~ ' 

Tony Holmes 
Todd Salmon 
Jerry Miculek 

Law Enforcement Street Division Team 
"Oregon Law Dogs" 
Scott E.Anderson 

Law Enforcement Trainer Team 
"LA. Riots" 
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(left) SOF Publishe~ Robert K. 
Brown and Match Director 
Michijel Horne brief the troops 
on wfiat is to come during the 
·a.Gun Match. (rigl\t) Th~ team • 
ev~1.1t 1~ta ted with ,a 9·met,tr 

,' "ophill '" f.li'" . to bar.t'icaa~ ftrlng 
positions, · ~here ta~gets we/~, 
engaged with pistol and shot··· 
gun. A designated sniper then 
moved to his hide some 50 
meters to the right, while the 
team observer moved a like dis· 
tance to the left . 

.,. ignal, moved laterally toward the left side, firing only on the six orange shoot targets. After he 
·reached the left side, he moved to a barrel and ftred on the stop plate. The process was then reversed 

with movement toward the right, targeting only the black targets, and completing the exercise with the stop 
plate on tbe far right, all in 30 seconds or less as a combined time for both runs. 

Stage 7: Rorke's Drift 
A shotgun-only exercise, somewhat reminiscent of the 1879 Zulu attack on Rorke's Drift in Natal, South Africa, the 

competitor was confronted with a large number of targets mixed with varied obstacles to restrict his view. All of this required 
the use of movement, cover, and reloading as he moved back and forth laterally in search of the target indicators. 

·Firing from behind a dirt mound with stacks of tires interspersed along the top, the shooter had bis work cut out for him as he 
.~earched for the LS steel plates, all of which had to be completed in no more than 150 seconds. 

Stage B: Shotgun Exercises 
This stage presented the most demanding of the shotgun exercises. The stage was divided into three phases that pushed the shooter to 

the edge. 
The first string was a "shotgun bounce" that entai led firing eight rounds of slug at a paper target some 50 yards off. This was performed 

' two rounds at a time from the standing, kneeling, sitting, prone, kneeling, and standing positions all in one minute or less. 
The second string began with the shotgun grounded. The competitor retrieved his weapon and moved to a shoot area where two steel tar

gets were visible. After he successfu lly engaged the first two, he would move to a firing port in the barricade wall where be would shoot on 
four more plates. Time allocated for this phase was 30 seconds or less. 

The baiTicade was also used in the final string with six marked firing positions on the wall lettered "A" through "F." The shooter then engaged 
six steel plates, one at a time, from each firing position in alphabetical order until all the targets were down, in no more than 40 seconds. 

The Team Shoot 
The Team Shoot was a surprise to all , as the specifics were not announced during the shooter 's meeting. This stage utilized the pistol, 

shotgun , and rifle on unknown-range targets from I 0 yards out. 
Five team members began this stage with a 50-yard uphill run to barricade firing positions, where targets were engaged with pistol 

and shotgun. The designated "sniper" then moved to his hide some 50 yards to tbe right, while the team observer moved a like dis
tance to the left. 

The sniper was confronted with two partly hidden targets that only the observer could clearly see from his position. The 
observer was required to identify the shoot target and communicate that information to the sniper who was then able to fire 

on it. The exercise score was based on a calculation of time and hits. 

Chris Mayer is a 30-year law enforcement officer 
and long-Lime firearms instructor who resides in Southern California. '1( 

SOF would like to thank the rollowin~ sponsors 
or the 11th Annual 1998 3-Gun Tactical Match: 

ADCO Sales, Inc. 
Al Mar Knives 
Armalite Inc. 
Ashley Outdoors, Inc. 
Autauga Arms 
B-Square Co. 
Bagwell Knives 
Baird Co. 
Benchmade Knife Co. 
Beretta USA 
Blackhawk Industries 
Black Hills Ammunition, Inc. 
Blade Tech 
Buckles by Mike 
Bushmaster Firearms, Inc. 
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Bushnell Sports Optics 
Caspian Arms 
Christine Balboni 
Cold Steel, Inc. 
Dillon Precision Products 
D.P.M.S. Inc. 
Gerber Legendary Blades 
Glock, Inc. 
G.G.&G. 
Hogue Grips 
Hornady Manufacturing Co. 
lncerarms 
Ka-Bar Knives 
Keltec 
Mike Gibson Manufacturing 

Milt Sparks Holsters 
Navy Arms Co. 
Olympic Arms, Inc. 
Richard Cowell Co. 
Rocky Mountain Arms 
Second Chance Body Armor 
Smith & Wesson 
S.P.l.K.E./Woodmans 
Springfield Armory 
Spyderco 
Storm Mountain Training Ctrs. 
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc. 
Taurus 
Thunder Ranch 
U.S. Cavalry 



SHOTshow 99 
The SOF editorial crew made it to the SHOTshow like a herd of locusts last February, to see what's new in the shooting, hunting and 

outdoor arena. Some exhibitors had boycotted the show fo Atlanta to protest that, after the show was laid on and exhibitors couldn't can
cel without suffering considerable loss, the City of Atlanta announced it was sui ng gunmakers. But since Atlanta is not suing publishers 
- yet - SOF went to the show. The state of Georgia is undertaking preemptive steps to bring an end to this dementia, but it will proba
bly be the last time that burg ever sees the SHOTshow and the millions it brings to town. 

The SHOTshow is optimal territory to examine what some bright young whlppersnapper has invented, or the new iterations and offer
ings of the veteran suppliers. Next year it will again be in Las Vegas, which may not be much of a town but does have good facili ties for 
conventions and trade shows. Over the next few issues we will be rep01ting on the industry's new oblations for your outdoor habits. 

Yugoslav Mauser Treasure Trove 

Yugoslavia has a long history of Mauser rifle production. Some 
Mauser Company machinery was sent to the government arse
nal at Kragujevac in the early 1920s. The last Mauser mili tary 

rifle produced in Yugoslavia was the M48 (Model 1948). 
The fust Mausers used by Yugoslavia were the Model 24 rifles 

developed Ceskoslovenska Zbrojovka A.S. in Brno, Czechoslova
kia. This Mauser 98 variant has a straight bolt handle, a handguard 
extended rearward to the receiver, rear barrel band retained by a 
screw and sling swivels on both the bottom and left side of the 
rifle. Subsequent to World War II, many of these rifles were rebuilt 
at Kragujevac ("PREDUZECE 44" - Production Facility 44). I 
have one that was re-serial-numbered and roll marked "M24/52 C" 
(Cyrillic). 

In addition, a 
number of K98k 
rifles were also 
rebuilt during this 
time frame, many 
with German 
Mauser, Austrian 
Steyr and Polish 
Radomiu compo
nents. Most of these 
iifles have German 
laminated stocks. 
They wi ll be 
encountered with 
either mixed serial 
numbers or renum
bered parts. 

All of these 
rifles carry the 

Yugoslav M48 Mauser rifles are equipped 
with the M98-type cleaning rod, a bayonet 
and matching scabbard, leather frog, 
leather sling, leather two-compartment 
ammo pouch, and a cleaning kit with can
vas pouch, bristle bore brush, pull-through 
and two-compartment brass oil bottle. 

Yugoslav communist crest on the top of the receiver, which 
includes the date (29 November 1943) of the Germans retreat from 
Yugoslavia and the inception of Tito's government, and the usual 
communist regalia: five-pointed star, an "eternal" flame and bun
dles of wheat. 

Mitchell Arms, Inc. (Dept. SOP, P.O. Box 20855, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728; phone: 714-751 -5258; fax: 714-593-6971) has 
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recently imported a quantity of Yugoslav M48 rifles that have been 
in carefully maintained storage for half a century and remain in new 
condi tion. Soldier Of Fortune was sent one of these unique rifles for 
test and evaluation. 

The Yugoslav M48 is an interesting blend of both the Model 

(above) Too little, too late. Shortly 
after the Yugoslav M48 rifle was 
manufactured, and before it was 
issued, it was replaced by the 
Yugoslav made Kalashnikov series. 

Yugoslav communist crest includes the date (29 November 
1943) of the German retreat from Yugoslavia and the inception 
of Tito's government, and the usual communist regalia: five
pointed star, an "eternal" flame and bundles of wheat. (right) 
Roll mark on left side of receiver indicates in Cyrillic "PRE
DUZECE 44" - Production Facility 44 at Kragujevac. 
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1924 and K98k rifles. The hand
guard extends fully to the receiver 
as in the M24. However, the 
method by which the sling is 
attached to left side of the stock is 
that of the K98k. There is also a 
K98k-type wrap-around sheet
metal buttplate, but the bolt disas
sembly fitting in the buttstock has 
been deleted. The bolt cocking 
handle is bent in the K98k man
ner. All serial numbers match: 
receiver, bolt, magazine floor
plate and teak wood buttstock. 
Teak wood, used also on 

Earlier Yugoslav Mausers include, top to bottom: M24/52 with 
a straight bolt handle, followed by two K98k types 

stock had no dings. There was a 
rather ubstantial dent in the 
buttplate. Trigger-pull weight of 
our test speci men was 8.75 
pounds, typical of rifles of this 
era. Accuracy was also typical of 
a military Mauser with surplus 
military ball and an open V-notch 
rear sight, about 3 to 4 inches at 
100 yards. This is precise enough 
for government work. Principally 
because of the stock configura
tion, perceived recoil is always 
fairly significant with the Mauser 

Yugoslav Kalashnikovs, is heavy and dense because of the natural 
oi ls that saturate its pores. The trigger guard and ball"el bands are 
machined forgings, with many tool marks remai ning. 

The sights are those usually found on Mauser rifles of this type. The 
front sight is an inverted-V that can be drifted in its dovetail in the base 
for adjustment of windage zero. It has a snap-on protective hood. The 
open V-notch rear sight assembly - a sliding tangent-type - is 
sleeved and oldered onto the ball"el. This sight can be adjusted for ele
vation zero only from 200 to 2,000 meters i.n JOO-meter increments. Its 
graduated . cale has been left in-the-white for better visibility. 

Barrel length is 23.2 inches (590 mm). The four-groove barrel 
has a right-hand twist of one turn in 9.45 inches. Overall length is 
42.7 inches ( J,085 mm). Chambered for the 7.92x57mm cartridge, 
the weight is 8.8 pounds. 

The rifle ent to us for test and evaluation was absolutely brand 
new. The bore was perfect, the bluing exhibited no wear and the I 

98 series. 
Almost immediately after their production and prior to their 

fielding, the M48 Mauser rifles were replaced by the SKS and 
AK47 series rifles. As a consequence, the Mausers remained in stor
age at faci lities throughout Yugoslavia, but were removed every 
five years for servicing and testing of the rifles and, equally impor
tant, the ammunition stored with them. 

These rifles are equipped with the usual M98-type cleaning 
rod, a bayonet and matching scabbard (not matching to the rifles ' 
serial numbers), leather frog, leather s ling, leather two-compart
ment ammo pouch, and a cleaning kit with canvas pouch, bristle 
bore brush, pull-through and two-compartment brass oi l bottle. 
Most fasc inating of all is a spring-loaded shoot-through muzzle 
cover that is rifled! Complete with all of the above, the price is 
only $249.95. These are outstaniling pieces of history in museum
grade condition and they will disappear quickly in to private col-
lection (and Y2K stashes). - Peter G. Kokalis 

The Mauser 98 Action 
There is no doubt whatsoever that the Model 1898 Mauser 

action and its direct derivatives are the finest, strongest and 
mo t foolproof military bolt-actions ever designed. The one

piece receiver is machined from a single forging. The recoil lug, 
integral with the receiver forging, is large and more than ample. The 
inside of the receiver ring is threaded to accept the barrel shank. 
There are 12 threads per inch with a pitch of 55 degrees Whitworth. 
There is a collar, completely around the inside of the receiver ring 
except for the extractor cut, against which the rear end of the barrel 
impinges. This collar adds strength to the receiver ring and provides 
a seal around the bolt head. The top front of tl1e receiver bridge is 
slotted to accept a charger clip. 

The Mauser 98 bolt is a solid steel machined forging with an inte
gral bolt handle, usually with a round knob. The Yugoslav M48 
cocking knob has been flattened on its underside and the entire bolt 
group has been left "in-the-white." There are dual-opposed locking 
lugs on the front end. The top (left side) Jug is slotted to permit the 
ejector to pass ilirough. The bottom (right side) lug is solid. The 
inside of the receiver ring has been milled to form tl1e shoulders 
against which the locking lugs abut. There is a third (or safety) lug 
at the rear of the bolt body and slightly forward of the bolt's cocking 
handle - in line with the bottom Jocking lug. This Jug engages a 
recess in ilie receiver when the bolt is closed. It acts only as a safety 
lug, in the unlikely event that the front lugs fail. A long spring-steel 
extractor (much copied) is attached to a groove in the bolt body by a 
separate collar and provides what is usually called "controlled feed
ing." This means that rounds cannot be dropped into ilie chamber 
because the extractor claw will not slip over tl1e rim and so the bolt 
cannot be closed. All feeding must be from the magazine and tl1e 
extractor claw rides in the case's extractor groove starting at the time 
ilie cartridge moves upward out of tl1e magazine. Thus, tl1e extractor 
"controls" the case's movement throughout the feeding cycle. 
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Wl1en the bolt is opened the beveled squared-off base of the bolt 
handle moves along the rearward inclined surface of the receiver 
bridge and this provides camming power for initial exu·action and 
assists in the bolt's beginning rotation. The bolt lift on the Mauser 
98 action is 90 degrees. The bolt body is bored from the rear to 
accept the firing pin and mainspring. The rear of the striker and the 
cocking piece have three interrupted lugs to provide precise quarter
turn locking between these two components. The mainspring is 
retained by the cocking piece. Two safety Jugs on the firing pin, 
matching cutouts inside the bolt, serve to block the fall of the foing 
pin should it fracture before the bolt is fulled locked. WlUle many 
insist tl1e Mauser 98 action cocks on opening, more than one-third 
of the cocking motion actually takes place as the bolt is closed. 

There is a wing-type manual safety in lie top of the bolt 
s leeve. When placed in the far-right position both the firing 
pin/cocking piece and bolt are locked. Movement all the way to 
left will permit the rifle to be fired. In the center position, only the 
firing pin/cocking piece remains locked, permitting the bolt to be 
rotated for safe unload ing of the magazine. There are two oval 
safety gas vents toward the front of the bol t body, on either side 
of the extractor collar. The bolt stop, on the left side of the 
receiver, rotates on a pointed screw that pa ses through an inte
gral stud on the receiver. The trigger guard and staggered-col
umn box-type magazine are machined from a single piece of 
steel. Capacity of the M48 magazine is five rounds. There is a 
hinged, milled-steel , detachable floorplate, together with a 
milled fo llower and W-shaped follower spring. 

Over the hundred years of its existence, many have modified the 
Mauser 98 action and there have been no small number of compet
ing designs. None have equaled its most salient features and it 
remains, a century after its introduction, the very best turn-bolt ever 
brought to "shoulder arms." - P.G.K. 
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K ydex-type materials are becoming more and more popular as 
a holster material. Unfortunately, anyone with a hot-air dryer 
and a grinder can cut, shape and bend a sheet of this material 

around a handgun and call it a holster. But, that's a far cry from the 
holsters created by the acknowledged leader in this field , Blade
Tech Industries, Inc. (Dept SOF, 3060 South 96th Street, Tacoma, 
WA, 98409; phone: 253-581-4347; fax: 253-589-0282; website: 
http://www.blade-tech.com; e-mail: twegner@blade-tech.com). 

Kydex was originally developed about 25 years ago for airplane 
interiors with scuff-resistant and low-flammability properties. Less 
than a decade ago a few custom knifemakers started to use it to 
make sheaths. 

Blade-Tech has just introduced a new material called Concealex 
that wi ll eventually replace their use of Kydex completely. 
Developed specifically for the firearms and knife industry, 
Concealex is better than Kydex in just about every way, yet equal 
in cost. A PVC/PVA acrylic thermoplastic, Concealex is made from 
100% virgin materials. Less abrasive than Kydex, it has a higher 
Rockwell hardness (105) as wel l. It is impervious to most chemi
cals, solvents and lubricants. It is waterproof and has a permanent 
memory, retaining its molded shape forever. It will not shrink or 
crack and will withstand the harshest environment. Concealex is 
stable from well below freezing to more than 170 degrees F. 
Concealex's coarse matte finish has a smoother texture than Kydex. 

Totally unique to Concealex is a range of camouflage patterns 
that is integral to the plastic. This is a proprietary process that 
results in a remarkably low-maintenance material that retains its 

C 1 
Blade-Tech Concealex holsters and magazine/flashlight 

Once a ex pouches are available for a wide range of handguns, including 
(from top to bottom) the Colt Defender, Glock Models 26/27 
and Glock Models 29/30. 
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pattern over the Li fe of the product. T he camouflage patterns avai l
able include Desert, Woodland, Arctic and Realtree. The other col
ors are Olive Drab and Stealth Black, both with exceptionally tight 
color resolution. 

Using 0.125-inch-thick Concealex Blade-Tech handcrafts ten
sion-adjustable belt-loop holsters for just about any handgun. They 
also make an offset drop belt-loop holster, several types of inside-the
waistband rigs, several paddle holsters and a smalJ-of-the-back hol
ster. They make single and double magazine pouches, as well as a 
pouch that holds both a single magazine and a Surefire flashlight. 
Blade-Tech holsters are available with either a straight drop, FBI cant 
(muzzle to the rear) or crossdraw (muzzle forward) configuration. 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent three B lade-Tech 
Concealex holsters for the Colt Defender (Desert camouflage) and 
Glock Models 26/27 (Desert camouflage) and 29/30 (Stealth 
Black), respectively, for test and evaluation. They were accompa
nied by a Stealth Black single magazine pouch for the Glock Model 
29/30 and Desert camouflage combo pouches for the Colt Defender 
and Glock Models 26/27. One of the combo pouches holds the 
Surefire flashlight lens down, the other lens up. The camouflage
pattern belt holsters sell for $64.95 each, while the Stealth Black 
holster costs $54.95. The camouflage combo pouches are $54.95 
each and the B lack Stealth single magazine pouch costs only 
$22.95. Blade-Tech also makes shotgun shell , assault rifle maga-
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zine, break-front baton and handcuff pouches, together with custom 
knife sheaths. 

One of the most useful new items in the Blade-Tech catalog is 
their shim system. All of the holsters and pouches sent to us for test 
and evaluation have belt loops for 1 3/4-inch belts. This is the most 
common width for gun belts worn by those who pack a rod every day, 
all day. It will provide a substantial amount of support for the holster 
and pouch and sti ll pass through the belt loops on most blue jeans. 
There are times when that belt width is inappropriate, i.e., at a 
Presidential Inaugural Ball. Two of Blade-Tech's 0.25-inch shims, 
when snapped into the holster's and pouch's belt loops, will create a 
snug fit on a 1 114-inch dress belt. This is really nifty and precludes 
the requirement for different holsters and pouches for each belt width. 

To prevent abrasion to your handgun, holsters of this type 
should be occasionally wiped with hot soapy water or a clean oily 
rag. In my opinion, stainless steel and polymer-framed handguns, 
like the Glock series which feature a sturdy nitride finish on the 
slide, are best suited for carry in a Concealex holster. Although 
many do, I would personally avoid stuffing pistols with a Teflon 
finish into a holster of this type. That said, I've been carrying my 
Colt Defender and all of my many Glock pistols in Blade-Tech 
holsters for some time now. T he retention is more than adequate, 
yet the draw stroke from these holsters is slick and unimpeded. 

- Peter G. Kokalis 
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At the booth of a quintessentia l bright young whippersnapper 
named Steve Overholt, we found something trul y new and 

quite sensible in the realm of fi eld kni ves. This Montanan has 
addressed the dark secret that although ail rea l men don 't eat quiche, 
some of them can ' t sharpen a kni fe worth a hoot. Some of us, of 
course, will feel obliged to say that thi s kni fe is o f interest primari
ly a an excellent gift for the wife or brother-in-law because 1hey 
don 't know how to sharpen a kn ife. But there's been more than one 
time that we let a blade get duller than would come back with a cou
ple minutes work because we were fi ghting encroaching darkness, 
and as a result did a sloppy job of dress ing a hide. Some of the new 
di amond sharpeners are amazing ly fas t at pu n ing an edge back on a 
kni fe, but they don ' t do it in two seconds when the sun is sinking 
away from you. But the Tigersharp does - by repl ac ing the edge. 

Many new knife ideas look real good on paper, but there's 
many a slip 'tween the cusp and the slit. The Tigersharp, however, 
is one handy idea that has been very thoroughl y eng ineered to be 
as good an idea in the hand as it is on paper. The bas ic idea isn ' t 
new - changeable and/or disposable bl ades have been used to 
great advantage on three-corne red knives and sca lpe ls fo r decades. 

ot because sheet-goods men and surgeons aren ' t smart enough to 
sharpen a blade, but because time they would spend mess ing with 
a blade is bette r spent doing what it is they do bes t. 

The application of the princ iple is news, however. The 
Tigersharp 's central blade, you know, the sharp part, is made of K7 
stainless (an excellent blade material, although not a common knife 
material ) sandwiched between two rig id 440A stainless side pane ls, 
same idea as a laminated blade of high-carbon steel between cheeks 
of a more resilient low-alloy stee l or titanium. Well-supported by the 
cheeks, it can be hardened to Rockwell 56C since britt leness is not a 
problem. It thus holds a very good edge, and when it does dull you 
simply release it, and swap it for the fresh blade insert that is riding in 
the Finnish-style Cordura nylon sheath. But the Tigersharp 's instantly 
changeable blade is not necessarily a throw-away: What you do with 
the old blade is up to you, but we took ours to the bench and resharp
ened it on a Japanese waterstone and it's li ke new and riding in the 
sheath waiting for its brother to get dull. Spare or repl acement blades 
are available from Tigersharp at very reasonable cost. You carry spare 
ammo, spare batteries, extra water and some jerky afield - now you 
can carry a "spare kni fe" with almost no weight penalty. 

With an overall length of 8-1/2" and a 3-3/4" ·blade, the 
Tigersharp is not a chopper, but for every cutting and slic ing duty 
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- espec ially for dress ing game - it is one of the bandies t fie ldcut
ters we' ve ever he ld. The slightl y drop-point blade has a very good 
radius fo r either skinning or dress ing. Scalpe l-sharp, it cut the pret
tiest steaks you ever saw from a frozen venison shank . The well
des igned locking system holds the central blade ti ght and firm with 
no play whatsoever. The handle is of bl ack, high-impact ABS with 
a very good shape and good texture for use and grip. Important fo r 
a camp knife that may be gutting gam e at noon and preparing din
ner in the evening, the Tigersharp is ve ry easy to clean and wash. It 
is of full-tan g construction (0. 140"), yet we ighs a scant 7 ounces . It 
is entire ly made in the USA. We don ' t use a star-rating in thi s col
umn , but if we did we'd have to th row a whole handful at the 
Tigersharp - it 's gear that 's good to go. If nothing e lse, a suming 
you' re getting along well enough that you trust her with sharp 
things, you should get one for your s ignificant other. You can always 
say "Sweetpea, l can ' t find my pocket stone, can I borrow your 
sharp kni fe?" and she' ll be pleased you gave her something so good 
you want to borrow it back - and you ' ll always know where it is. 

Dealer program? Of course. Limited lifetime wm,-an ty against 
defective materials or workmanship (don ' t use the knife as a tire iron 
and you ' II never need the warranty). Tigersharp Knives and replaceable 
blade: m·e available from Tigersharp Technologies, Dept. SOF, 4275 D. 
J. Drive, Missoula, MT 59803; phone/fax: 406-25 1-5671. 

- Don Mcl ean :9Z' 
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"The Taliban are mobilizing thousands of troops fo r a second 
offensive on Mazar-i-Sharif and the north of the country." -
Pakistani English-language press report, July 1997. 

he main road west from Kunduz in northern Afghanistan 
is a shift ing track across a stony desert with not much to rec 
ommend it except that it is the shortest distance to the ancient 
c ity of Mazar-i-Sharif, capital of Balkh province, a once thriv
ing agri cul tural , commercial and industri a l center, famous 
Oriental carpet bazaar, important site of re ligious pilgrimage 
... and at this time, headquarters of the ethni c Uzbek warlord 

General Abdul Malik. 
MaJik's betrayal of his boss General Abdul Rashid Dostam was 

the catalyst for the triumphant entry of Afghanistan 's extremist 
Muslim movement, the Taliban , into Mazar-i-Sharif in May 1997 
(see "Taliban Turnaround," February '99). Malik had the deluded 
presumption to believe that when he defected to the predominantly 
ethnic Pushtun Taliban, he would be treated as an equal partner in a 
new ruling coalition. Poor fool. Malik (whose mother was a 
Pushtun) had his neck saved by the timely uprising of his Shia allies 
in Mazar, and the religious militia suffered huge losses in its defeat. 

Shortly afterward, in June 1997, gutsy fighters of the Taliban (a 
stranded ex pedi tionary force of re inforcements meant for Mazar) 
against all apparent odds captured the provincial capital Kunduz 
(340 kilometers north of Kabul ) from their rivals (see "Taliban 
Turnaround, Part II," March '99) and even had a go at Ahmad Shah 

Masood 's ethnic Tajik forces belonging to Afghan Pres ident 
Burhanuddin Rabbani 's Jamiar-i-lslami faction , whose headquar
ters (since their September 1996 retreat from Kabul) was in the 
neighboring province of Takhar to the east. 

A stalemate gradually settled over the northern front lines but the 
Taliban were apparently trapped. They had no overland link to 
Kabul and their encl ave in Kunduz (with Pushtun allies farther 
south in Baghlan) was flanked to the east and west by inim ical 
Tajiks and Uzbeks. 

Dostam slumbered in shameful exile in Turkey. Meanwhile, 
Malik fumbled along in uneasy alliance with groups such as: Shia 
Hezb-i-Wahdat , Masood's Jamiat; some Hezb-i-lslami of Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 's following; and other minor 
mujahideen fac tions also represented in Mazar-i-Sharif. The Uzbeks 
no longer dominated Mazar-I-Sharif, as they had during Dostam 's 
clay. Rather, the Mazar-i-Sharif were ruled by a council of military 
commanders, from all the resident parties, known as a shoora. 

As early as July the Taliban began claiming they once again had 
Mazar in their sights. In Kabul, Jalaluddin Haqqani, a distingui shed 
Pushtun mujahideen commander who brought a large force of east
ern Ghilzai tTibesmen into the Taliban movement, told journali st 
that the northern coalition was "disunited" and there was growi ng 
mistrust not only between Malik and his Uzbek generals but also 
between Malik and Masood. Rather than see the isolation of the 
Kunduz column as a liability, Haqqani was upbeat about the religious 
militia's toehold in the north. "We have divided the opposition into 
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(left) Taliban gun crew unloads122mm rounds for M-30 howitzer, less common now than the D-30 
on front lines, but not yet retired from service. (above) Taliban gunner fires Soviet 122mm D-30 
howitzer, which has become a standard artillery weapon in the Afghan arsenal, used by both 
sides in recent conflicts. Not all recruits to Taliban are youths. (below) This old Pushtun turned 
up in Kabul with his trusty World War II-vintage Lee Enfield, vowing to fight ''iihad." 

Taliban BM-21 rocket launcher in action on 
front lines north of Kabul. (below) Taliban 
patrolling north of Kabul in BMP-2 Infantry 
~ghting vehicle, painted in camouflage, 
against snowy backdrop of Hindu Kush 
mountain range. 



two parts by putting our forces into Kunduz," he noted, accurately. 
However, Haqqani's spin on the military situation was that the 

Taliban offensive against Mazar-i-Sharif would come from the 
west, from Herat. It did not. It came from the east, from Kunduz. 

In early September 1997, the Taliban once again took the battle
field initiative and broke the Kunduz stalemate. They were on the 
march, and for the second time in less than six months, these pious
ly bearded religious militiamen were to seriously threaten Mazar-i
Sharif. Breaking out of confinement in Kunduz, they struck west, 
quickly crossing the Kunduz River to capture the district center of 
Chardarra. They advanced farther to seize the strategic heights of 
lrganak Pass that opened the way across the desert to Mazar. 

The In-law Problem 
It was not as if there had been no warning. In the preceding 

week, up to three flights a day by Taliban Antonov An-32s had air
lifted men and ammunition from Kabul to Kunduz. Naturally, 
betrayal was also a major element in the Taliban breakout. Pushtun 
locals in Kalayi Zol (a traditional Turkoman outpost north of 
Kunduz on the Amu Darya River ... but populated in the late 19th 
century by tribal migrants from Kandahar) turned in the Taliban's 
favor. Meanwhile, the commander at Irganak (Malik's own brother
in-law) sold out to the religious warriors. So did a former Hezb-i
Islami commander in the town of Tashkurghan in Samangan 
province, where the desert road from Irganak links to the black-top 
main highway bound for Mazar just 60 kilometers to the west. 

"The Taliban stormed across the desert from Irganak to 
Tashkurghan, and then on to reach Mazar, in just two to three 
days," noted an Afghan observer. It was 9 September 1997. "But 
they didn't enter the city.' They were afraid - afraid of getting 
ambushed and wiped-out as they had been in May," he added. 

The Taliban dithered on the eastern city limits near Mazar 
University. Had they known Malik had fled the capital when they 
arrived in Tashkurghan they might have pressed on and taken their 
prize. Again, resistance was largely in the hands of the Shia fight
ing factions . The Taliban dug in and laid siege. 

6 4 

Meanwhile, Dostam staged a comeback after four months of 
exile in Turkey. For 20 days the former warlord had been watching 
events from the sidelines in the Uzbekistan border town of Termez. 
He then crossed the steel-girder "Friendship Bridge" over the Amu 
Darya (the last units of the defeated Red Army exited Afghanistan 
going the other way in February 1989) and entered Afghanistan at 
the frontier town of Hairaton, from where he choppered down to 
Mazar-i-Sharif, arriving on 12 September. 

Dostam was given a warm reception by the people. "The people 
kissed the tires of his Mercedes-Benz and threw money onto the 
street," an Afghan resident remarked with incredulity. 

Short-lived Jubilation 
Things changed quickly. Hairaton suddenly fell to the Taliban, 

who then penetrated deeper into the province. With the help of 
opportunistic Pushtun sympathizers (all formerly Hezb-i-Islami) 
they seized the town of Balkh to the west of Mazar. The net was 
now closing around this most important of all northern capitals, and 
Dostam was back between a rock and a hard place. The fall of Balkh 
had severed overland connection with his native Jawzjan province 
(where Malik was hiding out) and the Taliban had control of 
Mazar 's airport, which was on the Turkestan plains far to the east of 
the city. 

Dostam panicked. From his sprawling army base north of the 
city, the so-called Qalayi Jangi (literally, "War-Fortress"), he igno
miniously fled Mazar for the second time. By Mi-17 he choppered 
south into central Afghanistan to the Hezb-i-Wahdat headquarters of 
Karim Khalili in the historic town of Bamian, site of the two ancient 
and colossal Buddha statues (the smallest is 38 meters [125 feet] 
high) carved in a cliff face. By all accounts his reception was frosty. 

Taliban heavy armor moves up to front line north of Kabul. Here a T-62 
is escorted by foot soldiers in typical dress, with Chinese webbing for 
Kalashnikov ammunition magazines. (inset) Mark of the Taliban -
untrimmed beard and turban. This young tanker also wears yellow 
prayer beads and religious amulet around his neck. 
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"You have two options: return to Turkey or die on the front 
lines," Khalili was reported as saying, but he agreed to send 2,000 
reinforcements. 

Evacuation Yard Sale 

CNN's Hokus Pokus 
"Everybody knows the rules regarding video here, and not even 

CNN are above them," a foreign-aid worker was quoted by the AFP 
Kabul-based correspondent. "The incident escalated when the CNN 

While all this palaver was going on in Barrrian, the internal crew attempted to pass off a blank video cassette to angered offi-
security situation in Mazar was grave. In face of the front line cials at the hospital, following complaints over the open use of their 
uncertainties, the United Nations and most expatriate aid workers cameras," reported AFP. 
had also evacuated the capital. The Red Cross, made of sterner stuff, In addition to raising their own profile, the arrest of Bonino and 
stayed put. This was the UN's second evacuation from a troubled the journalists did serve to highlight the austere and puritanical 
Mazar-i-Sharif and, feeling betrayed, the angry and bitter civilian world of the Taliban. It also shed light on the Taliban's own reli-
population took its revenge. They looted everything they could get gious watchdogs - the repressive and repugnant Prevention of 
their hands on. "UN vehicles were .,,.-----,...,..,....""""...,....,....-;...,...---, Vice and Promotion of Virtue 
looted big-time," chuckled an 
Afghan present at the time. "You 
could buy a UN Landcruiser for a 
few thousand bucks, no papers of 
course!" Local commanders with 
stolen UN jeeps had them repainted 
for running around town. 

squads who roam Kabul in jeeps 
seeking out men with untrimmed 
beards and women in public not 
properly enclosed in full-body 
shrouds that may reveal no more 
than hands and feet. They also see 
to it that alleged thieves, gamblers 
and homosexuals are paraded 
through the city with blackened 
faces for all to see and mock. 

All the UN foodstocks for the 
poor - 735 tons of wheat flour and 
cooking oil, etc. - were looted. So 
were 800 tons of fertilizer and all 
UN radio communication equip
ment. Most, not all, NGOs (Non
Govemmental Organizations) were 
cleaned out too. "Sheet-iron was 
ripped off the roofs of our offices, 
and the electrical wiring was even 
chiseled out from under the plaster 
in the walls," one irate foreign aid 
worker recalled. In one agency, the 
toilets were ripped out of the floor. 

Bonino and the others were 
released with an apology, but the 
Taliban were unrepentant for their 
strictly interpreted religious ortho
doxy. Repenting was for sinners 
and as they saw it, and Kabul was 
a "city of sinners" which had to be 
cured of its evils. 

Mazar-i-Sharif in northern Afghanistan: Uniformed trooper of Uzbek 
warlord General Abdul Rashid Dostam guards entrance to Blue 
Mosque, famous site for pilgrimage and worship. Beards were not 
the fashion for ex-communist forces. 

"Afghanistan will be a pure 
Islamic state, and a model for the 
Islamic world and the west," 

enthused Mullah Qalamuddin, head of the Vice and Virtue depart
ment, in an interview with the foreign press in Kabul 

In another, looters took all the walkie-talkie radios, computers, 
printers and a photocopy machine. All ended up in the bazaar for 
sale at very cheap prices. Where jeeps had been disabled by expats 
before evacuating Mazar, they were dragged away by enterprising 
thieves using trucks. 

A plucky French aid-worker was detem1ined to return to Mazar 
to continue helping impoverished Afghans despite her personal 
sense of betrayal. "Besides, I want to track down my saxophone!" 
she growled. 

Gang-Raping the Red Cross 
The Red Cross, despite its sterling record of service, was not 

immune to the lawless mob which prowled the streets, and also fell 
prey to some looting and violence. In possibly the worst case of 
assault against a foreigner in Afghanistan, one expatriate Red Cross 
woman was gang-raped, reportedly by some 30 men. The rape was 
hushed up. On 20 September, the Red Cross evacuated 29 of its aid 
workers, keeping on a skeleton staff only. 

Meanwhile in Kabul, another small drama was being played out 
in which a number of western women got first-hand experience of 
the Taliban's " reign of terror," as Emma Bonino described it. 
Bonino, the European Union Commissioner for Humanitarian 
Affairs, together with 19 others (EU officials, aid workers and vis
iting journalists, including CNN's celebrated Christiane Aman pour) 
was arrested by the Taliban and held for nearly four hours in deten
tion in the compound of a Kabul jail. 

The EU entourage had been visiting Kabul 's sole hospital for 
women patients, when the journalists began fi lming and snapping 
pictures - in defiance of the Taliban's well-publicized prohibition 
on photography. Acting on a tip-off from the Afghan director of the 
hospital, Taliban religious police swooped down on the scene, 
waved a Kalashnikov in Bonino's face, slapped the CNN camera
man, rifle-butted one aid-worker and confiscated all film. The inci
dent later received much international publicity in righteously 
indignant accounts that described "A Taste of Terror" and the 
"Tyranny of the Taliban." At the time, however, many resident 
Kabul aid-workers and local journalists were of the opinion the vis
iting journalists had brought the heat down squarely on themselves. 
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Finally Dostam returned to Mazar from Bamian. Masood was 
also as scathing as Khalili. In reminding Dostam of his hollow boast 
that he had come to save the country, Masood reportedly offered 
some advice, which was: "It's better for you to die than to run 
away." Dostam was now very much reduced from his self-vaunted 
role as Afghan king-maker to the knave, if not the joker of the pack. 

A counter-offensive against the Taliban entrenched in Mazar 
University by mixed Shia factions and Jamiat troops cleared the 
religious militia from the outer eastern suburbs of the city. The 
Taliban put up stiff resistance at Mazar airport. The Taliban claimed 
that of the eight opposition jets based at Mazar airport, three defect
ed to Kabul and the other five flew to the Russian-Tajik military 
base of Kulyob in Tajikistan, which supplies Masood with aid. 
Contol of Kulyob had changed hands three times before the coali
tion forces could claim total victory on 5 October. It is uncertain 
what role Dos tam 's few remaining loyal troops had in these actions 
- the Uzbek warlord was said to have been more interested in the 
western front, where he was chasing Malik, hell-bent on revenge. 

Here, with the help of one of the Hezb-i-lslami commanders in 
the town of Balich who switched sides yet again to rejoin him, 
Dostam pushed into Jawzjan and captured the provincial capital 
Sheberghan from Malik ... who retreated west to Maimana, capital 
of Faryab province. 

Dostam then returned to Mazar and joined forces with Wahdat 
and others for a successful push that saw' the recapture of Hairaton 
and Tashkurghan. The Taliban did not contest these locations, but 
merely retreated back through the desert to Qalayi Zol and Kunduz. 
It was practically deserted in Tashkurghan when Dostam 's Uzbeks 
and Wahdat rolled into town. 

Effectively the second Taliban assault on Mazar-i-Sharif was 
over. No breakthroughs had been made on any other frontlines to 
back them up, which may have influenced their decision not to 
stand and fight. Even though this second Mazar offensive was a 
fizzer, the story was far from over, for the Taliban had clearly shak-

Continued on page BO 
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Russia's SpecOps Bullet-Shooting Knife 

In the hands of a soldier, a knife may be 
either tool or weapon. Its utility as a 
tool can be enhanced by the addition 

of implements such as a saw or a wire cutter. 
As a weapon, its lethality and range can be 
increased by a built-in ability to be used as a 
fi rearm. In times past, marine services used a 

66 

by Valery N. Shilin 

"boarding pistol" which comprised a single
or double-barrel flintlock pisto l with a large 
cutlass built under or between the barrels, it 
being a moot point whether the blade was 
there to enhance an unreliable and marginal
ly lethal pistol, or if the pistol was there to 
back up a particularly clumsy blade weapon. 

Several years ago SOF featured an article 
by the late John Minnery regarding a 
Chinese-made military knife with a multiple
shot .22 weapon built into the handle. The 
idea of making a knife more deadly through 
the addition of a firearm function is still 
attractive, but until now was awaiting a prac
tical engineering answer to the concept, and a 
cartridge that would make it worthwhile. 

NRS-2: Russia's Special-Purpose 
Scouting Knife 

TOZ - the Tula Oruzheiniy Zavod -
Russia's o ldest arsenal , located in the city of 
Tula about 600 km south of Moscow, 
recently unveiled a novel and versatile 
scouting knife, designated as NRS-2 (nozh 
razvedchika, spetzialniy). 

The author was able to test and evaluate 
this unusual weapon specifically for DWJ 
and, in due course, SOF. 

NRS-2, knife removed from sheath, showing: 
1) saw; 2) wire cutter; 3) screwdriver; 4) cable 
cutter; 5) handle of cutter. 



An operator can cut wire or steel rods of 5 mm, or (inset) elec
trical wires to 400 volts (note: never cut wire suspected of 
being energized, two at a time.) 

The NR S-2 is a personal weapon designed to be used in close 
combat by Russia's special forces such as OMON, SPETSNAZ, 
YITIAZ or Alpha Group. It can be employed against an enemy 
force as a blade or as a firearm. 

The bl ade is made of steel and has an non-rellective black matte 

with ammuni \]on (one romio only~ a11d th \Jigger tpeo
1
hanism. I he 

muzzle is fitted with a soft rubberized CQnical ca~, comprising se11-
eral leaves. When fire is delivered, and tbe bullet esc~pes the barre l, 
the petals open and let the projectile pass. In a fi on-fire position the 1 

leaves are closed, thus protecting the barrel from outs ide debri s~ 

The handl e has two sights. The one, whi ch is located at tfue 
rear part of the handle, is adjustable for elevation zero and fu nc

tions as a front sight. The hilt on the 
spine s.ide of the bl ade has a non
adju stabl e U-notch, which in the 
firearm mode serves as the rear sight. 

Firing The NRS-2 
To bring the weapon into firing 

position , proceed as fo ll ows: 
I . Release barrel locking lever by 

turning it counter-clockwise. 
2. Remove barrel assembl y from its recess in the knife handle. 
3. Put a round into the chamber and replace the barrel assem

bl y into battery. Lock it. 
4 . Turn the safety lever forward so that a red dot is exposed. 
5. Lift the cocking lever in the handl e upwards and release it to 

let it return into initial position . 
coating. The upper serrated edge of the 
blade can be used as a saw. The polyrner
insulated sheath is used as a multi-function
al fi eld tool: it cuts concertiJrn wire, steel 
rods to 5nm1 diameter, telephone cords and 
li ve electrical cables up to 400 volts. The tip 
of the sheath functions as a strong square
bar screwdriver. 

Knife in sheath: 332 mm x 65 mm x 34 mm 

The weapon is now ready to fire . By ho ld
ing the knife in a horizontal posture, with the 
muzzle aimed at the target, depress the trigger 
ki1ob located on the right side of handle. By 
depressing the trigger, the hammer is released 
from the sear and hits the fir ing pin, and the 
round is fired . 

The most unexpected element o f the 
kni fe is the handle, which acconunodates a 
super-compact firin g unit. The short, 
smooth-bored barre l of about 50mrn is 
equipped with a muzzle attachment and a 
breech-locking mechani sm. The latter con
sists of two lugs on the barre l, which turn 
into recesses in the handle 's internal sleeve, 
locking into battery when the barrel is rotat
ed in clockwise. Security of locking is 
enhanced by a special lever located at the 
kn ife 's muzzle device. 

The inner sleeve houses both the barrel 

Knife alone: 284 mm x 54 mm x 34 mm 
Length of blade: 160 mm 

OVERALL WEIGHT: 

With sheath and cartridge: 0.57 kg. 
Knife without sheath, unloaded: 0.35 kg. 

Caliber of SP-4 round: 7.62 mm 

Muzzle velocity: 200 meters per second 

Weight of round: 24 gm. 

Weight of bullet (FMJ): I 0 gm. 

Sighted range of fire: 25 meters 

Manufacturer: TOZ, 2 Metallistov St., 300000 Tula, Russia 

A fieldstripped NRS-2 shows 1) barrel retaining locking lever; 2) locking 
lug; 3) barrel. 

The SP-4 special sound-suppressed 
7 .62mm cartridge is used to foe at targets from 
point-blank to a distance of 25 meters. Th~ 
round pierces a standard issue steel army hel
met from the distance of 20 meters. The ammu
nition has a significantly reduced sound signa
ture, more resembling the sound of an air-oper
ated BB gun than that of a firearm - an impor
tant feature for special "quiet" missions. 

A resident of Russia, Valery N. Shilin is a 
frequent contributor to SOF on new Russian. 
arms developments. ~ 

The polypetalous muzzle cover 1) keeps dirt out, opens to pass projec· 
tile; the trigger mechanism is cocked with the cocking lever 2); projec
tian at b II of knife serves as front sight in firearm mode. 

Round is fired by pressing the trigger; it is recommended the knife be 
sheathed and weapon firmly gripped, 
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Why 
~'tOur 
uuops 

Have The 
Best? 

by John Hogan 
Photos by Wayne Laugesen 

Headquarters of Jerry Wigutow's 
"Wiggy's," manufacturers of sleep
ing bags, insulated outdoor outer
wear and tents. Wiggy says that 
Natick Labs is comprised largely of 
bureaucrats who are more interest
ed in self-perpetuation than they are 
in giving the troops the best equip
ment available. 
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U 
he U.S. Armed Forces are current
ly deploying a quarter-million new 
sleeping bag systems, and another 
three hundred thousand or so are 
about to be procured. The total cost 
for buying this new system wi ll 

add up to about $ 100 million dollars, and 
they probably aren 't as good as they should 
be. There is considerable evidence suggest
ing that the troops may get more warmth 
for the dollar when individual units buy 
sleeping bags in the civ ilian marketplace. 
In fact U.S. Specia l Operations units like 
the Green Berets, Rangers and SEALs are 
buying that equ ipment from private enter
prises, and here is why. 

During every war fought by Americans, 
troops have always had to purchase on the 
civilian market those necessary items that 
were either inadequate as supplied by the 
military or not supplied at all. Certainly 
funding adequate equipment has been a 
problem at certain times in history. 
Beginning with the Revolutionary War and 

on through the Civil War, the government 
cou ldn ' t afford to buy everything the troops 
needed. At present, those of you who know 
how much you pay in federal taxes fully 
understand that lack of funds isn ' t the rea
son that today 's soldiers aren't getting the 
best equipment available. In fact, consider
ing what the taxpayers pay for, the U.S. 
armed forces ought to be getting the very 
best gear available. 

Unfortunately, as any soldier wi ll prob
ably tell you , at least some of his equipment 
doesn' t perform as well as the civilian 
equivalent. Perhaps the most often cited 
reason fo r inadequacies in supplied equip
ment is the politics inherent in the procure
ment and supply system. Certainly there is 
something to that. Until very recently, mil
itary equipment was produced either by the 
low bidder or by a firm with good political 
connections or perhaps by a company with 
a recently retired general officer on the 
payroll. But a far more prevalent reason 
that the troops usually don ' t get what they 
need can be traced to the fact that the peo
pl e who develop gear have always thought 
that they knew more about the fi eld sol
dier's needs than the field soldier. Talking 
to the guy who actually uses the stuff usu
ally doesn ' t happen. 

Most of the major research and develop
ment of items used by ground forces , Army 
troops in particular, comes from the U.S . 
Army Natick Laboratories in Natick, 
Massachusetts. Natick is responsible fo r the 
Kevlar helmet and the PASGT protective 
vest, both historica ll y notabl e improve
ments in personnel protection. In the inside 
pocket on the back of the flak vest is a ques
tionnaire printed on a postage-paid post
card. The questionnaire asks the sold ier who 
has taken a hit whi le wearing the vest to 
describe the matter and return the informa
tion directly to Natick. Eureka! A revolu

.-------------------------------, tionary idea. Actually asking 
the guy with his ass in the 
grass for information on 
improving the product. Why 
not ask soldiers for feedback 
on everything they use? 

Not poss ible, says a 
spokesman for Natick Labs. 
It 's easy with flak vests 
because there is a littl e 
pocket in back, but not so 
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easy with other items that don't have little 
pockets. Apparently, the absence of " little 
pockets" prevents communication with the 
troops. Sound like bureaucratic nonsense? 
That's what Jerry Wigutow says it is. 

Wigutow, who is also known as 
"Wiggy," manufactures sleeping bags, insu
lated outdoor outerwear and tents. He says 
that Natick Labs is comprised largely of 
bureaucrats who are more interested in self
perpetuation than they are in giving the 
troops the best equipment available. 

Warm Heart, Warm Feet 
Wiggy, of course, may have a vested 

interest in saying such mean things about 
Natick because he manufactures sleeping 
bags that have been rejected by the gate
keepers at Natick. Sour grapes could be a 
reasonable explanation. And Wiggy does 
have just the off-center type of personality 
that might rub officials the wrong way. He 
does things like making end runs around the 
process by writing to the president of the 
United States to protest Natick Labs' find
ing that his products are "unsuitable for mil
itary purposes." 

Wiggy also publishes his own newslet
ters in which he states without equivocation 
that he makes the "finest sleeping bags ever 
produced in the history of sleeping bag 
manufacturing" and makes the lofty claim 
of having the world 's most efficient insula
tion, a polyester product called Lamilite. 
Those claims put him crossways with other 
manufacturers and with official people Like 
Major General Lynn Stevens, head of the 
Army Material Command's sleepi ng bag 
development and acquisition program. In a 
letter to Wiggy, General Stevens cited 
"Polar Guard," not Lamilite, as the "best 
available" insulation. 

He said that shingled Polar Guard was 
necessary to most closely approach the 
Army requi rement for the Extreme Cold 
Weather Sleep System (ECWSS). T hat 
requirement says that ECWSS must pro
vide troops with four hours of restful sleep 
in an ambient air temperature of -60° F 
below zero. 

The General went on to say that, though 
Wiggy's product might be " ... highly sui t
able for some purposes, it does not meet the 
Army's requirements for a sleeping system 
or represent an advance over present Army 
equipment." 

Since the government doesn' t have a 
very good record of issuing anything u·oops 
could carry on their own backs that would 
keep them warm, Stevens' categorizing 
Wiggy bags as not being any "advance" 
over the present issue was very insulting, 
but not quite correct. 

The military-issued bags at the time 
Stevens scorched Wiggy were horribly inef
ficien t, slightly updated Korean War-era
designed mummy types. The best of those, 
the intermediate and extreme cold weather 
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sleeping bags, are heavy, nearly 10 pounds, 
not compressible enough to carry on a back
pack and not good for temperatures much 
below 20° F . Troops could get lighter, more 
efficient bags for about $100 at good sport
ing goods stores. In fact, Ranger units did 
that very thing. In the early '90s all opera
tional companies of the 75th Infantry went 
outside the supply system and bought Sie1Ta 
Designs and North Face bags. 

At about the same time other units, 
like the 10th Special Forces and various 
elements of Delta who were quite unsatis
fied with the prod ucts of the Army 
Material Command 
and Natick Labs, 
began buying s leep
ing bags from 
Wiggy. Why then did 
the most elite of the 
Army units go out-
ide the supply sys

tem and purchase the 
exact equipment that 
both a major general 
and the Army's pre
miere materials test-
ing fac ili ty had 
declared to be 
unsuitable for mili
tary use? 

In 1992, not Jong 
after being declared 
unsuitable fo r mili
tary use, the Navy SEALs requested that 
Wiggy build a sleeping bag system that 
would function from summer time through 
-40° F below zero. He did, the SEAL 
teams adopted it and the Navy assigned 
the Wiggy sleeping bag system stock num
ber NSN 8465-01-395-4094. 

Wiggy ca ll s it the Flexible 
Temperature Range Sleep System 
(FTRSS) . It is very diffe rent from the 
Army Materia l Command/Natick labs 
ECWSS bag. 

The most notable difference is that the 
current issue ECWSS uses two bags: a 
heavy inner sleeping bag and an intermedi
ate or light pau·ol bag with a soon-to-be
deployed outer Gore-Tex Bag cover, and in 
addition specifies that the user wear i sue 
booties, a hood and other clothiJ1g items 
while ins.ide the bag. The FTRSS equipment 
is a heavy inner bag that Wiggy rates down 
to -20° F below by itself. The second com
ponent is an outer or pau·ol bag rated to 35° 
that zips to the inner bag. Zipped together, 
the Ultima Thule/Patrol FTRSS is rated by 
Wiggy to be good to -60° F below if you use 
booties and an insulated head cover. 

Getting "Down" To Business 
The most important difference, according 

to Wiggy, is the insulation. Both the Polar 
Guard and Lamili te are continuous filament 
polyester material produced by the same 
company, Hoechst Celanese Corporation. 

Wiggy at his shop on the western slope of 
Colorado. Wiggy has just the off-center type 
of personality that might rub officials the 
wrong way. He does things like making end 
runs around the process by writing to the 
President of the United States to protest 
Natick Labs' finding that his products are 
"unsuitable for military purposes." 

The UWSS bogs 
actually tested in 

Alaska in January /f ebruory 
temperatures did not keep 

the troops worm even 
though they hod the 

extra protection 
of tents. 
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After o number 
of yeon in storage, the 

down bogs were judged to 
be f undomentolly 

devoid of ony 
insulating 

merit. 

The best way to figure out what 
works is to find out what makes the 
guy with his ass in the grass happy. 
Possibly the very best endorsement 
of Wiggy's gear comes from them. 
The SpecOps troops, the Air Force 
and everyone who seems able to get 
away with it uses Wiggy's products. 
Units from all branches have pur
chased a total of about 50,000 sleep
ing bags from Wiggy. In 1995, in 
addition to FTRSS bags, the 10th 
Special Forces Group bought 500 
pairs of Lamilite-insulated Joe 
Reddington mukluks (right) for 
troops deploying to Bosnia. That 
same year the U.S. Air Force began 
replacing the vacuum-packed, 
down-filled sleeping bags they put 
in cold-weather ejection seat and 
aircrew survival kits with Wiggy's 
bags and mukluks. 
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The major difference is that Polar Guard 
insulation, as specified by the Army for the 
ECWSS, is a bonded continuous filament 
and Lamilite is not. Wiggy says that Lamilite 
is more dense than Polar Guard, and that it 
has most of the warmth and breathability of 
down insulation but without the problems. 
For example, down insulation is worthless 
when wet and when it is stored compressed 
for long periods or laundered it loses some of 
its insulative qualities. 

In a few short years after havi ng hi s 
Lamilite insulation rejected as inferior and 
his product declared unsuitable for military 
purposes, Wiggy's became the largest sup
plier of "unbranded bags" to the U.S. armed 
forces. He was selling them to all branches 
of the service in small-unit sales batches 
and to individual troops through the Brigade 
Quartermaster's catalog. 

In 1995, in add ition to FTRSS bags, the 
10th Special Forces Group bought 500 pairs 
of Lamilite-insulated Joe Reddington muk
luks for troops deploying to Bosnia. That 
same year the U.S. Air Force began repl ac
ing the vacuum-packed down-fi lled sleep
ing bags they put in cold weather ejection 
seat and aircrew survival kits. After a num
ber of years in storage, the down bags were 
judged to be fundamentally devoid of any 
insulating merit. What did the Air Force 
replace all those down bags with? You 

guessed it, Wiggy 's bags. And in each sur
vival kit there is also a set of Wiggy's Joe 
Reddington mukluks. 

In 1996, there was one of those critical 
occurrences in the progression of events 
which would lead to the taxpayers spending 

· $100 million on sleeping bags that have 
been judged not good enough by the leading 
units of the U.S. military. 

An officer at the U.S. Army cold weath
er testing facility in Alaska called Wiggy 
and asked if he could supply them with 
2,000 FTRSS bags for testing. The Alaska 
National Guard had already purchased 
FTRSS systems. Apparently, the officer was 
in charge of procurement and had either 
looked at one of those or had seen one of the 
Special Forces FTRSS bags. According to 
Wiggy, the officer said he had been offered 
2,000 of the Natick-approved ECWSS bags 
for $ 120 each but had decided instead to 
spend the extra few dollars and purchase 
Wiggy's FTRSS bags. 

In a few weeks, the procurement offi
cer phoned back to say that the Army 
Material Command was no longer goi ng 
to deduct $120 each from the budget for 
the 2,000 bags. Instead they would be sup
plied without charge and the commanding 
general had insisted that it would be pru
dent to go that route instead of spending 
cash on the Wiggy product. 

One has to wonder whether internal pol
itics may have played a role in any of this . 
It turned out that tests conducted in Alaska 
with some of the 2,000 supplied bags were 
pivotal in the Army 's validation of the 
Natick/ Material Command des ign and 
manufacturing specifications. That accep
tance paved the way for the Army spending 
up to $100 million on the low-bid contrac
tor Polar Guard-type ECWSS bags. 

According to Wiggy, the ECWSS bags 
actually tested did not keep the troops 
warm in January/February temperatures in 
Alaska even though they had the extra pro
tection of tents. According to Neil Smed
stad, the clothing team leader at Natick 
Labs, the ECWSS bags performed as they 
should have and kept the troops warm. 

When We Want Your Opinion ... 
_g -How did Natick find out that :; 
~ the Army ECWSS kept the troops 
2 warm? "We have established pros 
8 cedures for reporting that informa-

tion," said Smedstad. Did those 
procedures include talking to the 
guys who actually used the bags? 
Wiggy says he talked to some of 
the officers who actually partici
pated in the tests , including the 
officer who collected the data from 
the platoons. Imagine that. 
According to Wiggy, the Army
supplied ECWSS bags failed to 
keep the troops warm inside tents 
when the ambient ai r temperature 
ranged between - I 0° below to 30° 
F above. 

One of the major difficulties 
encountered during the tests , 
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according to Wiggy, was that all of the 
ECWSS had condensation problems. 
Un less the sleeping bag insulation allows 
perspiration moisture to pass th rough, the 
water accumulates and the sleeper gets wet. 
Sleepers awoke in the morning and found 
the ECWSS bags frozen to .the ground . 

The efficiency of Gore-Tex is another mat
ter about which Wiggy's findings seem to con
tradict those of Natick. Gore-Tex, as everyone 
knows, is the miracle fabric of expensive 
mountain climbing and fashionable outdoor 
wear that is supposed to allow moisture to 
escape while keeping the rain out. Wiggy says 
that Gore-Tex and other similar laminates 
simply do not perform as advertised. 

The Army, due to Natick's recommen
dations, has heavily invested in Gore-Tex 
c lothing and sleep ing bag covers. 
Nonetheless, a number of knowledgeable 
users agree with Wiggy, and the author 's 
experience with the standard-i ss ue 
ECWS Gore-Tex parka supports 
Wiggy's contention. The ECWS 
parka is great for blocki ng wind 
but in the islands of southeast 
Alaska it ra ins all of the time. 
Even the most ex pensive Gore
Tex becomes unco mfortably 
saturated in minutes. 

Even Natick's Neil Smedstad, 
who insists that Gore-Tex is great 
stuff, acknowledges that it is tough 
to keep the troops dry in a wet cli
mate. Smedstad does say, however, 
that the Gore-Tex bivy bags are effec
tive and state of the art. In fact, all 
branches of the military have been buying a 
lot of them recentl y. In July 1996, the 
Mari nes sent out a proposal for bids for a 
rninimw11 of60,000 Gore-Tex bivy bags with 
a potential maximum of 900,000. I.n January 
1998, the Army awarded a contract for the 
production of 300,000 Gore-Tex bivy bags 
fo r use in connection with the ECWSS bags. 

At a cost of $130 per bivy bag, the 
USMC cont ract is potentially worth 
between $7.8 million and $ 1.2 billion, while 
the Army award is worth about $39 million. 

Wiggy says this is a great waste of money 
because not only does the Gore-Tex fa il to 
keep the rain off, it also fails to allow mois
ture to escape, thereby causing it to accumu
late between the sleeping bag and the bi vy 
bag cover. Natick's Smedstad disagrees. 

Obviously, an independent evaluation is 
called for here. Wiggy sells a competing 
product and if Natick did not stand behind 
the technical validation of about $ 1.5 billion 
in Gore-Tex bi vy bag covers, congress might 
investigate what has the outward appear
ances of another procurement boondoggle. 

When It Rains It Pours 
Backpacker magazine, "the magazine of 

wi lderness travel," is a comprehensive guide 
to outdoor equipment. Every year it publish
es an annual gear guide, which contains the 
test repo1ts on thousands of products from 
stoves and boors ro sleeping bags and covers 
that it has actually field-tested. Here is what 
Backpacker said on page l 29 of the March 
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1998 issue: "Gore-Tex. This material is often 
used in bivy sacks, but it's pretty much a 
shell material of the past where sleeping bags 
are concerned. Even Gore doesn' t recom
mend Gore-Tex as a sleeping bag cover any
more, because time has proven this material 
doesn' t allow moisture to escape well 
enough, which causes in ulation to lose loft." 

And what's more, the Navy SEAL teams 
aren' t buying Gore-Tex bivy bags, they a.re 
buying Wiggy's "Single Person Bi vi 
Shelters" to use in connection 
wi th their FfRSS bags, 
and so is the Air 
Force. 

What 
d o e s 

Na-tick's Smedstad have to say about these 
various armed services elements buying 
large amounts of equipment that both Natick 
and the Materi al Command has deemed 
unsuitable for mil.itary use? He says that 
Special Ops guys can do whatever they 
want. And certainly they are doing just that. 

The best way to figure out what works is 
to find out what makes the guy with hi s ass 
in the grass happy. Possibly the very best 
endorsement of Wiggy's gear comes from 
them. The SpecOps troops, the Air Force 
and everyone who seems able to get away 
with it uses Wiggy 's products. Uni ts fro m 
all branches have purchased a total of about 
50,000 sleeping bags from Wiggy. In addi
tion, the Marine Corps, which is issuing the 
Army ECWSS to the troops, has ordered 
200 Wiggy bags fo r use in vacuum-packed 
ejection-seat survival kits, too, and , of 
course, the Coast Guard is usi ng Wiggy's 
Hypothermia bags on rescue boats. Perhaps 
Natick should talk to them. 

WJGGY's contact i1~fo: P.O. Box 2124, 
Dept. SOF, Grand Junction, CO 81502; 
phone: 1-800-748-7 827; email: wiggys@ 
wiggys.com; website: www.wiggys.com 

Author John Hogan is a frequent con
tributor to Soldier Of Fortune magazine, 
and has misspent a great deal of time in 
Alaskan "sunshine. " ~ 

Wiggy's Flexible Temperature Range Sleep 
System has been rejected by Natick Labs, but 
selected for "unofficial" use by U.S. SpecOps, 
in emergency packs, and any GI with a few 
extra dollars and a desire to stay warm. 

Other units, like the 
10th ~peciol forces ond 

various elements of Delto 
were quite unsotisf ied 
with the products of 
the Army Moteriol 

Command ond 
Natick lobs. 
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Maverick Publisher Out of the Army 
And Out in the Open 
by James L. Pate 

S 
teve Ba1Ty chuckled at the thought: news reports in late 
February of anti-communi st de 111onstrators in a Vietnamese 
immi grant co111111unity in Orange County, Cali fo rni a, 
attacking a Vietnamese shopkeeper who proudly hung on 
hi s wall at work a North Vietnamese fl ag and a pi cture of 

Ho Chi Minh . 
"Back in the old days, he' d be lucky to have gotten off with a good 

beating," said Baffy, a retired U.S. Army Special Forces sergeant who 
founded, edits and w1ites The Resister: The Political Wwfare Journal 
of the Special Forces Underground. "More likely someone would 
have torched his shop." 

Possibl y that's why the shopkeeper 's land lord advised his tenant 
to vacate the premi ses, despite a judge's ruling that the First 
Amend111ent right to free speech guaran tees protection of the man's 
pro-co111munist wall-hang ings . The man needed a police escort to 
return to work. An angry 111ob surrounded the storefront, waving 
pl acards that condemned Ho Chi Minh and co111munists as " li ars" 
and " murderers." 

Oejil Vu 
The incident struck a somewhat nostalgic chord with Barry. [t 

was in thi s same cluster of Orange County commLinj ties of 
Vietna111ese i111111igrants, in 1989, that Barry launched his fi rst fo ray 
into po li tical j ournali sm, an Engli sh-language weekly called Asia 
Hand. After 12 years in the Ar111y, a l111 ost all of it as a Green Beret, 
Barry got out in l988 and did a short stin t of pri vate-contract work 
in the Philippines before washing up in southern Cali fo rnia. 

Li ke The Resiste1; Asia Hand was stridently anti-communjst. The 
ai111 was to bolster anti-communist sentiment a111ong the large nu111ber 
of Vietnamese in Orange County, although 111ost didn ' t need to be 
taught to despi se the po litical system that fo rced them to fl ee to U.S. 
shores in the first place. But the communi sts had infil tra ted its 
agents into their midst to influence local po liti cs. 

Barry said the editori al policy at Asia Hand, published in 
Westminster, was "for the express purpose of to rquing out the 
Vietna111ese communists in Orange County, and interfering with 
the ir package-fo rwarding service th rough Air France, which the 
co111111unists were using to send gold, medical supplies and what
have-you back to Vietnam," bypass ing a U.S. trade embargo. 

By 1989, the communists' fo rwarding operation in Cali fo rnia was 
a clecacle-olcl . Vietnamese refugees in Orange County and other 
places in the U.S. were being encouraged to put together "care" boxes 
fo r their families in Vietnam. They would save up and buy gold, med
icine and other commodities and send it home to Vietnam . To facili-
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tate the difficult process of shipping, pro-communist Vietnamese set 
up a forwarding service through Air France. The packages were fl own 
to Thailand, unloaded and transshipped on to Vietnam. 

"As soon as the packages hit Saigon - Ho Chi Minh City - the 
commjes would grab the stuff and rummage through it and pull out all 
the valuables," Barry explained . "It was a scam the communists were 
running. They were encouraging people to send clothing, gold, pre
cious ge111s, so d1ey could steal it. So when the people 's fantilies final
ly got the packages - if they got the packages - there 'd be 1uckel
ancl-clime stuff in there." 

So what made Barry decide to start Asia Hand, which exposed 
the package-pil fering operation ? 

Thomas Paine Rides Again 
"I was out of the Army at the time," Barry said. "I wasn ' t work

ing fo r anyone. If I was working for anyone, it was a Vietnamese 
gentleman named Xu Minh, who ' d been publishing Vietnamese
language newspapers for quite a few years. He was the publisher 
and I was the editor. It was a nominal salary. It was more a labor of 
love, learnjng the craft. 

" It upset the local gendannes considerabl y," he said , laughing 
at the memory. "I couldn ' t walk clown the street without getting 
j acked up by the local cops. They wanted to know what I was up 
to ," a ta ll lanky round-eye with a disarming snule, li ving and 
working in a community of Vietnamese refu gees normall y wary 
of Caucasian strangers . 

"For some unknown reason," BaITy said, eyes twinkling, "about 
once a month, a Vietnamese pro-communist newspaper would get 
torched. We were stirring up trouble, or so they said . You nught say 
we were nurturing grass-roots political activi sm in the Vietnamese 
community against communist sympathizers. Which was a curious 
development, because we were an E ngli sh-language newspaper, 
instead of a Vietnamese-language newspaper, but in a Vietnamese 
ne ighborhood. 

"It was fun ," said Barry, breaking into laughter again . "There 
were several communist newspapers that got torched - not as a 
result of Asia Hand, of course. It was just a curious development ... 
I had no knowledge of that stuff. If I did have knowledge, of course 
I would have to ld." 

It's hard to tell if Barry is joking, but it wouldn ' t be the first time. 
As a plebe at West Point in l973 , he saw a classmate cheating. 
Tak ing his pledge to uphold the Honor Code very seriously, Barry 
said he didn ' t see that he had any choice. He reported the other cadet 
for an Honor Code violation. It was a tough lesson for Bany 
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"From that point on," he said, "I was an outcast" among hi s 
peers. He recalled that no one spoke to him fo r six months, other 
than as required in the conduct of official duties , procedw-es or cer
emonies. 

But when a major cheating scandal erupted at West Point in 
1975, being an outs ider served Barry well. 

"I was not involved in that," Barry explained. "My classmates 
didn ' t trust me." 

Not that anyone mi ght have suspected Barry of cheating. He 
was di scharged fo r poor academic performance in February 1976. 

"I fo ught it tooth and nail ," said Barry, who characterized hi s 
dismissal as less because of grades than hi s intense philosophical 
differences with his insu·uctors. Ba1Ty fai led two courses, econom
ics and consti tuti onal law - somewhat ironi c, because between 
these two very subj ects runs the ax is on which most of the political 
and philosophical themes revo lve in The Resister: 

Re-Up For Another Hitch 
After his di scharge from the Army in February 1976, Barry went 

to Cleveland and got a job in a tool-and-die fac tory. 
Ever the maverick, Barry rejected shop 
pressure to j oin a collective-bargaining 
group and , instead, "I was heav ily 
engaged in anti-union activities." 

But Barry soon got bored 
and decided to join the 
Army again. He enlist
ed in Cleveland in 
June 1976, and 
after two-and
a-half years at 
West Point, 
boot camp was 
a bit of a cake
walk. He went on 
to advanced infan
try training, where 
he convinced hi s 
company commander to 
let him take the gradua
tion test. He was in and out 
of AIT in two weeks. He went 
on to Airborne School (he ' d been 
to Ranger School as a West Point cadet) 
and then to the Special Warfare Training Group, 
and he was quali fied for Special Forces in 1977. 

Barry recall s the selection process for Special Forces as particu
larly rigorous. Phase I of the Q-course, he said, turned out to be a 
pilot course for the then-fledgling Delta Group. He was cross
trai ned in weapons and operations and inte lligence, but his special
ty was as a sn iper, which is still a passion. He served in 5th SFGA 
from 1977-83; and as an instructor in the Special Warfare Center 
from 1983-85. It was then, after 12 years of serv ice, that Barry 
agai n parted ways with the Anny. 

Barry was in the middle of designing and implementing what 
remains the core training program for long-range target interdiction 
in Army Special Forces when he got orders to attend the Army's 
advanced NCO school. 

"Rather than turn over the important work that I was doing on 
the sniper cour e to some ' mouth breather ' who 'd fuck it all up," 
Barry said, "I turned clown my orders and fini shed my work design
ing the course. Then I had to go." 

Free Lance 
ln the latter half of hi s fo ur-year hiatus fro m acti ve duty, BaJTy 

engaged in "some contract work," which he di smissed wi th a laugh 
and a joke. He did confirm that he worked in the Philippines in 
1988, when Manila was a hotbed of political intri gue and, in die two 
years culminating in the assass ination of U.S. Special Forces 
Colonel Nick Rowe, teITotism and murder were rampant. 

The pro-communist New People's Army were running guerrill a 
assass ination teams in Mani la known as the "Sparrows." The 
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Manila Police Department responded with ex officio groups of their 
own, most notably the "Eagles," teams of covert operatives who 
would hunt down NPA operatives and kill them. "The Eagles ... 
were out hitting NPA people at the same time NPA people were also 
bitting government targets," Barry said. "Tit for tat. Pay to play." 

Barry's work d1ere was for "a consortium of private incli vicluals 
concerned about political developments in the Philippines, particu
larly after Marcos left," he explained. 

"Were any of these indi viduals people I might know through my 
long association with Soldier Of Fortune magazine?" I asked. 

Barry bent over in hi s chair and cackled with laughter. 
"Were any of them retired military officers?" I asked. 
"I don' t know," he said, eyes sparkling, erupti ng in laughter 

again. "They were concerned with the current developi ng situation 
in the Philippines and wanted me to do an area assessment." 

And maybe orchestrate some political developments? 
"No, no, I was just there to observe," he said. "Observe and 

report." 
Maybe it's just a coincidence. But not long after Barry anived in 

Manila, Gringo Honason escaped from a prison ship in Manila harbm: 
The Filipino army officer had tried to stage a coup against 

Corazon Aquino and was jai led. He escaped after a 
group of heavily armed men in Zodiac boats 

swooped down on die anchored hulk, 
stormed die ship and spirited 

Honason away. He was 
later pardoned and 
now is a senator. 

"Who were hi s 
liberators?" I asked 

Ban-y. 
"I don't know," 

he said. "They must 
have been some 

friends of his." 
Soon after hi s 

return from the 
Philippines, Barry 

helped found Asia 
Hand. When that 
project ran its 

course, he decided to give 
die Arniy another try. He 

retu rned to active duty at the 

In his editorial office near Fayetteville, North Carolina, Resister Editor 
Steven Barry and Bettina Mccann, of McCann Research Associates, 
confer. (At John P. Zenger Press, they report no sexual harassment, but 
they do grade.) 

end of 1989 , now a part of the 3rd SFG, which sent him on A-team 
assignments all over Africa and the Caribbean. 

It was during thi s peri od that Barry conceived hi s idea for The 
Resis1e1: But it didn't gel until the federal government 's di sas trous 
fiasco in Waco, Texas -a bloody botched operation in which a 
D·aining detachment from the 3rd SFG- ODA 38 1 - played a piv
otal role. Like m11lions of other citizens, Barry was outraged by the 
government's reckless conduct toward civiJjans, and especially by 
the participation of the Army. 

Underground Press 
Barry had a major problem, diough. The political climate in die 

Army had changed drastically under Bill Clinton. While Special 
Forces docb'ine had traditiona lly encouraged exposure to all types 
of political philosophies, under the ersatz. "tolerance" supposedl y 
advocated under the liberal "don ' t ask - don ' t te!J" policies fos
tered by Clinton, the military in genera l, and special operations in 
particul ar, became ironica lly into lerant of The Resister 's make-no
compromise, take-no-prisoners edito1ia l sty le. 

Continued on page 97 
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by John Hogan 
Photos by Robert K. Brown 

Certainly there were elk there on the 
Uncompahgre Plateau . In other hunting 
camps we saw them gutted out and hanging 
from poles with their skins and heads still 
on . Some of us had even had a fleeting 
glimpse of them crashing through the pines. 
But, although we regularly fi elded between 
six and 18 over-equipped hunters every 
year, no one from the Soldier Of Fortune 
T&E Camp had ever harvested a single elk. 
We blamed it on the weather, on hunting 
pressures, on the Democrats and a few other 
things, but none of the reasons made the 
stew pot any less empty. 

The awful truth was that despite a sizable 
annual investment in hunting licenses, tons 
of food and the very latest hunting gear, the 
only game anyone from our camp managed 
to bag in three years was a single blue 
grouse who lost his head as a consequence 
of Steve Schreiner 's quick work with a 
Model 66 Smith & Wesson . After three con
secutive years on the Uncompahgre Plateau, 
SOF publisher Robert K. Brown decided to 
move the annual hunting camp. 

He picked an area south and east of 
Gunnison, Colorado. It so happened that a 
friend of a friend owned a large ranch that 
butts up against Sawtooth Mountain in the 
Gunnison National Forest. That turned out 
to be quite fortunate for us al l. If you ask 
around in wildlife circles you ' ll probably 
find that the area around Sawtooth 
Mountain is well known as some of the very 
best elk habitat on the planet. 

One of the reasons is the fact that south
western Colorado is less inhabited than the 
rest of the state. Seven or eight big ranches, 
some Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
property and the national forest occupy hun
dreds of square miles. There are no over
built boutique ski areas like Vai l and Aspen 
that have despoiled major parts of Colorado 
by driving up land prices and attracti ng glit
tering weirdoes spawned in places like 
Ca lifornia , New York City and the Middle 
East. Elk seem to prefer being in close prox
imity to beef cattle instead of skiers. Puzzle 
that one a while. 

The cowboy Way 
Wade Collins has simi lar tastes , he 

prefers both elk and cows to skiers, land 
developers and most other things and peo
ple that have to do with cities. Wade is the 
real thing, a genuine bonafide, gun-packing, 
horse-mounted cowboy. He' s been a cow
boy all his life. He and his wife own and 
operate a 2,000 acre working cattle ranch 
located about half way between Gunnison 

SOFTukes Tue High Ground And Tue Elk 
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and Saguache, with another 18,000 acres 
leased from the feds . 

The Coll ins family agreed to let Brown 
and some of hi miscreant friends take over 
one of the cabins on the property. Compared 
to the usual SOF hunting accommodations, 
the Collins' ranch cabins were like the 
Concierge Floor at the Marriot. Although 
we weren't softened by the excesses of run
ning water, the bunks were U.S. issue and 
the outhouse did have a thick piece of car
pet nailed to the seat. 

The ranch buildings, including the cabin 
building we inhabited, are part of the old 
town of Cochetopa. It was built around 
1885 as a stage stop on one of the more 
well-traveled overland routes. It must have 
been fa irly prosperous because a medical 
doctor was a resident of the town for a time 
in 1895. The Collins family has a copy of 
the doctor 's journal, written in the fine 
Palmer method penmanship of the time. It 
seems that although the area was alive with 
bandits , occasionally hostile Ute Indians 
and other hazards, much of the doctor 's 
recorded profess ional time was spent treat
ing cases of syphil is . 

Cochetopa is Ute for "buffa lo springs. " 
Evidence of Ute Indian presence is found all 
over the property, mostly in the form of fl int 
arrow heads. A few miles above the ranch 
an old one-room sheepherders cabin still 
di spl ays bullet ho les from a shootout 
between the occupants and Indians. Hunti ng 
in one form or another has been going on in 
that area for a very long time. 

Before we began hunting, however, it 
was necessary to check the rifles Brown and 
I would be using. Bob chose hi s Steyr SSG 
topped with a Tasco scope. It is a .308 cal-

iber, Austrian made, bolt action , sniper rifle. 
ln addition to being among the first factory 
produced synthetic stocked sniper rifles, the 
Steyr has three fair ly interesting characteris
tics. First, the locking lugs are on the bolt's 
rear. Second, the batTel is hammer forged 
around a mandre l and third, it fea tures a 
very nicely done twin set trigger. That setup 
allows the shooter to e ither use the front 
trigger in a conventional manner or to use 
the rear most trigger to set the front for a 
hair- light touch off. 

Using Birchwood Casey Visible Impact 
targets at LOO yards, Bob's SSG was zeroed 
to shoot 3 inches high using 180-grain bul
lets. Brown 's ammo for the hunt, in fact, for 
all three of the .308 calibers on the hunt 
was loaded with a new hunting bullet from 
North Fork Technologies , Glen Rock, 
Wyoming. Engineer Bob Fulton, the origi
nator of the famous Hawk line of hunting 
bu ll ets , helped design the North Fork 
Technologies bullet line. The des ign is a 
"soft" bullet intended to balance adequate 
ex pansion with dependable penetration on 
game animals. 

For my part, I chose a .375 H&H 
Magnum. I believe in that caliber for hunt
ing any kind of meat bigger than a ground
hog and smaller than a cape buffalo. The 
rifle was Ruger 's M77RSM Safari model, 
featuring a nicely figured walnut stock, 
quarter rib with folding leaf sights, and a 
l.5x4 Nikon scope in Ruger rings. 

Using factory Winchester 270-grain 
ammunition , r zeroed the weapon to group 2 
inches high at 100 yards. After weav ing my 
arm into the properly adjusted Turner 
Saddlery sling, I fired 10 more rounds from 
the standi ng position. The barrel-heavy 

(opposite) Wade Collins is the real thing, a genuine bonafide, gun-packing, horse-mounted cow
boy. Atop his organic four-by-four, he is carrying a Ruger M77RP synthetic stocked stainless .338 
Winchester Magnum with a Leupold scope, Bushnell Yardage Pro 800 laser-range finder and 
Bausch & Lomb el ite binoculars. (above) Matt Flaherty (right) used an Armalite AR 10T and Steve 
Schreiner (left) was armed with a Springfield Armory M1 A scoped with a Leatherwood ART. 
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Ruger proved to be remarkably easy to hold 
on target in the off-hand position. 

Elk Up High 
Unfortunately, Bob, Steve Screiner and 

Matt Flaherty were delayed a few days. 
Fortunately, Wade Collins had not gotten 
his elk so the two of us loaded into his pick
up truck to go up the mountain for a look. 
One of the first th ings I noticed was that the 
front seat was full of guns. Wade carries 
three rifles and two pistols: a Ruger M77RP 
synthetic stocked stainless .338 Winchester 
Magnum, the same model in .30-06, and a 
wood stocked Remington .22-250, as well 
as a Ruger .22 Magnum, and .44 Magnum 
pisto l. 

Since the area we were hunting had a 
four-point antler restriction, we had to 
depend heavily on our optics not only to 
locate elk, but also to establi sh whether they 
were legal for harves t. Wade had hi s Bausch 
& Lomb Discoverer spotting scope mount
ed on a Bushnell car window mount. Rather 
than di smount and setup a n·ipod or attempt 
to steady a spotti ng scope on an unlike ly 
surface, he simply ro lled down the window 
and quickly positioned the whole setup 
from the comfort of the driver 's seat. 

After several hours of scanning we saw 
little more than spectacul ar scenery. But 
Wade knew that several hundred e lk were 
hiding somewhere nearby. Hunter pressure 
in the national forest on both sides of hi s 
property, combined with steady snow fal l 
1,000 feet above us had no doubt forced the 
elk into the aspen d1ickets. 

Two days into the season, I went up the 
mountain by myself. Shortly after sun-up a 
single e lk crossed the road about I ,000 
yards ahead and then disappeared around 
the base of a small hill. I thought I'd get 
above the e lk and flush it out into the open 
for a shot. Everything was going as planned 
until another hunter came driving up the 
road and spooked my elk before I was close 
enough for a shot. As it ran across a large 
open space I noticed through my binoculars 
that it had antlers, but the were atypical -
one long brow tine on one side and five or 
six smaller poi nts on the other side. Under a 
peculiar variation of Colorado law, if one 
brow time measured at least 5 inches it 
would be legal under the four-point rule. In 
any event, I did not get a shot. 

The next morning I was out on the 
mountain again about daybreak. This time I 
spotted eight e lk and got excited about it 
unti l my binoculars focused on the reality 
that none of them had headgear. 

About three hours later, at mid-morning, 
I was atop a knoll on BLM land bordering 
Wade's ranch that afforded a good view in 
three d irections. It was about 15 degrees or 
so in the sunshine but I had little choice but 
to sit down and hope for the best. Moving 
around would like ly produce little more 
than sore feet. 

After glassing the va lley below fo r a 
couple of hours, I heard something moving 
above the tree line across the va ll ey. 
Focusing in, I spotted elk moving among 
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the trees - a he ll of a lot of elk. While I was 
wasting my time glass ing the open va lley, 
an entire herd of perhaps a hundred or so 
had passed in front of me completely unde
tec red in the trees. 

I watched intently as e lk after e lk crest
ed the ridge and di sappeared down the fa r 
s lope. A number of them had antlers, some 
even had lots of ant lers, but they were 
moving too quickly for me to do anything 
about it. 

Just as I ruled out walking down into the 
valley to set up a blocking posi tion, a shot 
resounded from the far ridge in the vici nity 
of where the elk had gone. Soon after, a few 
elk came back over the ridgeline. First a few 
cows and then several bulls. One bull stood 
fo r a long time looking back in the direction 
of the shot. 

Hunting Or Sniping? 
I lowered the binoculars and raised my 

rifle. It was a 1,000 yards or better, but the 
wind had given way to a dead ca lm. I knew 
that if I could just get steady enough ... But 
reality set in. I'm not Carlos Hathcock and 
thi s was hunting, not sn iping. I wou ldn ' t 
ri sk any shot over 300 yards. 

Two more shots came from the far side 
of the hill and the bull and hi s friends 
moved off. What l didn ' t know until later 
was that the shots were fired by Wade, who 
mi ssed once and then used two shots from 
hi s Ruger .338 Magnum to take a nice five
by-five bull at a range of about I 50 yards. 

A half-ho ur later fo ur cow e lk emerged 
from the trees and hi ghtailed across the 
open ground about 800 yards up the va ll ey. 
Scanning the treeline fo r movement I saw 
two bulls come out into the o pen. T hey 
were both large and beautiful with plenty 
of antl ers. Best of all , they were moving 
toward me. 

As luck would have it they chose to take 
a dry creek bed up the mountain . Moving in 
a crouch, r got into position. Threading my 
arm through the Turner sling I scoped the 
animals pretty well. They were still moving 
but not quite so quickly. I put the crosshairs 
on the bi ggest one and slipped off the safely. 

At a lime Like that you don ' t think, you 
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act. J don ' t remember pulling the trigger or 
fee ling the recoil , but I heard the telltale 
"slap" of the bullet hitting meat. The big 
bull fe ll to hi s knees. I was shooting for hi s 
heart and if everyth ing worked as it should 
that would be enough. 

Unfortllnately, he got up and began run
rting uphill toward the crest. I fi red again 
and mi ssed, kicking up dirt behind him. 1 
Jed a little more and fired again. There was 
no te lltale puff of dirt that time and the bul
let slappea against him but for some reason 
he didn ' t slow down. Jn fact he was going to 
clear the crest of the hill if I couldn't drop 
him. That was it, I had to concentrate. I put 
more tension on the sling, thought about my 
breathing, placed the crosshairs just above 
hi s horn s and sq ueezed off again . He 
dropped heav ily, like someone had just hit 
him with a s ledgehammer, and that was that. 

Mounting a spotting scope on a Bushnell car window mount allowed hunters to simply roll down 
the window and quickly positioned the whole setup from the comfort of the vehicle. Bob Brown 
(below, on top) chose his Steyr SSG. It is a .308 caliber, Austrian made, bolt action, rifle among 
the first factory produced synthetic stocked sniper weapons. 
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Another bull milled around for a minute 
or two trying to figure out why his buddy 
wasn ' t leadi ng anymore. He trotted by, 
looking directly at me and then he di sap
peared into the aspen thicket. 

While dressing the elk I was able to 
examine the effects of my hits. My first shot 
had hit exactly where I wanted it: straight 
through the heart. But the 270-grain 
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Winchester soft point bullet did not expand; 
the exit hole was about the same size as the 
entry hole. I missed with the second shot, 
but the third shot caught him in the left 
hindquarter. That bullet came completely 
apart on impact, removing a fist-sized crater 
of meat but only causing a surface wound. 
The fourth shot, the one I had taken the 
extra time with, hit him exactly in the neck, 
cli pping hi s spine. 

The next day I went back to the spot and 
took along d1e Bushnell Yardage 800 Pro 
laser-range finder. My first shot was 285 
yards and the final shot was 348. 

camp Followers 
That same night John Mullins came to 

camp. John is a retired Special Forces offi
cer who manufactures the Longbow line of 
frangib le bullets. His pistol bullets and shot
gun slugs are in use by police forces across 
the country and he is supplying frangible 
ammo to d1e U.S. armed services. 

Going out in mid morning armed with a 
Browning BAR chambered in 7mm 
Remington Magnum, John spent all of 45 
minutes hunting before other hunters man
aged to spook several elk that then came 
toward him. "They damn near ran me over," 
he said . At about 50 yards he fired three fas t 
shots at a bul l. ln fact, it was the atypical 
bull that had eluded me two days earlier. 

Since John Mullins and l couldn ' t hunt 

any more, we tried to help the others get 
their elk. We put Brown in a li kely spot on 
severa l occasions but he never got a shot. 
That could n't be blamed on hi s optics 
however. He used a pair of Bausch & 
Lomb exce ll ent l0x28 Elite compact 
binoculars. 

Both Flaherty and Schreiner had a good 
chance at elk. After working for days to get 
in position for a shot at a bull , a group of elk 
was spotted up high in the national forest. 
Schreiner and Flaherty took their time and 
carefu lly moved into range. Unfortunately, 
the elk also moved. By the time d1e pair had 
closed the distance enough to get a shot, the 
elk were standing in a tangle of trees some 
150-200 yards away. 

Flaherty used an Armalite AR LOT and 
Sclu·einer was armed with a Springfield 
Armory M 1 A scoped wid1 a Leatherwood 
ART. Schreiner picked a six-point royal 
bull , "he was so old that he appeared to be 
almost yellow." Unfortunately, fir ing 
through the aspen trees was risky at best. 
Neither was able to connect a shot. And that 
ended our hunt. 

Soldier Of Fortune wants to thank Wade 
Col lins and his wife for their hospitality and 
what is no doubt some of the best elk hunt
ing on the planet. 

John Hogan is a frequent con.tribwor to 
Soldier Of Forn111e magazine. "9( 

, -....... 

Southwestern Colorado is less inhabited than the rest of the 
state. There are no overbuilt boutique ski areas like Vail and 
Aspen that have despoiled major parts of Colorado by driving 
up land prices and attracting glittering weirdoes spawned in 
places like California, New York City and the Middle East. 
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I 
magine an edged weapon so totally 
dominant that it gives a life-saving 
advantage to its user in a confronta
tion involving blades . Imagine also 
that when properly deployed , a 
blade that is invisible to the adver

sary, and stri kes so quickly that human reac
tion time is incapable of rendering a defen
sive response to its action. Imagine a blade 
that strikes wi th such devastating effect that 
a single blow can pennanently incapacitate 
and disable an opponent. In sho1t, imagine a 
fi ghting knife that is unstoppable. 

That knife is here. The Bagwell Hell 's 
Belle is acknowledged by the most serious 
and skilled practitioners of the blade arts as 
the most efficient and effective weapon of its 
type. But there has always been a problem 
with the handmade version from Bagwell 
himself: ava ilability and price. Although 
Bagwell is a full -time bladesmith, and has 
been for over 30 years, demand fo r his work 
far outstrips his personal production capaci
ty. As a result, Bagwell and Ontario Knife 
Company have entered into a collaboration 
of the Bagwell -des igned fi ghting Bowie, 
and not one - but four knives - have been 
brought to market. They are here, they are 
ava ilable now, and they set a standard for 
production fighting knives that has never 
been seen before in thi s, or any other, coun
try. This is how it al l came about. 

In November 1997, Bagwell was a partic
ipant in a Riddle Of Steel event hosted by 
James Keating and Comtech in New 
Orleans. These blade seminars provide the 
best instruction of the advanced blade arts, 
and it is there that one can learn the subtleties 
and nuances of Bowie deployment that make 

THE 

this the dominant fmm of edged weapons 
technique. Conversation at the time was 
focused on the Bagwell Hell 's Belle, when 
someone made the statement to the effect 
that it was a shame diat this kni fe couldn 't be 
manufactured on a commercial basis. As a 
result, Bagwell and Ontario Kni fe Company 
began discussions which resulted in Bagwell 
flying from his home in Louisiana to the 
Ontario manufacturing fac ility in Frank
linvil le, New York, on I March 1998. 

Bagwell and Ontari o pres ident John 
Wy llie both had the same concerns. Each 
wanted to make a landmark knife, some
thing that woul d stand alone at the top of its 
class. After hav ing seen the exqui site Schatt 
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(top to bottom) Ontario's Hell's Belle, original Bagwell hand forged Hell's Belle, Ontario Hell's 
Belle Fortress, Ontario Hell's Belle Stealth, Ontario-Bagwell Gambler's Bowie. The true fighting 
Bowie is a knife that refuses to die, not because of sentiment or nostalgia, but because it is the 
best knife of its kind that the world has ever seen. 

IS 
• 

A Production Blade Worthy Of The Name 
by SOF Staff Photos courtesy Bill Bagwell 
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and Morgan fo lders manufac
tured by the Ontario subs id iary, 
Queen Cutlery, Bagwell knew 
that Ontario had the capability 
to make the Hell 's Belle, but 
the question in his mind was 
would Ontario make the neces
sary commitment to make the 
kni fe properly. 

John Wyllie addressed those 
concerns immediate ly. He said 
that Ontario would duplicate 
exactly the handmade proto
types that Bagwell furnished, 
and assigned plant manager and 
chief engineer Bob Breton to 
d1e project. Breton and Bagwell 
were destined to ultimate ly go 
through four sets of Ontario
made prototypes before the 
final production mode ls were 
realized. 

ments, and I have personally 
tested it for both strength and 
cutting qualities. This is a steel 
that works, and works well." 

When the project began in 
M arch 1998, the target date 
fo r market avai labili ty was the 
SHOT show in Atlan ta, 
Georg ia, in February 1999. 
That goal was accomplished , 
and the Bagwell-O ntario 
Bowie collaboratio n is now a 
reali ty. 

The first Ontario prototypes 
made the ir public debut at the 
Com tech 's He ll 's Canyo n 
Riddle Of Steel in July 1998. 
While these initial models left a 

Bill Bagwell (sans beard) and blade arts instructor Kelly Worden talk about 
the Ontario Hell's Belle at the 1998 SOF Convention. These are the knives 
that ultimately went into production. 

Now that the knives are 
here, what do we have? First, 
there is the Hell 's Belle itself. 
This is a finely balanced, laser -
quick Bowie with a blade 11 
inches in length designed to 
give maximum reach and speed. 
It is carefully focused to provide 
maximum delivery of the back
cut and its variations. The clas
s ic coffin handle and forward 
curved guard work in concert 
with the Spanish notch to pro
vide maximum control of the 

lot to be desired from Bagwell 's perspective, 
they were well-received at the event. 
Bagwell returned home and called Breton to 
see if he wanted the verdict on those proto
types sugar-coated, or did he want it straight? 
Breton wanted it straight, and from there the 
project moved forward quickly and smooth
ly. Breton credits Ontario's Kathy Austin for 
invaluable work on the prototypes, and the 
next public outing of the Ontario Hell 's Belle 
came at the So ldier Of Fortune Convention 
in Las Vegas in September 1998. Except fo r 
some minor changes in the way the beve ls 
were ground and sharpened , the Hell 's Belle 
was ready for production. 

When production began in December 
1998, Ontario president John Wyllie made 
the fo llowing statement: " The historical 
research and design genius of Bill Bagwe ll 
has been brought to light in a production 
environment by the Ontario Kni fe 
Company. Ontario 's proprietary QS ! 3 steel 
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and manufacturing expertise combine to 
deliver the performance that Mr. Bagwell 
intended in his original hand-crafted mas
terpiece. We believe these world-class fight
e rs bring fo rth the pre-eminent edged 
weapons design sought by Bowie enthusi
asts for many many years. We are proud to 
team with Mr. Bagwell to bring this Bowie 
series to market." 

Bagwell responded: "I am both proud 
and gratified at the commitment Ontario has 
made in making these knives with no pro
d uction compromises. When I wanted some
thing changed, Ontario did not say they 
couldn 't do it. No excuses, and no ifs or 
buts. They just did it, and they did it right. I 
a lso wish to make a point about the use of 
Ontario's QS1 3 steel in these knives. l am 
on record saying that stainless steel does not 
possess the requisite strength and shock 
resistance for combat-quality cutlery. This is 
a stainless steel that meets those require-

Bagwell forges the first prototypes in his shop. 

knife during deployment, coupled with the 
capability o f accomplishing disarms under 
some circumstances. The handle itself is 
made from a resin-impregnated wood lami
nate that has incred ible toughness. T he 
sheath is genuine leather, in the original 
Bagwell configuration with the belt stud that 
allows for a totally concealed carry. Best of 
all is the price. At $275 suggested reta il , it is 
a genuine bargain. 

The next two knives are actua lly the 
same kni fe, each fi nished somewhat d iffer
ently. These fighting Bowies are exactly 
drnt - fine ly tuned implements designed 
fo r edged-weapons combat. T hey are not 
camp knives, and they are not intended for 
use in opening car doors or 55-gallon 
drums. They are designed to allow the user 
to engage another edged weapon - and 

Continued on page 82 
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ELECTRIC LOCK PICK 

Most elec
tric lock pick ads 
are grossly exagger
ated - and most electric 
lock picks are grossly overpriced. 
Enter the E 1 OOHO by South Ord. Ma
chiped aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt 
motor combine with precision, durability and fac
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry. In
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment 
wrenches. E100HO (ass<llT'iied) . $179.95 

AUTO 
WEDGIE 

For police officers, repo 
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair 

E100HO Kit· $99.95 

shops, car dealers, and anyone who 
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly 
call "The Auto Wedgie' , is about all you'll ever need. 
Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools, 
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This "wonder 
tool', by SouthOrd, opens.just about every car, van, and small 
truck on the road-even the new models that are immune to a 
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true-but buy 
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a 
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles. 
SJW-3 $79.95 

SAP 
GLOVES 

I love these gloves-used 
them for years! They're great protec-
tion when climbing fences during a foot 
pursuit, just riding your 'cycle , or protect
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face 
into them' Each glove ha5 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in 
the knuckle area. Discreet protection. State size when ordering. 
0-100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. 0-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr. 

BRASS 
KNUCKS 

A blast from the past' These "1928" knuckle dusters take us 
back to the days of prohibition, black sedans, and "Tommy" guns. 
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those 
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that 
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for 
their Harteys! 
KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair 
KNA (aluminum) $8.00 each; $14.50 per pair 

SOUTHORD ~ 
RECON FIGHTER ~ 
Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that's built like a Hummer, 
we've got one for ya' This beauty is heavy-and heavy duty. All 
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles. The 
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers-it's 
rugged, reliable, and it won't let me down! Believe it-once you 
buy one of these "picks', you'll never let it go! Comes complete 
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches. 
KN-2n $29.95 

~SOUTHERN 
~ORDNANCE 
TliE SOUTliERN ORDNANCE CATALOG- loaded with hard to find items 
- Locksmith Tools, Pellet Rimes, Crossbows. Sw~chblades , Transmitters. 
Bug Detectors, Books, and Videos, Boxing Equipment Police Supplies and 
Much, Much, Much More' Only $5.00 or FREE with any order. 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD. AM ERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

WARNING: Check Slate and Local l aws. Must be 18 years or older to order. 

www.southord.com 
e-mai l: ulu@southord .com 

P.O. Box 279 • Babson Parl<, Fl33827 

CALL: (941) 638-2499 •FAX (941) 638-2486 
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Sodom, Gomorrah & Kabul 
Continued from page 65 

en up the oppos1t1on all iance in Mazar-i
Sharif. The hegemony of the Uzbeks in the 
north was over, and the ba lance of power 
had now shifted very much in favor of the 
minority Shia fac ti ons. 

Rule of Shoora-i-Tataham 
A new ruling body was established in 

Mazar called the Shoora-i-Tafaham (literal
ly, "Council of Understanding") which was 
comprised of representatives from Dostam, 
three Shia fac tions, Jami at-i -Is lami and 
Hezb-i-lslami . Wahdat dominated this shoo
ra and the running of Mazar, including the 
telev ision station, which "once in a while 
voiced criticism of Dostam," according to a 
local in fo rmant. 

From Kabul the Taliban voiced criticism 
of Iran, charging that this predominantly 
Shia neighbor was supplying Wahdat with 
huge supplies of arms and ammuniti on. The 
Tali ban warned of retaliation if Tehran d id 
not cease its support fo r Wahdat. "The grave 
consequences of such interference and the 
further bloodshed will rest with the Iranian 
authori ties," the Taliban stated. This proved 
to be no empty threat. 

In mid-October, when Mazar was rela
tive ly peaceful , Malik reappeared out of the 
blue, declaring he had "no diffe rences" with 
Dostam. However, the two ri vals did not 
meet face to face, and Mali k's rapproche
ment with Dostarn was entirely rhetorical, 
and short-lived. 

Dostam returned to Sheberghan, where 
he had his strongest fo llowing. In early 
November, he rekindled his feud with his 
Uzbek rival and fonner subordinate Malik, 
based across the border in Faryab province. 
Fighting centered on contro l of two distTict 
centers in northern Faryab, Andkhoi and 
Daulatabad, both of which were connected 
by road direct to Sheberghan. Malik's half
brothers Gui Mohammad Pahlawan and 
Zama n Pahlawan, who were in command, 
reportedly refused enticements by Dostarn to 
defect, and a bitter divisive struggle fol
lowed. The title pah/awan is an honorific that 
literally means "wrestler." Colloquially the 
word is also taken as "hero," and apart from 
sportsmen it is only appended to the names 
of powe1ful and influential personali ties. 

Masood's loose Cannon 
The Taliban were no doubt well pleased 

by this development, whereas fo r Masood 
it was like having a couple of loose cannon 
on the deck. Unconfirmed reports by local 
info rmants spoke of Masood 's unsuccessful 
attempts at quelling thi s internec ine blood
letting. A buffer fo rce of several hundred 
Tajiks under commander Fahim (formerly 
head of National Security in Kabul ) was 
reportedl y sent to the Jawzjan-Faryab front 
lines, but Dostam was in no mood for rec
oncili ation. 

Eventually the might of Dostam pre-

vailed over the fo rces of Mali k, which fe ll 
back toward the Faryab prov incia l capital 
of Maimana. On 23 November 1997, from 
a post outside Maimana, Mal ik and his 
brothers deserted the ir men and fled by 
he licopter to neighboring Turkmeni stan , 
from where they escaped to Iran. "They 
were just paper pahl awans!" scoffed a con
temptuous Afghan. 

Dostam had now reclaimed most of the 
wes tern terri to ry of hi s former fi e fdom. But 
his dri ve against Malik wasn ' t over. With 
d1e battlefi e ld success behind him , he went 
on the dipl omatic offensive, fingeri ng 
Mali k as the perpetrator of a mass murder. 
In December, the UN sent its special human 
rights envoy, the Korean Dr. Choong-Hyun 
Paik, to northern Afghanistan to investigate 
Dos tam 's allegations that Malik was 
responsible fo r the slaughter of some 2,000 
Taliban pri soners captured in their fa iled 
May offensive. 

Murder, Rape and Robbery 
There was mass murder all r ight (along 

wid1 rape and robbery) , but the UN was 
re luctant to point the finger of blame at any 
one faction, saying "rampant slaughter was 
commi tted by both sides in the conflict," 
according to one press report. It seemed that 
while it was true that Taliban had been mas
sacred in large numbers during Malik 's rule, 
the re lig ious militia were responsible fo r the 
"ethnic-cleansing" of Shia Muslim Hazaras 
as we ll as Uzbeks. 

"It appears that everybody was butcher
ing everybody up there," a UN official was 
quoted anonymously in one fo reign news 
report. 

The UN team visited va1ious mass grave 
sites, some in the desert near Hairaton and 
some in underground wells near Mazar-i
Shari f. Discovered in the sand dunes were 
many skeletal corpses, some of which were 
only parti ally covered, their grotesq uely 
desiccated hands and fee t protr uding from 
under the ground like vain appeals for 
mercy. The number of bodies fou nd with 
their arms firmly bound behind d1eir backs 
seemed compelling evidence to d1e investi
gators that they had been executed. In nine 
partia lly exhumed wells, the UN fo und 
many skulls, some wrapped in turbans typi
cal of Taliban fi ghters. 

The UN investigators said it was possi
ble some of the (Taliban) victims had been 
thrown into the wells while still alive. There 
was evidence that grenades had been tossed 
into the wells to fini sh these prisoners off. 
Some of those trapped underground were 
also raked wid1 machine-gun fire, the inves
tigators said . 

Who's the Butcher? 
Naturally, both Mali k and the Tali ban 

denied any ro le in the massacre of civ ilians 
or enemy pri soners of war. The issue of 
pri soners had' long since been a thorny issue 
between d1e two s.ides, and a stumbling 
block to the UN 's foundering peace plan for 
Afghani stan. Back in Jul y the re lig ious 
movement had expressed concern over the 
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fate of more than 700 of their 
men captured in their first fai led 
offensive when Malik reported 
that a large number of them had 
been killed in a Taliban air raid 
on Maimana. Among the wound
ed were said to be at least two 
high-ranking Muslim movement 
officials - former Taliban for
eign mini ster Mullah 
Mohammad Ghaus and the 
Taliban Civil Aviation Minister 
Maulavi Mohammad Mansour. 

Kabul, but there was no united 
front to take the war to the 
Taliban 's doorstep. So much 
potential but so little trust and 
cooperation. Morale was low, and 
this too compromised the defense 
of the north. 

Malik said 60 Afghan and 50 
Pakistani Taliban prisoners had 
been killed when Maimana jail 
was bombed by Taliban jets fly
ing out of Kabul. This claim was 
refuted by the Taliban, who 
accused Malik of mass murder. 

Thus, in August 1998, when 
the Tal iban had their third go at 
Mazar- i-Shari f, they finally 
achieved the ir vic tory. Mazar 
was captured. Wahdat's Bamian 
also fell and the Taliban made 
advances into Masood 's tradi
tional territory in northeast 
Afghanistan, but he held onto his 
heartland, the Panjshir Valley, 
and rallied for the counter-attack. 
Once again Dostam fled the 

Taliban, wearing the rubber sandals that are typical part of their attire, 
loads a PKM GPMG belt with fresh ammunition on front line north of 
Kabul. country and once again there 

were brutal reprisals in Mazar. The re ligious 
militants began a ruthless ritual slaughter of 
the capital 's Shia population ... and mur
dered e ight Iranian diplomats and one 
Iranian journalist sheltering in the Iranian 
consulate. 

"We feel the raid was staged by General 
Malik's forces to eliminate Taliban in his 
captivity," stated a spokesman in Pakistan. 

By the end of 1997 there had been rela
tively little change in the balance of power 
in northern Afghanistan. Dostam had evict
ed the usurper Malik and the Taliban had 
retreated , although they were still 
entrenched in Kunduz and Baghlan, from 
where they harassed Masood to the east. On 
balance the Taliban were winners. 
Although they had failed in their second 
bid to grab Mazar-i-Sharif, they themselves 
had ·not been driven out of Kunduz, where 

their presence created an embarrass ing, 
annoying and dangerous strategic wedge 
between their rivals, the nominal alliance 
of Tajiks and Uzbeks. 

Bunch of Losers 
"Coalition" was a misnomer for the so

called northern alliance. "A bunch of 
losers!" observed one resident foreign corre
spondent. For many northern commanders, 
loyalty was just a bargaining chip, a com
modity to trade. Honor came cheap, and was 
corrupted by greed and betrayal. Masood 
was holding his own on the plains north of 

The Taliban now control about 80% of 
the country, and Masood is their sole 
remaining opposition. Rabbani 's "govern
ment" still has UN recognition. The strug
gle continues. 

Jake Border is a free lance journalist 
based in Indonesia. ~ 
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Sling and Flashlight 
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The Ultimate Underground 
Storage Unit 

Tornado Shelter 
Security 
Root Cellar 

Y2k 
Wine Cellar 
Survival 

Made of High Impact Polyethylene ... 
This rugged design provides an affordable 
storage complex for the safety and security you 
want. The attachable access ladder provides 
ease of entry and is set at a 15 degree angle. 
The opening (36-48") allows large items to 
pass into the main body. 

The BearDen comes with internal structure and 
shelves. Several options are available. 
Additional units are easily attached to create an 
underground complex as large as you desire. 

L: 114" W: 93" H: 100"" 
stairs project approx: 38" above body 

Weight: 1,000 lbs. (approx.) 

WATER STORAGE TANKS Over 45 models available 
Above Ground • Burial • Hauling 

and more! 
Our water storage tanks a re constructed from the 
finest mate rials by s killed crafts me n. 

Dura ble poly designs make the m virtually 
indestructible. Made out of res ins suitable for 
drinking water. 

Quadel Industries, Inc. 
200 Troy Ave. I P.O. Box 1047 I Coos Bay, OR 97420 

(800) 289-7659 I (541) 269-7351 I fax (541) 269-7300 
Website: http://www.quadel-i-i.com 
E-Mail : q2isales@harborside.com 

Baden K9 Ii Tactical Schools 
Offering both trained dogs and training in: 

+ Anti-terrorist/hostage extraction 

+ Perimeter & crowd control 

+ Surveillance, counter measures 

+ Special ops for mili tary, law enforcement and 
corporate interests 

+ S.A.R. 

International securi ty consultants, extraction teams and corporate advisory 
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groups available for immediate global deploy
ment. Our training personnel are active in the ir 
fi eld in some of the hottest spots in the world. 

U.S.M.C. and I.D.F. speciali sts on-site. We offer 
the most intense and comprehensive training 
courses in the world. 

From the jungles of Cambodia to the streets of 
New York C ity, our dogs have proven the ir 
courage and stability. 

For more information, please contact us at: 

TEL: (905) 562-3095 
FAX: (905) 562-4242 

Email : SOF@badenk9.com 
Visit our Web Site 

www. badenk9 .com 

The Bowie Is Back! 
Continued from page 79 

win. Kni fe fighting is as serious as it gets, 
and in a knife fight there is one rule, and one 
rule only: You must get out of the fight 
a live . These two knives have b lack hand les 
and blades 10.5 inches in length. The fini sh 
on each knife is non-reflective, making it 
utterly impossible for the eye to fo llow or 
even catch its movement. 

The Stealth mode l of the He ll 's Belle is 
all-black. Handle, guard and collar are black. 
The blade has the same black-powder epoxy 
finish that Ontario utilizes on their Spec Plus 
series. This is the superior edged weapon for 
SpecOps and night deployment. The Hell 's 
Belle Stealth retails for $205 with sheath. 

T he second model of the Hell 's Belle 
with a military focus is the Fortress. It, too, 
has a blade I0.5 inches in length and a black 
handle. However, this knife has the blade, 
guard and collar executed in a non-reflective 
silver matte finish. Like the Stealth, The 
FortTess reta ils for $205 , sheath included. 

The fourth and fina l knife in the 
Bagwell-Ontario Bowie collaboration is a 
c lassic traditional coffin-handled Bowie 
such as was used from the period 1839 
through the Civil War and into the Ind ian 
Wars. This Bowie has a 9%-inch blade, tra
ditiona l oval g uard, and brass fittings. 
Called the Gambler 's Bowie, this type of 
kni fe saw duty as a protector and compan
ion from the Ca lifo rnia gold fields to 
Gettysburg and beyond. Small and eminent
ly concealable, yet larger and with more 
reach than one wo uld imagine, the 
Gambler 's Bowie may be the outstand ing 
kni fe bargain of the decade with a retail 
price of only $175, sheath included. 

The Bowie was developed in a time and 
place in American histrny when America was 
truly an active blade culture. It was so effective 
and efficient that in a 30-year-period of use, it 
developed a reputation that has endured and 
survives today, more than 150 years after its 
heyday. Even though the tactics and skills for 
its proper combat deployment were lost for all 
practical purposes, the impact of this knife on 
our culture refused to let it die. 

With the rediscovery of proper Bowie 
technique, advanced blade players now have 
the secret to a system of blade work that is far 
superior to anything seen in well over 100 
years. Our military now has an opportunity 
to train and equip our troops with proper 
edged weaponry and tactics, not the smoke 
and mirror approach of the last 75 years. The 
true fighting Bowie is a knife that refuses to 
die, not because of sentiment or nostalgia, 
but because it is the best kni fe of its kind that 
the world has ever seen. Now, thanks to 
Ontario Knife company, anyone who needs a 
knife in a life-saving circumstance can have, 
and afford, one of the very best. 

For inf ormation on where to find one of 
the Bagwell-Ontario Bowies, contact John 
0' Brien at 1-800-222-5233. ~ 
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High & Hat 
Continued from page 53 

minutes, of a call coming in. 
The biggest recurring operational prob

lem facing the Air Wing, according to 
Mackrory, its commanding officer, is time. 
"If we are to react to a farmer having his 
cattle driven across the border by thieves, 
we need that info now. Tomorrow or the 
next day doesn 't help. It takes a while to 
work through intelligence reports , brief a 
crew, fly out to the area, pick up a trai l and 
then possibly follow it to conclusion. All 
that must be initially done on one tank of 
gas and there is often not the immediate 
possibility of backup," he explained to SOF. 
"Then we have to coordinate some sort of 
support program with our people on the 
ground. The guys are going to need fuel to 
get home again. " He explained that because 
the 105 had an air time of 2 hours and l 5 
minutes with its tanks full, it was essential 
while working in the boondocks to get to 
target and back to a position where a vehi
cle with drums of aviation gas can be 
brought in. In kwaZulu/Natal there are 
some fuel depots, either in regional police 
or the SA National Defense Force bases, but 
the majority are in settled areas. 

"Where we go there sometimes aren' t 
roads. In certain areas you sometimes can
not even get a packhorse through, especial
ly in the rainy season. So without air sup
port, law enforcement would be stymied." 
He added that the 105s did have additional 
fuel tanks available which, fitted back at 
base, provide an extra 2 hours in the air. 

"Also, these machines don't fly forever. 
They need maintenance. Because Durban 
operates with a skeleton staff, most 100-
hour MPis are contracted out to local engi 
neering firms. For the more comprehensive 
1200-hour services, the l05s are flown to 
headquarters in Pretoria, 400 miles away. 

Then we' re down to a single chopper, 
sometimes for weeks. But the work must go 
on," he said. 

An American Swap? 
Considering the huge area covered by 

the South Af1ican Police, it is astoni shing 
that the Police Air Wing (with a total nation
al complement of 110 personnel, including 
35 pilots) has only 10 operational bases; one 
in each major center. Units in the larger cen
ters, such as Johannesburg and Cape Town, 
are more urban-oriented. None are required 
to cover such a vast and diverse region as 
the Durban crews. 

Nor are activities restricted to South 
Africa. During recent floods in 
Mozambique, the kwaZulu/Natal command 
was called upon to rescue victims stranded 
by flood waters and fly in supplies to isolat
ed areas in the adjacent country. 
Mozambique is bankrupt. If Pretoria hadn't 
helped, nobody would have come to their 
aid. The chopper boys have also helped the 
Lesotho government eradicate marijuana 
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plantations in the mountains of the neigh
boring country, but that, some of the men 
felt, was more of a public relations exercise 
to keep Washington's DEA off their backs. 
America keeps a close watch on Africa 's 
drug trade because so much of it is finding 
its way to the United States these days. 

Apart from 14 105s (two were lost in 
crashes), the SAPS Air Wing also has two 
larger BO 117 helicopters as well as eight 
Swiss-built Pilatus PC6s. There are also 
five Hughes 500s (two are used exclusively 
by SAPS drug squads), a VIP Beechjet and 
a single Cessna 402. 

Because the 105s were originall y 
acquired in the ni.id- '80s, the force needs 
needs to be upgraded. In answer to ques
tions, Police Headquarters in Pretoria said 
that while plans for new helicopters were 
being mooted, "a rolling replacement pro
gram wi ll be implemented in 1999." 

Types and numbers are still be decided 
on, a spokesman confided to SOF, but if 
they had the money, a clutch of surplus U.S. 
choppers would be the answer. 

What most of the pilots would like most 
is an exchange program with American 
police officers who do the same sort of work. 
The South Afiican pilots thought it would be 
a valuable exercise for all concerned. 

"We have the experi ence, here in 
Africa," said Dooley. "And it would be 
good for U.S. pilots to spend time with us 
and for us to gain their sort of experience. 
Perhaps there 's a police fo rce in the States 
that would like to do a swap." 

Al J. Venter is a senior SOF correspon
dent residing in Washington state. ~ 

I Was There 
Continued from page 20 

means a form of martial law to follow. 
Returning to the hotel around noon, 

was surprised to see chartered buses lined up 
to transport German touri sts to an alternate 
airport up north. I was told arrangements 
were being made by their nation to evacuate 
their people. The British soon responded 
with a similar program the next day. 

Not wanting to fee l abandoned by my 
country, I placed a call to the American 
Embassy to inquire about possible plans for 
an evacuation of U.S. citizens. However, 
there were none. 

Now, just a few stragglers remained at 
the hotel, until the American ni.ilitary took 
up res idence there. The first to arrive were 
U.S. Navy personnel. When I was detected 
eavesdropping on their conversation during 
breakfas t, I was amazed that, although they 
were obviously gringos, they began speak
ing fluent Spanish in an effort to maintain 
security. However, comprehending Espanol, 
I learned that they were part of a helicopter 
fl ight conti ngent on TDY to fly relief flights 
for the hurricane-ravaged nation. 

The next on the scene were U.S. Army 
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troops dispatched from Panama to fl y relief 
missions as well . 

Much fa nfare was made by the 
Dominican medi a about Spain 's pledge to 
help its fo rmer colony, but the only hefty 
shipments of aid I spotted during my tour 
originated in Los Estados Unidos. 

I'm always amazed at how people every
where hate us but we' re usually the fi rst to 
arri ve in times of cri sis. 

Boredom became the order of the day as 
the curfew imposed curtailed Dominican 
nightli fe . After a week of going to bed earl y, 
I was more than ready to run the gauntlet of 
armed troops in the street, when an angelic 
tax i dri ver called my room to tell me La 
Aguila, a downtown disco that featured 
salsa music, was going to be open despi te 
the curfew. Just before dark, I was standing 
on the curb in front of the hotel with danc
ing shoes, beer money and a 20-something 
salsa dancer decked out in an orange mini 
awaiting our "limo." 

After a delightful night of dancing and 
drin king Presidente beer, we woke our 
snoozing dri ver fo r the return tr ip to our 
hotel. Forgetting about the curfew, we 
turned a corner speeding toward a well-lit 
underpass, when mayhem-minded Domin
ican marines brandishing M-l6s swanned 
over the taxi. I' IL never fo rget the sounds of 
those rifle bolts fl ying fo rward as the 
marines locked and loaded. 

My door was ya nked opened and an 
M- I 6's fl ash suppressor shoved in my face. 
I learned that if there was anything that 
pi ssed these guys off it was an American 
adventurer taki ng it upon himself to vio late 
the ir curfew. All the fancy talking 1 could 
do notwithstanding, it was that cute, petite, 
mini -skirted senorita who was the most 
effecti ve at pleading my case. 

Although we were detained only a few 
moments, time passes slowly with a loaded 
weapon in one's face. But once she convinced 
them that I wasn't a looter and, thus, didn ' t 
deserve to be shot, we were waved on our 
way. I was beginning to like this girl. 

The hun·icane 's death toll continued to 
mount dai ly. One of the most tragic di scov
eries was a nearby school where the pueblo 
residents had taken refuge in the basement. 
When the ri ver overflowed, the basement 
coll apsed, drowning all the occupants. 

[ wondered how this developing nation 
would ever recover from such mass ive dev
astation. In some areas c ivil disobedience 
was on the verge of erupting because of the 
corrupt di stribution (or non-distribution) of 
fo reign aid . 

Wi th the country enduring al most total 
chaos, 1 was destined to spend several more 
weeks running the curfew, confro nting 
armed troops, swilling Presidente and danc
ing salsa with a girl young enough to be my 
daughter - unti l the day the American 
Embassy got its "S ierra" together and 
arranged a fl ight out for stranded (and endan
gered) U.S. citizens. 

This is Frank Bergmaier 's second con
tribution to I Was There. ~ 

, Billy, Bombs and Baghdad 
Continued from page 43 

hundreds of cameras flas hing as the 
bombers took off into the night sky. 

The fu-st-ever B-1 stri ke against an enemy 
target was spearheaded by Colonel Tim 
Bailey, vice commander, 28th Bomb Wing at 
Ellsworth, who serves as second in command 
of one of the largest B- IB wings in the Ai r 
Force, with about 27 aircraft and more than 
3,500 military and civilians members. 

Back in 1985, Bailey was selected to 
become part of the initial cadre to bring the 
B- IB operational. Since then, Bailey has 
served as chief instructor pilot at both Dyess 
and Ellsworth, commander of two opera
tional B- lB squadrons, and most recent! y 
served as commander of the 28th Air 
Expeditionary Group during Opera ti on 
Desert Fox . 

lf you had asked him in mi d-November, 
when the 28th AEG arri ved in Southwest 
Asia, if combining two uni ts like the 37th 
and 9th Bomb Squadron s would work, 
Bailey would have said no. 

"I had some concerns about going into 
combat on short notice with fo lks I was not 
famili ar with," said Bailey, who has served 
in leadership rol es at both Dyess and 
El.l sworth . If he had taken fo lks from 
Ell sworth it would have been a known 
quantity to him as vice commander of the 
28th Bomb Wing, but as it turned out, " It 
was almost a seamless trans ition." 

Bone's First Blood 
After languishing fo r years in the backwa

ters of the Cold War, the B-1 bomber has 
finally come in from the cold, and become the 
hottest item in the U.S. arsenal. A source 
close to the Joint Chiefs of Staff told SOF, 
"You' re going to see the B-1 play an increas
ing role in future conflicts like the one unfold
ing in Iraq." The source, who did not want to 
be identified, said, "We can' t keep hurling 
Tomahawks at the Iraqis at the rate we're 
throwing them. They' re too expensive." 

A cruise missile with a 1,000-pound 
warhead costs about $1 million . A JDAM 
packing a similar punch only costs about 
$ 17,000. The cruise missile is more accu
rate. But the JDAM can impact with in 15 
meters of its aim point, and the JD AM is 
also a deep penetrating weapon. So you 
give up a few meters of accuracy. But you 
save a bundle of cash. 

Defense experts tell SOF it will take the 
U.S. six years to repl ace the number of 
crui se mi ssiles we fired at Iraqi targets dur
ing this last confrontation. At the rate 
we're ex pending crui se mi ss il es, the JCS 
source said, "simple math says you' ve got 
to go to the next best and most economi ca l 
deli very platform, and that, my fr iend, is 
the BONE." 

Dale B. Cooper is a frequent contributor to 
SOF, reporting on the troops as he finds them. 
on the ground, at sea an.din the ail: ~ 
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Combat Weapancraft 
Continued from page 16 

these drill can' t take into consideration is 
that the threat may not be interested in your 
caliber or maybe they haven ' t read about 
the balli stic effectiveness of your cartridge. 
The enclosed "times" reflect the use of a .45 
cali ber Government Model using 230-grain 
hardball deployed from concealed carry 
against mu ltip le threats. These " times" 
don't show that the threat may not respond 
to the fire in a manner we want. There are 
different ti mes, distances, and number of 
shots fired. In an actual fight this informa
tion is just data, not reality. You must shoot, 
hit and fi ght until you win! 

All of these drills were fired with a 
Wilson T hunder Ranch Special government 
model drawn from a Milt Sparks Summer 
Special holster. All drills were started from 

Sc:e1'lari<> # -1 
Ti me against two threats two yards apart 

Distance to threat 

a "real" concealed carry under a coat. There 
was no warm up or practice prior to the 
timing. We got out of bed, got dressed, 
went to the range and started shooting. All 
the shots fired were inside a I 0- inch circle, 
center of mass on an IPSC-style target. It 
was fired as "cold" as possible. In scenario 
four, the three- threat drill , the pistol was 
shot empty then reloaded to fini sh the drill. 
These times may be good or bad , but they 
are what was actually recorded - not 
"padded" to look good for thi s article. In 
compari son to a ll of today's self-pro
claimed "combat masters" these results 
may not seem blindingl y fas t, but many 
things may effect the outcome of a multiple 
threat encoun ter. Shooter surviva l may 
depend on a condi tioned aggress ive 
response that is programmed to expect non
responding threats. The shooter 's ski ll in 
shot placement will probably be more 
important than blindi ng speed. 

Shoot good, not fast! ~ 

Shots per target 
one two three 

Three yards 
Five yards 
Seven yards 
Ten yards 

2.20 
3.04 
2.85 
3.34 

Sc:e1'lari<> # 2 

2.45 
3.41 
3.98 
4.29 

2.73 
3.87 
4.32 
4.93 

Time against two threats three yards abreast. Yardage reflects the distance to the first 
threat. Second threat is always three yards farther away. (Example, three-yard threat reflects 
first threat at three yards second threat at six yards etc .) 

Distance to threat 

Three yards: 
Five yards: 
Seven yards: 
Ten yards: 

Shots per target 
one two three 

2.81 
2.76 
2.82 
2.97 

2.98 
3.26 
3.33 
3.89 

3.63 
3.69 
3.94 

Sc:e1'lari<> # 

Distance to threat 

Three yards: 
Five ya rds : 
Seven yards: 
Ten ya rds: 

Shots per target 
one two three 

2.78 
2.71 
3.16 
3.12 

3.30 
3.45 
3.51 
4.22 

3.23 
3.51 
4.30 
4.93 

Sc:e1'lari<> # ~a. 
Time against three threats two yards apart. The first threat is at the distance given, the second 
threat is three yards farther back, and the third threat is 
three yards farther back or six yards from the front target. 

Distance to threat 

Three yards: 
Five yards: 
Seven yards: 
Ten yards: 

Shots per target 
one two three 

3.16 
3.14 
3.57 
3.64 

3.90 
4.1 3 
5.02 
5.02 

7.68 
8.49 
10.35 
8.97 
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The Three-Threat Drill. You can be 
very busy in this kind of fight. 
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Hell's four Jlcres 
l 

Continued from page 39 

when it came to making sure that all of the 
Vinson ' s aircraft both launched and landed 
safely - at least in 99% of the cases. 

During a lull in flight ops we walked out 
on to the flag bridge to watch a CH-46 Sea 
Knight helicopter bringing in a replacement 
engine for a SH-60 Seahawk. A cargo recep
tion team had been assembled aft of the island, 
and while all eyes were on the Sea Knight, no 
one except us saw what happened next. 

Soldier Of Fortune had been told by 
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•High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted cusloms. 

Check out our WEB SITE: 

everyone on board that when you walk out 
on the flight deck "Keep your head on a 
swivel. " In other words, what can go wrong 
will go wrong so don't get lazy and put your 
guard down - keep your eyes open. 

Throwing the strongest prop wash we'd 
ever seen, the wind from the Sea Knight's 
double rotors had - in less than a blink of 
the eye - picked up the incredibly heavy 
damaged engine, which was packed tightly 
in a fiberglass hard-shell mounted on a pal
let, and thrown it off the ship into the Gulf. 

By the time anyone on deck or in the 
primary flight contro l center realized 
what had happened, the damaged engine 
was bobbing in the Vinson ' s wake, nearly 
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half a mile behind us. 
It was a major mistake, one that doesn't 

happen often, but probably cost someone a 
serious headache and possibly a reprimand . 
The Sea Knight was sent out after the lost 
engine, but without the proper equipment 
and someone in the water to attach the 
cables, it was unable to effect a recovery. 

CNN was reporting that U.S. Air Force 
fighters based in Turkey had earlier in the 
day attacked a number of Iraqi radar and 
SAM sites , and had destroyed them with a 
lethal concoction of smart weapons. Once 
more we watched the fuzzy, black-and
white nose cone TV video of yet another 
U.S . smart weapon hitting its target with 
absolute precision. 

In fact, during Operation Desert Fox, 
the four-day-long bombing campa ign 
against Iraq last December, U.S. forces 
launched more than 400 smart weapons 
against Saddam, seriously depleting our 
overall stock at a cost of nearly $1 million 
each. It also rekindled our interest in smart 
weaponry. We had heard that there had 
been marked improvement to the weapons 
since Desert Storm, but we still wanted to 
see for ourselves. 

Although smart weapons of every sort 
hung from nearly every wing and fuselage 
of nearly every fighter and attack aircraft 
on deck, and were readily photographed 
and talked about by any aviation ordnance
man, SOF was given special permission to 
go deep below deck and visit the ship 's 
"bomb factory." 

It's there, about as far below flight deck 
as you can go without getting wet, that SOF 
was able to look at rack upon rack of MK-
82, MK-83 and MK-84 conventional 
unguided bombs (so-called "dumb bombs") 
waiting to be mated with smart laser-guided 
nose cone and tail assemblies. 

The manufacturing of the weapons actu
ally took place in a 30-foot-long by 15-foot
wide room, specially encapsulated in roof, 
floor and wall tiles made of what seemed to 
be Kevlar-like material. In the center of the 
room stood a 10-foot-long stainless steel 
table, covered with rollers to aid along the 
dumb bomb component as it was off-loaded 
from a fork-lift onto the table. Then ord
nancemen took both tail fin and nose cone 
guidance assemblies from room-length stor
age shelves and connected them to the 
dumb bomb. After safety checks were com
pleted, the newly made smart weapon was 
placed upon a caJTiage and wheeled into a 
storage area before being placed on an ele
vator for the trip to the flight deck. 

"All the aircraft scheduled for air ops on a 
particular clay have their ordnance loaded on 
early in the morning," Aviation Ordnanceman 
1st Class William Brown told SOF, as he put 
safety tags on a number of GBU-12 smart 
bombs waiting to be put on the elevator. 

"Every time we go out to sea, we do 
bomb-builds," Brown continued. "So, when 
we get over here for the real deal, everybody 
is ready. They know what their job is." 

Mark H. Milstein is based in Budapest. ~ 
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TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 

12 HR. RECORDER 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is an
swered, records both sides of phone conversa
tion . Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telehone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to V2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V(not Incl.) 
$29.95 +$2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro 
Video, VHF transmitters Surveillance and Counter
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

Call 407-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne.FL 32902 

COD'S OK 

Is used to dramatically increase your 
Testosterone levels up to 50%. 

Higher testosterone means taster, 
easier muscle growth. It could greatly 

enhance your physical appearance 
literally sculpting your own body with 

huge healthy hard muscles. 
If you are not completely satisfied with 
the growth you obtain within 15 days, 

return it for a full refund. 
Get that lean awesome body builder physique 

now with one 2 month cycle for only $19.95 

Accredited home study course. Plumbers 
are in demand nationwide! Learn all about 
plumbing repairs, design, new installations, 
more. Send or call 24 hours a day. 

FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 

Accredited home study. Learn all about lock
smithing: start a great career, or open up your 
own at-home business. Key-making machine 
included. Send or call 24 hours a day. 

FREE LITERATURE: 800-223-4542 

Crime Prevention is a 
Multi-million Dollar Business! 

Larry Anderson OUR DEVICES SELL LIKE CRAZY! 
President 
We carry the best line of security sprays, stun guns, 

perso nal sound alarms, burglar alarms and much more. 
We specialize in offe ring the best security products at 
the very best wholesale prices. 
We can meet or beat an rice on the rnarket. 

,41:~/o Pepper Spr~~s .. 

Fogger ~ 
Key Chain Sprayer 

Retail $22.95 Retail $19.95 
Sam le $6.25 Sam le $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 
Security Plults_ , Security Plus® 
I 00,000 Volt , _ 300,000 Volt 
Straight or · Curved Only 
Curved 
Retail $69.95 ' • Retai l $1 39.95 
Sample $22.25 Sample $45 .95 

Security Plus®l 60,000Volt Bato. ·•d:d& __ 
Retail $1 29.95 J • 1 in;.-
Sample $43.95 _: · _ 

---... CALL OR WRITE TODAY -
• ~are committed to yo11r mccess.'~ 
~ Crime does not wait, will yo11? "ffJJP. 

@ 

::::c:: 

c.... 

L.L.I 

::::c:: 

WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 

LRRP K-9 
SEC URIT Y SER VICES 

Pups and Trained Adults Available 
Brochure $3.00/ Brochure & Video $8.00 

Mo;or Credit Cords Accepted 
Box 1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 

HANDMADE 

KNIVES 
"ARKANSAS KNIFESMITH" 

Excellence since I 970 / 

Designer & Maker 
FIRST BLOOD & RAMBO 

Death wind 
Hunter or Military 

• • 

/ 
/ 

/ 

Death wind 
Hunter or Boot 

Visa & Mastercard - also Lay-away 
2721 S. Arkansas Avenue 

Russellville, AR 72801 
501-968-2011 Fax 501-968-4640 



Check us Out at www.budkww.com 
Toll Free 1·800·877·7140 Ext. SD3 

-~-- - ----------Clip coupon and mail to address below. 

DYES! Please send me the FREE 
64-Page Catalog! 

City State _Zip __ _ 

• 
Worldwide, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2768 •Dept SD3 • Moultrie, GA 31776 

• Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

• Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

• 5 year warranty on ballistics 
• Adjustable ballistic panel carriers •. ;.~. 

*plus shipping & handling 
X-LARGE AND XX-LARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 

All orders must be pre-paid or C.0.D. 
Pre ferred Sh ipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 

I 111!!3: I! d:! ~I: I I ) I i'I:! i j 111 ! I Ii I 
37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 

Livonia, Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 

e ~,. 
,,i/DIJP 11'PIJ1Jk 

I ND U STRIES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1·800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes its list of customers' 
names and addresses avai lab le to carefu lly screened 

companies to send announcements of their 
products and services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mai lings and want 
your name on our subscriber list only, please write 

us, enclosing your mai ling label. 
Address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Attn : Customer Service 

P.O. Box 348 
Mount Morris, IL 61054 

Home study. Make good money in 
an action-packed career. 
Solve crimes, find miss
ing persons, expose 

frauds. Work for attorneys, in
s urers, and celebrities- o r 
start your own business. For 
your free career literature, 
send or call 24 hours a day. 

Call 800-223-4542 

;) 

Personalized 
Safari~ To 

Iott AJrico And 
Southern Afrirn 

Global Adventures 
8762 S. Mourning Dove Lane 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 • USA 
safari@globaladventures.com 
voice/fax: (303) 791-9959 

REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTEHNATIONAL INC 

"ev il empire" 
has not solved 
all of the world's 
prob lems. Th e 
Karens, after a 
40-yea r struggle 
aga inst succes
sive tyrannies in 

Burma, are now refugees in di re stra its in 
Th ail and . The medica l situati on in 
Cambodia is a di saster. The Black Creo les 
on the east coast of N ica ragua are no better 
off. And so on. RRI is trying to help, but we 
need your help. 

M edica l sup
pli es of most 
types are st i 11 
urgentl y need
ed. We ca n't 
handle bul ky 
e quipm e nt , 
items that have 
to be Jocked up or refri gerated . Checks and 
money orders are welcome. None of the 
funds collected go for staff sa laries and hard
ly any to other administrati ve expenses. 

A ll donations are tax deductibl e. Put a pack
ing list w ith name and address of donor w ith 
each package. 

Please send all correspondence and packages 
to: REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL, 
c/o Omega Group, Ltd ., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. 

RRl's new website address is: 
www.refugeerelief.org 

E-mail: info@refugeerelief.org 



Y2K 
COMPLETE LINE OF 

CONCEALABLE VESTS 
(IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT) 

FULL LINE OF 
TACTICAL 
BODY ARMOR 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00for1200 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 
13615 S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 114-i 

Miami, Florida 33176-7252 
Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
FAX: (305) 235-0603 

MEN& WOMEN! 
Train at home for an exciting part 
or lull-lime career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili
tary intelligence specialists. 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of its kind, the 
unique Global School of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

Attorney-instructed home study course. 
Train now for one of America 's fastest grow
ing careers. Free literature: send or call. 

CALL NOW: 800-223-4542 

Address __________ _ 

Cfty/Stote ___ ~------
Zlp ___ Phone(,____,_ ____ _ 

School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LLF171 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky. , Norcross, GA 30092 

Home study. Train for great careers in forestry1 con
servation, wi ldlife, parks, ranges, preserves. Free 
career literature: send or call 24 hours a day. 

CALL Now: 800-223-4542 

CitylStnte ___ ~-~-----
Zlp ___ Phone,_( ---'------
The School of Conservation, Dept. NNF171 

PCDl, 430 Technology, Norcross, GA 30092 

r-------------------------, 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

L-------------------------~ 

City/State/Zip __________ _ 

1. Tribulus 250mg is used to dramatically 
increase your testosterone levels up to 
50% ! Higher testosterone means faster 
easier muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $19.95 

2. Androstenedione 100mg is also 
expected to boost testosterone levels. 
Industry claims testosterone leve ls over 
300% in controlled studies, works great 
with 1-3. 

60 day cycle $23.95 

3. G.H.R.X. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1·2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4. L.S.C. sterol complex is a combined 
formula of the industry's most powerful 
products. Users claim that it enhances 
growth, allows the body to stay pumped 
longer and strips away fat. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

S&K Labs, 2637 E. Atlantic Blvd., Suite 101 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33062 

_ Tribulus 250 mg S19.9S +SS.DO S&H 
_ Androstenedlone 100 mg 60 Capsules S23.9S + $5.00 S&H 
_ G.H.R.X. 60Tabs $21.00 + SS.00 S&H 

4. _ L.S.C. 60 Tabs $19.95 + SS.DO S& H 
__ Special, Buy 3 BoUles get 4th FREE S64.90 + $5.00 S&H 
_ _ Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 
__ lntemaUonal orders add 2S%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 
_ _ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 

Name: 
Address=:~~-----------
City. State, Zip: ------------

Survive with CAV Gear: 
• Survival & Camping Gear 
• Shooting Accessories 
• GORE-TEX3 Outerwear 
• MREs • Blankets 

• Water Purification • First Aid 
• Tools & Knives • Night Vision 
• Uniforms • Boots 
• Body Armor • Flashlights 
• Navigation • Surplus 

For Your FREE 
Full-Color Catalog Call 

1·800·317·94SS 
IFI 

NOW YOU CAN GET... 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
• College Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
• Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Professional" ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
• Police/Mi litary ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID , Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 
• "Do-It-Yourself" ID Kits 
•Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
All-NEW64-PG. BOOK! 

ID BY MAIL 

S24.95 
Cash, Check, Money Order, 

Visa/MC accepled , No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 l!=:~~i:!:::!::!::f:~ 
0 Latest Book Catalog FREE 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v , •; • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram

matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words ; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word ; abbreviations such 
as DI , SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 

address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 

Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn : Classified Dept. , 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5 , Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ; fax: 303-
444-5617; e-mail: barbara@sofmag.com . 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con

sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our pol icy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do any

thing ' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable) . 

FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT SF 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping/- Fast Service! 
How to Get Anything on Anybody* ............ $30 
The Whole Spy Catalog* ............................ $45 
Divorce Tactics for Men .............................. $20 
The Anarchist Cookbook ........................... $30 
Get Even: Complete Book of DirtyTricks$20 
Homemade Guns & Homemade Ammo ... $15 
The Poor Man's James Bond #1*, or #2* .. $30 
Ragnar's Book of Homemade Weapons*. $25 
Shadowing and Surveillance .................... $17 
Privacy, How to Get It, How to Enjoy It. ... $18 
Secrets of a Super Hacker ......................... $20 
Counterfeit l.D. Mc;ide Easy ........................ $16 
The Rip-off Book ... $15 New ID In America ... $17 
The Outlaw's Bible .. $20The Paper Trip 1.$17 
Reborn in The U.S.A .. $16 Armed Defense.$17 
Ditching Your Debts ... $15 l.D. By Mail.... $20 
How to Buy Land Cheap.$15 Silent Death.$17 
WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG EDUCATION BOOKS 
MANY CENSORED TITLES WE CAN'T LIST! 
FAX 1·916-771-4201 FS Catalog ....... $2 

Adults Only! CA Res. Add 7.75% 
Air Mail Delivery Add $3 Per Book (USA), 
Canada Add $5, Europe Add $10, Per Book. 
*DOUBLE THE SHIPPING ON THIS TITLE. 
All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 
$3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 
Customer Service 1-916· 771-4203 

http://www.fsbookco.com 
SERVING YOU SINCE 1985 

ou~~:~ ~EE [31 

I :i1l1J (fj:I "IJ :J ! lq:j i [1]: fi 
THE SOVIET STATES OF AMERICA A 230 
page novel about life in America 55 years after 
private ownership of guns was declared illegal. 
For your copy send $8.99 plus $2 .00 S&H to 
Rhine Publishing , 512 Main Street , Bress ler, PA 
17113. 

92 

1999 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 
ISSUE AD DEADLINE ON SALE DATE 
July 1 April 25 May 

August 5 May 29 June 

September 2 June 27 July 

October 7 July 31 August 

November 4 August 28 September 

December 2 September 26 October 

GET THE MOST 
DANGEROUS BOOK 

IN THE WORLD!! 
The International Underground Directory lists the insider 
sources for • Anonymous bank accounts, credit cards • 
Cheap surveillance gear • Legal second passports • 
Equipment to open locks in under seven seconds, plus 
master keys for cars • Free phone-calls • Self defence 
gadgets • Smart nutrients • Computer viruses that wi ll 
destroy your enemies in seconds • Controversial 
underground/financial magazines, you won't find these 
advertised • A new identity· Speed trap detectors • ID 
papers • Anonymous mobile phones • Discover the 
secrets on computer hacking, banking, credit card & 
ATM scams & other frauds • Network wi th freedom 
minded folk • Find out about insider privacy secrets and 
become free • Plus much, much more ............. . 

"Your directory was a goldmine of essential information. 
I loved it!" Lt. Lawrence Frego, Florida. 

30 DAY NO-RISK MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

Send check, MO, cash for $24.99 including shipping, nor
mally $60.00 made payable to Megastep, 4951 Netarts 
Highway West, Dept. 2134/SS, Tillamook, OR 97141, USA 
SOLD STRICTLY FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY MISUSE MAY BE ILLEGAL. 

ADVANCED SURVIVAL- Shoot Fire From Your 
Hands, Spit And You Got A Fire, 169+ see 
www.angelfire.com/biz2/irisap 

FIFTEEN, BLONDE, BEAUTIFUL, at war with the 
Bolsheviks-historical nove l by Bert Byfield. 
Caravela Books S091, 134 Goodburlet Road, 
Henrietta, NY 14467 http: //users.aol.com/car
avela99 

SHOCKING PLANS! 190+ Publi cations . 
Impossible to find underground info! Hacking , 
revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformationcenter.com 

Meet Faithful Latin Ladies 
USA, Mexico, South America, Asia 

•Tours • Personal Introductions 
1-619-685-5195 24 Hours 

http://www.blbcom.com/Iatins.htm 
Write: Latins Box 1716-SF 

Chula Vista CA 91912 

~~;g !~ '~~! -
- Inventory 

Sale 
SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

• America's # t Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 • 30X46 
• 20YeorWorronty 
•Easy Financing Available 
•Easy Do-It-Yourself Construction 

40X56. 50X116 

• Free 16 Page Brochure $T££!..iili:JST£R,. 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A L.f.GAL I 

~~~~~~ ~~FoNuSEE i~~~~~~~~~~ : 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR : 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 1 

FQB SOME VERY REVEALING INFQRMADON! I 

I QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. SS : 

'-••••••~~2~~l~-~~~o_L~i~~~~~~~~~~!~~ •• ;1 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-year tradi
tion of quality book publishing, promotion, distribu
tion . "Author's Guide to Subsidy Book Publishing" 1-
800-695-9599. 

MEET BEAUTIFUL LATIN WOMEN! Mexico, 
Caribbean , Central and South America . 
Correspondence, videos, romantic tours. FREE 
brochures! TLC Worldwide; Box 924994-SF ; 
Houston, Texas 77292-4994. (713) 896-9224. 
www.tlcworldwide.com. 

FREE NEWSLETTER: Military/CIA operative 
exposes New World Order. Black Helicopters , 
"Extraterrestrials/UFOs". Books/tapes unavailable 
elsewhere on global conspiracies: 1-800-700-4024. 
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REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 
·SAS ·RAF ·BLACK WATCH 
·PARA ·RM ·CAMERONS 

1 /i(i)'"· ~ ·RSDG ·RN •GUARDS etc. 
1\.1 ~ /} 45-Page Illustrated Import Catalog $6.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 37 · Palm Harbor. FL 34683 

DO IT YOURSELF 
FOOD STORAGE 
• MYLAR BAGS 
e BAG SEALERS 
• OXYGEN ABSORBERS 
e DESSICANT BAGS 

e BAYGEN • STARLIGHT 
• ALCO - BRITE • AQUA RAIN 

www.survival-tech.com 
1 - 800 - 445 - 3453 

AK-47 & MAK-90 OWNERS Get the full auto fire 
from your weapon without any modifications or 
cheap screw-on trigger attachments. Full instruc
tional video shows you all you need to know to 
Rock & Roll. Send $29 .95 plus $2 shipping to: 
Jim Souder, 351 Co. Rd . 1467, Cu llman, AL, 
35055 

FREE NEWSLETTER: Mi litary/CIA operative 
exposes New World Order. Black Helicopters, 
"Extraterrestrials/UFOs". Books/tapes unavailable 
elsewhere on global conspiracies: 1-800-700-4024. 

GENTLEMEN'S GUIDE TO EROTIC TRAVEL: 
Videos/books: Meet the beautiful sexy women of 
Southeast Asia, Central and South America. No 
models or actresses. Free Brochures (818) 888-
2021 Edexter1@aol.com. 

MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin 
Press has been described as "the most dangerous 
press in America." Millions of satisfied readers dis
agree. Outrageous and controversial books and 
videos on firearms, exotic weaponry, new identity, 
creative revenge, espionage and investigation , pri
vacy, personal freedom, action careers, and more! 
To order our 80-page catalog describing over 800 
titles, send $2.00 to : Paladin Press, Box 1307-
8AQK, Boulder, CO 80306, (800) 392-2400, e-mail 
service@paladin-press.com. Visit our Web site at 
www.paladin-press.com. 

t/ SOLDlllR 01' l'Oll'fUNE Magazine Binder. 
Holds 12 issues, $12.00 plus $4.00 P&H. VISA/MC 
accepted. No CODs. SOF BINDER, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave, Boulder, CO 80303. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. COL
LECTOR'S ARCHIVES ; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA 

• SOLDIER OF l'Oll'fUNE llUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $1 O for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, co 80303-1340. www .sonIAG.ccm 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, Tactics, 
NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, Box 1237, 
Alpine, TX 79830 

MAY 1999 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

Need NEW ID? 
CREDIT· PRIVACY • 
OUR BOOKS HELP YOU GET: New identity & credit. 
·Jobs in 48 hours. College degrees. ID by mail. 
•Cash income. Private loans. Foreign passports. 
FREE 40 pg. PRIVACY CATALOG: 800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS · Box 8410-HB ·Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

DYSARTS WOLF KENNEL 
MacKENZIE VALLEY 

TIMBERWOLVES 

'-'-------' 

Yi wolf - Yi shep. cubs 
bred for protection, or 
o/.i and up cubs. Have 
a true friend ... own a 
wolf-shepherd . 

Brochure with 20 
photos -- $3.00 

CHARLES DYSART, JR 
BOX 597 Henrietta, NC 28076 
(828) 657-6220 (828) 657-9273 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are t/ and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

COLLECTORS 
BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. 
Regimental insignia and accessori es of elite 
Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops ; Royal 
Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 45-page illus
trated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 37, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34682. 

MILITARY COLLECTIBLES CATALOG 1900 TO 
PRESENT, LEE-JACKSON MILITARIA, P.O. Box 
8663, San Jose, CA 95155. Call 408-295-1136 or 
fax 408-288-6350 (mailing charges: foreign $8.00, 
domestic $5.00) credit cards accepted, U. S. 
Militaria wanted! LJMILITARY@AOL.COM 

VIETNAM WAR INSIGNIA and Uniform List. I 
mail a list of Vietnam War Militaria six times per 
year. Lists are $4.00 each. Insignia are pictured 
so you know what you are buying. I always have 
a nice collection of original patches, insignia, 
books, maps, uniforms, field gear etc. Both U.S. 
and VC/NVA. I also buy singles and collections of 
Vietnam War souveni rs. 100% guarantee from 
me. Buy wi th confidence. BILL BROOKS, P.O. Box 
230832. Montgomery, AL 36123; www.brooksmil 
itaria.com 

CABLE DESCRAMBLER 
KIT- $14.95 

See all the premium and 
pay-per-view channels. 

Why pay hundreds more? 
800-752-1389 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic Devices 
•Spy Pinhole Cameras $12900 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders •Bug and Phone 
Tap Detectors • Locksmithing 

• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 
• Realtime 12 Hour Telephone 

Recording System $13900 
• Vehicle Tracking System • And more ... 

Catalog $5°0 

We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 

SPY OUTLET 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 

(716) 695-8660 I 691-3476 

PHOTO l.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 

High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 

Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 

Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 

Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 

t/ SOLDIEll OF FOJffUNE RUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers, military and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian only. 
$5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $1 O for 
Priority Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave. , Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
306-Page catalog-rush $2.00. Research, 11322 
Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles 90025. TOLL-FREE 
HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or www.research-assis
tance.com 

EMPLOYMENT 
LOW PROFILE JOBS: Some of the most remote 
areas of the United States. Ranches, farms, etc. 
Little or no experience. Good pay, room , board. 
Actual openings. Free information . SASE. Jobs, PO 
Box 62101-317, Houston , TX, 77205 
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entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 
pistol's internal action!! 

"THE PLUG" insta lls or 
removes in a second on 

MODELS 17-19-20-21-22-23-24-25-31-32-34-35 

Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THE U.SA. ORDER NOW AT ONLY 

VISA , MIC, 
AMEX, DISC 

$5.00 plus $ 1.25 shpng/ lmdlng 

(fore ign orders S IO cert. U.S. ) 

call 570-669-7027 (orders only) Mon to Sat 9am-11pm EST 
Or mail check or money order IO: 

O.W.L. ENTERPR ISES, Box 146, Nesquehoning, PA 18240 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 
Publications • Videos 

$3 for details: 
LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

(~llll () tJ111 .. 1l (;I~ 
1•11ss1•(t Il'I1S 

Safeguard your li fe with the very best qua li ty 
Camouflage & Alternative l.D.s available. 

For a FREE information pack contact: 

Quester Press Ltd. , Box #A51, 6-8 High St. , 
Bishops Waltham, Hanis, S032 1AB, UK. 

Tel: +44 1489 890044 Fax : +44 1489 890055 
e-mail: questerpress@compuserve .com 

USA FAXBACK (213) 960 4312 

BOUNTY HUNTER INTERNATIONAL membership 
coin. Engraved with your name. $20.00 ppd. Check 
to: Jack Martin , Box 6081, Venice, Florida, 34292. 

FINANCIAL 
MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the Government 
Finance your business idea. Satisfaction 
Guaranteed. We have the answers! Call Toll Free: 
1-800-226-3601 , Extension BF7770. 

FREE 
FREE COPY! The Select List. Newest issue. 120 
women seeking men! With photos and addresses. 
Cal l 416-763-9066. 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more. Huge dis
counts! Free list. KNIVES PLUS MAIL ORDER, 
(800) 687:6202. 
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INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 

Locate Telephone Number and Addres
ses, Identity Verification, Criminal 
Records Checks, Motor Vehicle 
Reports, Background Checks, Busi
ness Reports , Marriage and Death 
Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
71 8-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 

ASIAN BEAUTIES! 
WORLDWIDE! 

DESIRE PENPALS, ROMANCE, 
MARRIAGE! FREE COLOR 

PHOTO BROCHURE, DETAILS! 

P.l.C., BOX 461873-SF, L.A. CA 90046 
323-650-1994 WEB: www.pacisl.com 

Y2K PRODUCTS 
MRE'S (USG I) with heaters $60/12 

MILLENNIUM BEAN MIXES 
One man month, delicious, nutritionally 
ba lanced in a stackable bucket. Choose 
from Millennium Bean, Pea, Rice, Chili, 
or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 
MOUNTAIN HOUSE $38/12 Meals 
HEATERMEALS $60/12 Meals 
DIETZ KEROSENE LANTERN $30 

Calaloc $2 Surviva l C heck list $5 F ree shippin g 

PON DEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 
6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 

Horseshoe Bend , lclaho 83629 

COMBAT KNIVES, Swords, Daggers and more. 
For a 100 plus page catalog send $5 (refundable 
with first purchase) to: MILLENNIUM FORCE 
CORP. P.O. Box 23520 Oakland Park, Florida, 
33307 

MEDICAL 
MEDICAL KITS/COMPLETE FIELD SURGICAL 
KITS - Medications, Sutures, Trauma Dress ings, 
Skin Staplers, hard to find adventure products. No 
expired surplus, all new medical supplies. BEST 
PRICES. Call for free 48pg catalog. C.A.M.P. 800-
916-2267 

PROTECT YOURSELF against radiation from 
nuclear weapons or nuclear accidents. FDA 
approved pharmaceutical was used at Chernobyl. 
Read the fascinating story. www.anbex.com 

MILITARY EVENTS, 
AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 
e Attention Military, Veterans : SOUllEll OI' 
l'Oll'l'UNE will run a 30-word notice here for 
one month, half price, for any legitimate 
reunion , military base open-house, air show, 
battle re-enactment, firepower demonstration 
or similar military event. Non-commercial 
events only ; standard rate applies to for-profit 
events. WWW.SOHIAG.ccm 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY -- CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford , TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http ://www.bushwings.com 

20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping , Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT lo National Forest, near 
eslablished towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
" Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE , GA 30513 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SECURITY SYSTEMS - How to Buy, What to Look 
For, Send $2.00 for brochure T.A.C., Inc. PO Box 
282, Canton, MS, 39046, 601-859-7910 

INTERNET SECRETS: Learn to take contro l of 
another computer over the internet! 1-900-407-
2020 ext. 7164. $2.99 per minute. Must be 18 years 
. serv-u 619-645-8434 

AN ALTERNATIVE IDENTITY: Drivers License (A ll 
States) , Birth Certificate, Credit and more. 
Confidential Free Information, 1-800-775-0712 Ext. 
5609, 24 hours. 

VIETNAM ERA HUMOR by former Green Beret, 
Preston Ransone. 3 hours on audio cassette. Send 
$15.95 to "War Surplus", Box 1331 , Lawrence, KS 
66044. http://members.aol.com/WarSurplus/asol
diershumor.html. 

CABLE TV DESCRAMBLERS CONVERTERS 
AND ACCESSORIES for all systems. Friendly, 
knowledgeable service. Free trial and all products 
guaranteed. Lonewo lf Electronics 1-888-775-
7997. 

CELTIC AND NORDIC MERCHANDISE Send $1 
for catalog to: Runic, PO Box 919 Stn. K, Toronto, 
Ontario, M4P 2H2, Canada. 

AR15/M16 OWNERS- you need our FREE sales 
flyer! Call 702-650-8576. 24 hrs. 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are V' and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each . 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Over 100 different programs avail 
able. Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210. 
(8KW5) 
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-eaDETE~ 
Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new ca reer.Experience a new \ 
adventure every day. b 
Dynamic home study course. fffi.: 
Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER KIT < 
1·800·742·9007 bl. 301 
DETECTIVE TRAINING Box 909 • San Juan (apo., CA 92693 

LYME DISEASE treatment endorsed by The 
National Foundation for Alternative Medicine. 
Antibiotics don't work. We pioneered chemical 
detox treatments. BMP Resources, Inc. New 
Orleans-Cosumel (504) 522-6599. www.bmpre
sources.com 

50 ,000 MAPS: Topog raphic, Tactica l Qua ds, 
Travel, Political , Vietnam , Nevis , Roswell , 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundabl e). MONARCH, Box 42003 -203F, 
Phoenix, AZ 85080 

PREPAREDNESS 
Y2K SURVIVAL BACKPACK- Everything you need 
in a moments notice! Send $2.00 for brochure 
T.A.C., INC. P.O. Box 282 Canton, MS 39046, 601-
859-7910 

STORM SHELTERS- storage, tornadoes, pre
paredness. Lightweight, durable polymer. <pys
ber.com/biz/thehive> 530-272-4574. $1,749 plus 
shipping. Made in Indiana.thehive@J PSnet. com. 

• GET READY FOR Y2K WITH the longest exten
sion co rd in the world ! No noise. No pollution. Uses 
sun, wind, water to provide AC/DC power. Many 
uses in remote locations. Portable, shippable. 
UL,CSA listed. Area , privy, dock and trail lighting 
also available. Colorado Solar Design, Inc .. 303-
420-5042 

REAL ESTATE 
REMOTE ALASKA SURVIVALIST/Militia Head
quarters and Training Camp. Surrounded by lake 
and public land - http: //www.AlaskaMall. 
com/Viapan - FAX 1-907-583-2162 

REMAILING SERVICES 
CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING/Forward ing, 
Since 1981 Single ReMails $1.00, Phone, Fax, Box, 
Street Address , Maildrop, Box 608039-SO F, 
Orlando, FL 32860-8039Vis it Pri vacy Pages 
http://www.orlandomai ldrop.com 
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Uniforms: 
Genu ine Inmate Uniforms -Both Jum p 
Suits & Shirts(Trousers. Prison Orange 
& Cha in Gang Black And Whi te Stripes 

Restraints: 
Stee l Restraints Including Handcuffs, Leg 
Iro ns , Belly Chains, Transport Chains. Also 
Old-ti me Chain Gang Irons & Special ized 
Corrections Restraint Systems 

Jail Cells: 
Bars, Cell Door, Combination Toilet/Sink, 
Etc. PX:Direct can install or we will supply 
the materials and you do the insta llation. 

Send $8 For Color Catalog Or Visit 
our Website At http://www.pxdirect.com 

Master Card & Visa Accepted 

1530 Locust St, Ste. 220SF, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215. 735.5565 • email: pxdirect@aol.com 

~ U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND ~~ 
Federally owned land currently available in AK. AZ, AR. CA. 
CO. ID. MT. NV. NM. OR, UT. WA. WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. ci tizens enti tled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete informati on package including maps. 
telephone helpline. fi ling forms . etc. send $20 check or 
money order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Nole : this is not homestead
ing-lands are sold outright. ) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE• 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell : Cars, trucks, computers, more: Great deals! 
Call Now Toll free : 1-800-601-2212, extSP.7770. 

TRAINING 
CUT THE COST OF TRAINING AIDS . Send 
S.A.S.E. to Arcane Enterprises, Dept. A, PO Box 
621, Clarkston, Ml 48347 for details 

fVERSON AGENCY- Special Intelligence 
Association Training in undercover investigations 
and more! Call or e-mail for membership info: 313-
871-5233 lvegood@msn.com 

MARITIME SECURITY and Executive Protection! 
Counter-Intelligence, Technical Surveillance, 
Career Development, Security Drive r and Weapons 
Courses. Call ENTERPRISING SECURITIES (770) 
723-0773. 

Tactical, Modern Hand-To-Hand, Knife, Stick 
Combat, Seminars coast to coast, classes, pri
va tes. Training, cer tifi ca ti on, instructorships. 
Hock Hochhe im's SSC, box 292373 , Lewisville, 
TX 75029. 972-315-5128. www.ame ricanknife
fighters.com 

WANTED 
WANTED- Executive Protection Professionals. 
International Networking fo r contacts and employ
ment. Send $20.00 for infopak to: BASECA, P.O. 
Box 646, Essex Fells, N.J. 07021 . 

Thousands of "Underground" devices including: 
Drug Education Books, Telephone Recording Devices, Restricted 
Potions & Powders, Digital Voice Changers, New ID & Credit 
Publications, Death & Weird Videos, Adult Graphic Novels & 
Comics, Lock Picking Tools, High Tech Video Systems, Explosive 
& Munitions Manuals, Revenge Books plus much more! 

I Catalog Only $3.00 I Send For Your's Today! 

UNDERGROUND 
P.O. Box 54400 • Dept SOF 
Phoenix, AZ 85078-4400 
www. unde~ roundmal/.com . ~~~ ...... ~ 

• 2500+ Military Designs 
• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 

by Hoover's Mfg_, Co. 
P.O.Box 547SF, Peru , IL 6 1354 

Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

T .L.C. WORLDWIDE, IN(~. 
P.O. Box 924994-SF 

Houston, Texas 77292-4994 

BOUNTY HUNTERS- SKIP TRACERS WANTED, 
1 OOK plus annually. Training, networking, national 
association. www.bountyhunt.com Details 21 o-
690-7790 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." 
So are V' and e. Add them to your SOF classi
fied ad for $5/each. 

FREEDOM LOVERS Learn how to legally reduce 
business/personal taxes drastically. Reach finan
cial independence and become sovereign while 
earning spectacu lar income. 24 hou r message 1-
800-576-2285. 

ATTENTION NON-US READERS: We want to buy 
foreign firearms, ammunition, and individual 
Military Equipment - Leonard and Son, Inc., 1816 
South Bacon Avenue, Corbin, KY 40701 U.S.A. -
Fax 1 01-606-523-0620 
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Team Delta is looking 
for a few good 
Prisoners 
llEAJ .. IS'l'I(~ 
MILITARY EXPElllENCES 

Team Delta is an elite unit of 
former special forces, military ol*" 
intelligence and military police ~ 
personnel who take pride in ~~ 
providing participants with ~'\ 
inten~ely realistic military J~ 
experiences. ~ \' 

• POW Interrogation (SERE) $-
• Interrogator Training ) ... 
• Basic Training/Boot Camp ~ 

• War Games/Battle Tactics 

roup Rates Available 
1530 Locust St, Ste 220SF 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 
info@teamdelta.net 

TOLL FREE 1·877-55 DELTA 
http://www.teamdelta.net 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your Website 
or Internet URL + 1 O words right here. This is a 
great way to get out the word on your site! 

• 

• -• • 
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Access Marketing . . ...... 21 
Automatic Knife 

Resource Guide ....... 88 
Baden K-9 ............... 82 
Bennett Publishing ....... 11 
Collectibles Direct ........ 29 
Blackhawk Industries ..... 8-9 
Bud K ...... .. .......... 90 
Chase-Durer ........ Cover 4 
Direct Action Video ........ 7 
Eden Press .. . ....... , ... 91 
Excalibur Enterprises ..... 12 
G. G. & G ................ 81 
G-Jo Institute ....... ..... 85 
Global Adventures ........ 90 
Global School 

of Investigation ........ 91 
Glock .. . . . ........... .. 31 
Hatherleigh Publishing .... 30 

Armalite, Inc. . ............. 77 
Birchwood Casey ....... . .. . 77 
Blade-Tech Industries ........ 60 
Bushnell Sports Optics ....... 77 
Cold Steel ................. 34 
Heckler & Koch ........... .45 
Leupold & Stevens .......... 77 
Mitchell Arms, Inc. . ........ 58 

Amazing one-of-a-kind home 
study course tells all! Want 
a life of intri gue, excitement. 
adventure?! Quickly learn from 

the experts: 
• How To Earn $100,000 A Year As Your Own Boss' 
• How To Conduct All Types Of Private Investigations. 

Skip!facing & Surveillance! 

• How To Start Your Own Private Deiective Agency' 

• How To Work From Home, Part-Time or Ful!Time' 
• No Experience Necessary. No Investment Required' 

SI \rt-. \l'l'IH I\ Ell 

Located in the Entertainment Capito 
Of the World! k213) 879-11651 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY 
FREE OF PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 
DETAILS P.O. BOX 2133 (SF) 

BEVERLY HILLS CA 9021. 

BERT BYFIELD novels, current events, politics
check out Caravela Books http://users.aol.com/car
avela99 

ATTENTION: New Info on Pentagon and US 
Aircraft Carrier "NI METZ" wwwlNPA.com/Military or 
http://www.geocities.com/pentagon/8093 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." So 
are v and e. Add them to your SOF classified ad 
for $5/each. 

Y2K: WATER STORAGE BARRELS, Hand 
Pumps, Grain Mills, Wheat. 1-800-705-3479. 
www.wheatandgrain.com 

ADVERTISERS 
INDEX 

IRSAIS ...... . ...... . ... 84 
Inter-American 

Security Products ...... 91 
Kabar Knives ......... 24, 32 
Kimber ...... .. .. .. ..... 17 
L.A. Law Enforcers ....... 89 
Lile Handmade Knives ..... 89 
LRRP K-9 Services ........ 89 
Matthews Police Supply ... 89 
Michigan Body Armor ..... 90 
Military Book Club ..... 18-19 
National Rifle Association .. 33 
Paladin Press ............. 5 
Professional Career 

Development ..... 89, 90, 91 
Quade! Industries ....... .. 82 
Refugee Relief International ... 90 

Nikon, Inc. . ............... 77 
North Fork Technologies ..... 77 
Ontario Knife Company ...... 78 
Ponderosa Sports 

& Mercantile ............ 34 
Pueblo Diversified Industries .. 34 
Remington Arms Company ... 77 
Smith & Wesson ............ 77 

r-----------------, 
WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles : 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, " 
military trucks, more. 11111111 
1 OO's of ads, tech tips, . 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 

HILITARY ~ VEHICLES 
l!!llU'1fD 

1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 

12-L2 lndianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

L-----------------~ 

THE SOURCE FOR surveillance, privacy, new ID 
and investigative services. www.espionage
store.com 

SURVIVAL STORE: self defense products, brass 
knuckles, batons, surveillance, more www.survival
store.com 

v SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE ON THE 
WEB! Redesigned, upgraded, updated. Content 
changes monthly. WWW.SOFMAG.COM 

SECRET CIA INFORMATION revealed about 
every cou ntry worldwide! New CD-ROM! 
http://www.sysop.com/twortman2 

BLOWGUNS LIGHTWEIGHT, DEADLY ACCU
RATE. A must have for your collection. www.global
usa.com/fnr/blowguns 

S&K Labs ........... . 89, 91 
Sierra FX .. . ...... . ... .. 15 
Silver Creek Industries ... . 90 
SOF Back Issues ..... ... . 83 
SOF Subscriptions ... ... .. 35 
SOFT-Shirts .. . .......... 88 
SOS T-Shirts & Jackets .... 87 
Southern Ordnance ....... 80 
Steve Arnold's Gun room ... 1 O 
Swiss Army Brands ...... . 13 
Taurus ... . ... ... .. . Cover 2 
Threat Response 

Systems ..... ..... . 25-28 
Thunder Ranch ..... ..... 84 
United Cutlery ........ .. . 85 
U.S. Cavalry .......... ... 91 
USI Corp ................ 89 
watertanks.com ...... Cover 3 
Wiggy's .............. .. . 86 

Springfield, Inc. . ........... 77 
Sturm, Ruger & Co .......... 77 
Tasco Sales, Inc. . ........... 77 · 
Tigersharp Technologies ...... 61 
Turner Saddlery ............ 77 
Wiggy's .................. 68 
Winchester Ammunition ..... 77 
Y.B. Technology .......... , .34 
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The Resister 
Continued from page 73 

Until Barry's retirement, The Resister 
would have to be a covert operation. 

Barry chose as his pen name a combina
tion of two names, those of John 
Farquharson and Alexander Davidson. The 
former was a "free forester," or a poacher, 
and the latter was a poacher and whisky 
smuggler, both Scotsmen of the 19th centu
ry. Barry, who became J.F.A . Davidson in 
The Resiste1; had read about both men in 
The Romance of Poaching in the Highlands 
of Scotland, publi shed in 1904. 

Although Barry managed to retire in 
November 1997, it was close. The Resis
ter 's mi litant, provocative tone quickl y 
caught the command's attention, especially 
its editorials, at times pointedly personal. 
Things got especially hot for Barry after he 
and another editor appeared in disguise on a 
CBS News 60 Minutes segment in April 
1995. Barry's ultimate victory is an exam
ple of the wisdom behind the old adage:· 
Admit nothing. Deny everything. 

By the following February, "I got ham
mered," Barry recalled. "They dragged me in 
to CID. Interrogators and all that stuff. I just 
refused to cooperate. That's the bottom line. 

"They said, 'We know you ' re doing 
thi s.' They ' re holding up The Resister. I'd 
just be looking at 'em. They got tired and 
went to catch their breath . I asked if I was 
being charged. They said, 'We can't charge 
you. It 's up to the commander to charge 
you.' And I said, 'Oh, I'm free to go.' 

"So they escorted me out of the bullding 
and off I went," Barry recalled. "As I'm 
halfway across the parking lot ... one of the 
investigators yells out, 'Davidson! ' I just 
kept walking. He said, 'Sergeant Bany.' I 
turned around. He asked me, man to man , 
not to put his name in The Resiste1: I didn ' t 
acknowledge that I had anything to do with 
it, but I did honor his request, just as I honor 
anyone else's request." 

Bany survived multiple official investiga
tions, including one by the National Security 
Agency. Also looking into who was behind 
The Resister was the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, "which pulled my security clearance 
in March 1996," Barry said. "They were step
ping all over my history. DIA went back to 
the day I was born, finding out who I was, 
what I was doing, all that crap ... 

"So I was under suspension. But I got my 
security clearance back in June. I walked into 
3rd Group secw·ity office. I said, 'What's the 
status of my clearance?' ... They pulled it up 
on the computer. They said, 'You' re good to 
go.' They gave me back my clearance. I was 
operations intelligence NCO." 

Owing the investigation, Bany was assigned 
to the language lab at 3rd Special Forces Group. 

Time Ott For Bad Behavior 
"It wa a foolish move on their part. ... If 

they wanted to shut The Resister down, all 
they bad to do was put me back on an ODA 
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(operational detachment) . Because I wou ld 
have been deployed 200 days a year. It 
would have been impossible for me to put 
out The Resister. 

"What they did was put me in jobs in 
which I worked about an hour a day to 
accomplish my duties, which were nominal , 
at best," he said. "I couldn ' t work on The 
Resis1er on government time, so I wou ld 
ask my immediate supervisor, 'Can I have 
the rest of the day off? ' 'Go ahead.' So I'd 
go home and work on The Resiste1: 

"ln essence, what they did is they gave 
me the time I needed. That's the same time 
frame that The Resister went fro m a 16-
page stapled newsletter to a 40-page maga
zine. Now it's up to 80 pages and I'm look
ing at going to LOO." 

The expansion has not been easy. One 
deployment to Haiti prior to retirement dis
rupted Barry 's publication , and other delays 
since then have resulted in occasional dou
ble issues. Along the way, The Resister 
bought Conservative Digest. Like all con
troversial publications, The Resister has not 
attracted a lot of advertising. But it's not 
like BatTy hasn' t tried . 

"I take ads from people who query me. 
'Will you take an ad?' Yes, I will ," said 
Ban-y. "I don ' t go out shopping my ad 
space. I don't have an ad sales man. The rev
enue is generated from subscriptions and 
distributors . The resubscribe rate is over 50 
percent. I'm into incremental growth. I' ll let 
it grow naturally. If it lives, it lives because 
it is of value to people reading it. If it dies, 
then I'll do something else. 

"But right now, it is sustaining itself and 
making a smal l profit, which is plowed right 
back into The Resister. You can tell , I'm not 
exactly living in the lap of luxury here," he 
said, regarding the packed clutter of hi s 
office, located in a sma ll frame house on the 
outski rts of Fayetteville, N.C. "But neither 
am I starving." 

One ad recent ly publi shed in The 
Resister has raised some eyebrows, that for 
a book catalog of a small West Virginia pub
li shing company owned by William Pierce, 
author of The Turner Diaries, a novel about 
an underground race war that has gained 
notoriety because of its popularity among 
such white supremacists as Robert 
Matthews and Oklahoma City bomber 
Timothy McYeigh. 

" I don ' t want ads from commies," he 
said. "The only reason I ran the National 
Alliance ad is because it has books I was 
looking for. I'd just had a run-in with a self
appointed censor at an alleged bookstore. 
So I was pretty pissed off about that. Trying 
to order a book I already had , actually. 
Jared Tay lor 's Paved With Good intentions. 
I didn ' t see any on the shelves [in the] cur
rent events and political section ... 

"The clerk said, 'We don ' t carry that sort 
of material. We don ' t cany those kinds of 
books,'" said BruTy, who described Taylor 's 
book as "very intelligently written and very 
well d1ought out. And I agree with the vast 
bulk of his conclusions. But the fact that self
anointed censors ru·e taking it upon them-

selves not to stock books that they disagree 
with - that you have to special order ... 

No Censorship 
"There's this organization called 

"Friends of the Librru·y," who take it upon 
d1emselves to ·cu ll stacks of books that dis
please them, to quote, ' make room for other 
books' c lose quote. You can find Heather 's 
Mom Is a Dyke and Bobby's Dad ls a Fag. 
You can find that in any library, but you 
can' t find Race, by John Baker, or Jared 
Taylor's book . ... You can't find books that 
displease the censors. " 

But how does he respond to criticism for 
advertising an unabashed ly white suprema
cist book such as The Turn er Diaries? Some 
of the cri ticism has come from longtime 
readers , some of it from staff. 

"My point is, if ... a reader is not intelli
gent enough to look through Pierce's cata
log and say, 'This is bull shit, thjs is bullshit, 
Ohl I've been looking for that.' If my read
ership is not intelligent enough to discern 
bullshit from relevant historical works or 
other politically important mate1ial, it's on 
them, it's not on me." 

Barry also responded in print. 
"I assume The Resister's readership is 

intelligent enough to exercise discretion in 
evaluating the advertised products," Barry 
wrote. " .. . Caveat emptor is the traditional 
English and Americru1 common-law prac
tice of assuming the buyer is intelligent 
enough to know what he is buying. Caveat 
venditor is a communist invention; and, in 
the case of publishers and booksellers, it is 
the cry of the censors." 

Has he ever been contacted by Morris 
Dees ' Southern Poverty Law Center? 

"No. They haven ' t got the balls. I got 
this last Southern Poverty Law Center 
magazine on so-call ed 'extremist groups ' 
that they publish and send to cops all over 
the country. They still have me listed as 
J.F.A. Davidson. They haven ' t put my real 
name in there yet. A bunch of yahoos. Let 
me rephrase that. ... They ' re a pack of 
comm uni sts. A ll thi s shit about so-called 
' hate crimes, hate speech.' All that 's for is 
to establish a framework for po litical 
crimes and thought crimes. And that 's 
what that's a ll about. ... T hey're a bunch 
of communists. " 

Barry said things have progressed enough 
that he is paying contributing writers, but 
"not very well . It's starting to make a profit, 
though .... The cost of paper has pirated. It's 
leveled off some. But part of my problem is 
I refuse to recycle paper. When I go into the 
printers, I tell ' em to kill some trees, and they 
know to order the right paper. I want to hear 
die chainsaw, Rrrrrrrraaaaaaaaaaaa ... " 

Barry hasn' t gotten any pe1fume ads, he 
jokes, "but I wi ll run an ad for Bushmill 
distillery if they wru1t to send me one. We 
cou ld trade, product for product. I'd take a 
barrel of single-ma lt. " 

The Resiste1; P. 0. Box 35046 
Fayettev ille, NC 28303-5046. Annua l sub
scription rate (4 issues) $35; sample issue 
$ 10. ~ 
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by Tom Reisinger 

Close The Breach 
Help Needed To Rebuild Canadian Vietnam Memorial 

A
mericans often fa il to reca ll the valor of ow· Canad ian brothers 
and sisters in the Vietnam War- and more often fa il to recog
nize those 110 Canadians who joined some 58,000 Americans 
and untold thousands of our Southeast Asian, Austra lian, and 
New Zealander allies in making the supreme sacrifice. 

On 20 December 1998 , in windswept Assumption Park , 
in Windsor, Ontario, sledgehammer-wie ld ing vandals inflicted 
some $20,000 to $80,000 damage to the Canad ian Vietnam 
Memoria l. Whether the people were tryi ng to rip-off the Purple 
Heart medal inside the memorial or simply attempting to show d is
respect to the Canadian vets one can on ly surm ise. 

The broad effect, though, of th is senseless act of ma lice and 
desecration has been to solidify Canada's veterans and thei r sup
porters to their American brothers and s isters across the border. 

Some 40,000 of Canada 's finest served in Vietnam. American 
veterans and supporters must again uni te with Canad ians to undo 
this tragedy, and rebu ild the Canadian Vietnam Memoria l. 

Like us, our fri ends from Canada returned to a ll the gross epi
thets that we endured: warmongers, baby-killers, mercenaries, 
sadists, war criminals, and all the rest. They, too, were despised by 
a large segment of society, eyed with suspic ion, portrayed by the 
entertainment industry as psychos, dru nks and hero in addicts, and 
re legated to a lower rung of the social ladder. 

Among the 110 Canadian K.IAs in Vietnam were Marine Lance 
Corporal Richard Paul Dextraze, whose father was Canadian 
General Jacques Dext:raze, commander of the Royal 22nd Regiment 
(Canada 's French-speaking unit, the Van Doos) during the Korean 
War. Genera l Dextraze later became Canada 's Chief of the Defense 
Staff (equivalent to the U.S. 's Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff). 

Seven Canadians are MIA, including Michael John Masterson , 
of Alberta , a Douglas A 1-G Skyraider pilot based at Nakhon Pha
nom , Thai land, who was shot down over Laos on 13 October 1968. 

One Canad ian hero, Peter Lemon, of Norwich , Onta rio, was a 
rec ipient of the Medal of Honor. 

Vie tnam was not j ust America's fi ght - or Canada 's fight. 
It was our fight! 
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(left) Canada's shrine to its Vietnam heroes. They are America's 
heroes, as well. (right) Damaged, yes, but it will be repai red. 
"They Are Not Forgotten." Ric Gidner, a two-tour Nam Marine 
veteran , and one of the driving forces behind the Memorial 's 
construction, holds remnants of anti-vet hostility. 

Despite what the po liticians and hi storians contend, we did win 
the Vietnam War. A noted and respected retired USAF general, 
Harry C. " Hein ie" Aderholt, was privy to a conversation some 
years ago in Hanoi. During a d inner party which ran well into the 
night, old guards were lowered and aging warriors grew more can
d id with each passing hour. A retired North Vietnamese general 
confided to Aderholt that had Nixon prolonged his 40,000-ton 1972 
Christmas bombing by j ust 24 hours, North Vietnam was set to sur
render - unconditiona lly. 

Canad ian, American and other Allied troops won our battles -
the soft-gutted po litic ians in Washington and Paris lost the irs. 

Ed Johnson , Ric G idner and Chris Reynolds, Oakland County, 
M ichigan vets, lobbied hard for the now-damaged Memorial to 
honor the ir Canadian counterparts. In fact , they helped ra ise the 
$ 11 2,000 needed for its construction. 

He lp them - and us - ra ise funds to repair thi s defiled monu-
ment fo r its antic ipated reded ication on 10 July 1999. 

Donations may be ma iled to: 
Windsor Veterans Memorial Service Committee 
12097 St. Thomas Crescent 
Tecumseh, Ontario N8N 3P5 CANADA 

Website of interest: http://www.ipsystems.com/ppowmia 

Our sincere thanks to .foe Fernandezfor his vital information. Three 
books which detail Canadians' service in Vietnam are Unknown 
Warriors and Cross Border Warriors, both by Fred Gaffen; and I Volun
teered; Canadian Vietnam Veterans Remember, by Tracey Arial. All are 
availablefiom the Ravenel Company, Dept. SOF, 5740 Coolbmok Ave., 
Montreal, Quebec /-/3X 2Ml , Canada; email: rovend@netcom.ca ~ 
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Most people iust can't accept the fact that Y2K will affect them. 
Little do they know, that's iust about the only reason it will. 

Here's a few things that'll ease the transition: 
water barrels • water storage • water treatment • food storage • food systems 
• fuel storage • largest selection of alternative energy products I solar & 
wind-up • emergency supplies• Deep Well Pump • water filters • candle 
lanterns • herbal first aid & medicine • grinders • ozone machines • distillers 

OPEN M-F 9-8 I Saturday 9-4 EST 

For a FREE catalog call TOLL FREE: 

1-888-742-6275 
see our entire selection ON THE WEB @ 

www.watertanks.com 
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CHASE-DURER spent five years 
perfecting this Swiss PILOT 
COMMANDER Chronograph, 
so that you can spend a lifetime 
enjoying it ... even if you're not 
a fighter pilot. 

And all lovingly put together by hand in our 
Swiss laboratory by perfectionists who take 
great pride in creating superior timepieces. 

Enjoy the rush of paying 011/y $349 for .quality 
and performance others pay more t4a1:1: $595 for. 

HERE'S PROOF: Ask your ·eweler to sh0w 
you any watch with a SWISS ETA25 I .262 

Chronograph movement (only the b~sf stores will 
have them). The prices will start at $600 and go_ up 
from there. Ans}, those higher priced watches probably 
won't be nearly as: exciting as the CHASE-PURER .\ 
PILOT COMMANDER. · 

Precision SWISS 27 I.ewe! ETA 251.262' quartz 
movement, finest 3 I'6t solid stainless steel case and band, 
sapphire lens, full glow tritium hands & indexes, 12 hours 
elapsed time, split second and lap timing, revolving E6B 
flight computer bez~l, and much more. 

I 

At CHASE-DURER, yolt 1i.ave a 30 day no-risk free home trial. The five year 
warranty is rare in the watch industry and we offer same day shipping. 

, All for $349 plus $6 UPS Ground shipping. 

I Credit Card Orders Call: 1-800-544-4365 and ask for operator 827 I 
Chase-Durer 270 No Canon Drive, Dept 1402-827, Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

310.550.7280 •Fax: 310.550.0830 • www.Chase-Durer.com 

·'. 
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